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Pinebelt  Farmers  &  Artisans' Market 

Thursdays  @  3^5rh  in  Town  SqiSSh^ark 

"istoric  Downtown  Hattiesbur 


join  us 

for  food,  crafts,  music  &  education : 

Heritage  Day 

Historic  Train  Depot 
Downtown  Hattiesburg 
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MULTI-GENRE,  MULTI-WEEK 
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|     j  FesnvaLSouTH 


*\ 


/ 


vw 


The  weekend  is  approaching  and  it's  your  chance  to  enjoy  a  little  fiin 
with  your  family  and  friends.  One  thing  is  certain ...  in  Hattiesburg, 
weekend  entertainment  is  a  sure  bet  and  making  plans  is  just  a  click 
away.  At  visithattie.com  explore  where  to  Eat,  Shop,  Stay  and  Play 
right  at  your  fingertips.  Hattiesburg ...  a  great  place  for  your 
affordable,  family-friendly  weekend  getaway! 
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Research  is  to  see  what  everybody  else  has  seen 
and  to  think  what  nobody  else  has  thought; 

— Albert  Szent-Gyorgi 
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Because  you  have  the  power  to  change  the  world,  Hancock  Bank  salutes  you,  the  students  and  alumni  of  USM's 
College  of  Science  and  Technology.  Since  our  founding  in  1899,  we've  enjoyed  countless  benefits  from  the 
research  and  work  of  individuals  like  you.  Your  refusal  to  stop  asking  questions — and  seeking  answers — paves  the 
way  to  a  better,  brighter  future  for  us  all. 


2007  LINCOLN  ROAD  •  3301  HARDY  STREET  •  6052  HWY.  98  •  535  HWY.  42 


Hancock  Bank 

Member  FDIC  hancockbank.com 


A  Golden  Future 


n 

Mississippi  Power  is  proud  to  celebrate  the  Centennial  Class  of  2010. 

We  salute  your  accomplishments  and  your  quest  for  wisdom,  knowledge 

and  understanding.  And  we  look  forward  to  watching  you  soar 

to  the  top  in  your  future  endeavors.  Great  success  is  waiting  for  you. 
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|  PENNING  THE  PERFECT  COUNTRY  WESTERN  SONG 

With  more  than  17  No.  1  hits  and  songs  on  more  than  80  million  records  sold, 
Craig  Wiseman  has  become  one  of  Nashville's  most  successful  songwriters.  Numbers 
only  tell  a  part  of  his  story,  though. 
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20,000  IN  2010:  ALUMNI  RESPOND  TO  THE  CALL 

They  are  CEOs,  scientists,  doctors,  nurses  and  attorneys;  they  are  kindergarten 
teachers  and  college  professors;  they  are  world-class  athletes,  chefs  and  entertainers; 
they  are  generals,  policemen  and  firemen.  And  they  are  all  part  of  one  of  the  most 
significant  accomplishments  in  the  history  of  the  Southern  Miss  Alumni  Association. 


BLINDED  WITH  (POLYMER)  SCIENCE 

Adam  York  and  Stacey  Kirkland  found  love,  were  married,  and  are  both  scheduled 
to  graduate  with  PhDs  in  polymer  science.  Along  the  way,  they  have  conducted 
groundbreaking  research  that  could  change  the  way  diseases,  including  cancer,  are 
treated — not  bad  for  a  couple  of  years  in  Hattiesburg. 


A  PROMISING  PLATFORM 

Kristen  Benigno  remembers  what  it  is  like  to  be  an  insecure  adolescent.  Today,  she 
is  using  her  position  as  Miss  University  of  Southern  Mississippi  to  help  build  self- 
esteem  in  girls  in  grades  4-7  across  south  Mississippi. 
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THE  SPECIAL  PLACE  WITH  THE  BIG  HEART 

For  35  years,  the  Children's  Center  for  Communication  and  Development  has  provided 
services  for  hundreds  of  children  with  a  variety  of  communication  and  developmental 
disabilities  that  include  Down  syndrome,  cerebral  palsy,  autism  and  others. 


FRONT  COVER:  IN  HONOR  OF  THE  SUCCESSFUL  20,000  IN  2010  MEMBERSHIP  CAMPAIGN,  THE  FRONT  COVER  OF  THE  TALON  FEATURES 
HUNDREDS  OF  THE  ASSOCIATION'S  MORE  THAN  20,000  MEMBERS.  PHOTOS  INCLUDED  WERE  SELECTED  FROM  AN 
OVERWHELMING  NUMBER  OF  RESPONSES  TO  E-MAIL  REQUESTS  FOR  SUBMISSIONS  FROM  THE  ASSOCIATION. 


Spring  2010 


EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR  BOB  PIERCE  '91 

ASSOCIATE  DIRECTOR  FOR  EXTERNAL  AFFAIRS  JERRY  DEFATTA  00 

ASSOCIATE  DIRECTOR  FOR  INTERNAL  OPERATIONS  BRETT  CASSELL  00,  04 

ASSISTANT  DIRECTOR  FOR  COMMUNICATIONS  JIM  COLL  '99,  06 

MANAGER  OF  PROGRAMS  DAWN  SMITH  '95 

MANAGER  OF  CONSTITUENT  RELATIONS  RYAN  KELLY  05 

COORDINATOR  OF  INFORMATION  SERVICES  MELISSA  MCDANIEL 

ADMINISTRATIVE  ASSISTANT  RENE  TRIGG 

DATA  ENTRY  SPECIALIST  JUDY  BARNES 

MAIL  CLERK  EDWARD  WALLACE 

RECEPTIONIST  MIKE  DANIELS 

EDITORIAL  ASSISTANT  BYRON  SMITH 


CONTRIBUTING  WRITERS  AMY  MARTIN  '06, 
CHESTER  "BO"  MORGAN  71,  '74,  CHARMAINE 
SCHMERMUND  '06  AND  TEARANY  STREET  '08 

CONTRIBUTING  PHOTOGRAPHERS  JOE  BAILEY,  KELLY  DUNN, 

KING  PHOTOGRAPHY,  BOBBIE  McDUFFIE/EXTREME  PHOTOS  FX,  LLC, 

DANNY  RAWLS  '69,  '80  AND  STEVE  ROUSE  '82 

ALUMNI  ASSOCIATION  OFFICERS 

PRESIDENT  CURT  HEBERT 

PRESIDENT-ELECT  RANDY  POPE 

VICE  PRESIDENT  ALVIN  WILLIAMS 

PAST  PRESIDENT  JIM  PAYNE 

FINANCE  COMMITTEE  CHAIR  DONNIE  TYNES 

SECRETARY/TREASURER  BOB  PIERCE 

BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS 

GARY  CARMICHAEL,  JULIE  GRESHAM, 

STEVE  HOLIFIELD,  SAM  JONES,  NANCY  NEW, 

JASON  SANDERSON,  MICHELLE  VANNORMAN, 

REED  ALLISON,  JOHNNY  ATHERTON,  MIKE  CHANCELLOR, 

MAX  DRAUGHN,  DAVE  ESTORGE,  CHE  HELFRICH, 

ANDY  MERCIER,  CORY  CURTIS,  BYRON  JORDAN, 

MIKE  MCMULLAN,  AARON  PUCKETT,  BRANDT  SCHMERSAHL, 

BILLY  STEWART,  DAVID  WILLIAMS 

EX-OFFICIO  BOARD  MEMBERS:  MARTHA  SAUNDERS, 

RAYMOND  VANNORMAN,  NICK  WELCH, 

RICHARD  GIANNINI,  TORI  MARTIN 


For  advertising  information,  contact  Jerry  DeFatta  by  phone  at 
601 .266.5674  or  e-mail  at  jerry.defatta@usm.edu. 

The  Talon  (USPS  652-240)  is  published  quarterly  by 

The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi  Alumni  Association, 

118  College  Drive  #5013,  Haltiesburg,  MS  39406-0001 
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Southern  Miss  Alumni: 
You're  invited  to  join  fans  and 
friends  of  the  University  for 


Homecoming 
Weekend 


October  8-9,  2010 


Shell  Finish 
Homecoming  Golf  Tournament 

Friday,  October  8 
Hattiesburg  Country  Club 


SOUTHERN  MISS 


Alumni  Hall  of  Fame  Dinner 

Friday,  October  8 
Thad  Cochran  Center 

Alumni  Association  Awards 
Brunch  and  Business  Meeting 

Saturday,  October  9 
Thad  Cochran  Center 

Centennial  Homecoming  Parade 

Saturday,  October  9 
Downtown  Hattiesburg 

Golden  Eagle  Football 
vs.  East  Carolina 

Saturday,  October  9 
The  Rock 


For  more  information  on  Homecoming  events,  contact 
the  Alumni  Association  at  601.266.5013  or  alumni@usm.edu. 


Soutfiern  Miss  to  tfi&  Topt 
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Photo  Courtesy  of  University  Archives 


(NOTES  FROM  HOME 


I  guess  most  people,  when  they  approach  a  major  transition  in  life  such  as  getting  married,  having  a 
child  or  relocating  to  a  new  city,  ponder  impending  changes  as  well  as  expectations  for  the  future.  For 
me,  a  major  transition  occurs  on  July  1  when  1  vacate  the  Ogletree  House  and  the  executive  director's 
position,  a  role  1  will  have  filled  for  almost  12  years,  to  become  the  vice  president  for  Advancement  for 
The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi  and  the  executive  director  of  the  USM  Foundation. 

How  are  things  going  to  change?  Perhaps  most  importantly,  I  will  leave  a  hard-working  and  congenial 
staff  for  which  I  have  tremendous  respect.  All  that  this  group  accomplishes  given  its  size  and  limitation 
of  resources  is  nothing  short  of  amazing.  There  is  no  question  I  will  miss  my  time  in  the  Ogletree  House 
with  this  incredible  collection  of  people,  but  I  know  they  will  continue  to  thrive  under  new  leadership. 

1  will  also  miss  the  wonderful  volunteers  that  guide  the  direction  and  policy  of  the  Association.  These 
leaders  are  second  to  none  and  are  the  primary  reason  for  the  success  of  the  Association  over  the  last 
decade.  We  have  much  for  which  to  be  thankful,  and  the  dedicated  alumni  who  serve  and  have  served 
on  our  Board  of  Directors,  in  our  alumni  chapter  and  constituent  society  leadership,  as  well  as  through  a 
myriad  of  ad  hoc  and  standing  committees,  are  to  be  commended. 

I  would  be  remiss  if  I  did  not  lift  up  those  Association  presidents  I  have  had  the  honor  and  good 
fortune  of  working  with  over  the  last  dozen  years,  each  of  whom  has  brought  a  special  talent  and  passion  for  the 
University  to  the  position.  They  include  Ed  Williamson,  Randy  Pope,  Don  Benefield,  Sharon  Herrin,  Ed  Langton, 
Eugene  Owens,  Rex  Kelly,  Danny  Mitchell,  Rosemary  Aultman,  Lou  Ann  Poynter,  Jim  Payne,  and  our  current 
Association  President  Curt  Hebert.  I  am  indebted  to  all  for  their  sacrifice  and  service  in  breaking  in  a  rookie  alumni 
director  and  then  exhibiting  patience  for  his  sometimes  grandiose  plans  and  ideas. 

I  am  of  course  tempted  to  recall  a  list  of  accomplishments  and  failures,  but  probably  all  that  matters  is  I  am 
confident  that,  in  the  eternal  words  of  vice  president  for  Student  Affairs  Dr.  Joe  Paul,  I  "left  it  better  than  I  found 
it."  The  Southern  Miss  Alumni  Association  is  on  solid  footing  with  impressive  leadership  and  staff  support,  a  newly 
refurbished  and  expanded  facility,  a  new  record  of  Association  membership  and  a  publication  that  has  been  recognized 
as  the  best  of  its  kind  in  the  slate.  There  is  much  to  be  proud  of,  but  there  is  still  much  to  be  accomplished. 

What  might  be  expected  for  the  future?  First,  I  look  forward  to  the  new  challenges  that  will  come  with  the 
vice  presidency.  Second,  1  expect  that  we  will  find  a  highly-qualified  leader  to  take  the  Association  to  new  levels  of 
greatness.  Entering  a  new  capacity  that  is  primarily  devoted  to  fundraising  in  one  of  the  most  significant  economic 
downturns  in  U.S.  history  is  a  little  daunting,  however,  Southern  Miss  has  a  wonderful  administration  and  many 
positive  attributes  to  promote.  An  enhanced  infrastructure  on  the  development  side  of  the  house  will  be  poised  to  do 
great  things  for  Southern  Miss  when  the  economy  rebounds.  The  potential  for  Southern  Miss  is  enormous,  and  we 
must  take  advantage  of  it.  My  hope  is  that  1  might  play  a  small  role  in  affecting  a  positive  change  for  the  University  by 
leading  its  development  and  advancement  efforts. 

I  also  want  the  future  to  remain  bright  for  the  Association  and  for  the  organization  to  maintain  its  momentum.  This  will 
be  impossible  to  do  without  a  new  executive  director  committed  to  striving  for  excellence.  A  position  announcement  can 
be  found  on  page  17,  and  I  hope  you  will  review  it  and  encourage  all  qualified  candidates  to  submit  an  application.  A  search 
committee  is  conducting  the  screening  and  interview  process,  and  we  want  the  strongest  pool  of  applicants  possible. 

This  is  my  last  submission  to  The  Talon  as  the  executive  director  of  the  Alumni  Association;  however,  it  is  most 
certainly  not  the  end  of  my  loyalty  to  Alma  Mater.  I  share  the  same  desires  for  the  betterment  of  Southern  Miss  that  you 
do.  I  have  that  same  connection  and  feeling  of  obligation  that  led  you  to  be  an  active  member  of  the  Association,  and  after 
more  than  a  decade  of  serving  the  Association,  I  truly  hope  I  can  further  the  cause  of  the  Black  and  Gold  in  this  new  role. 

Thank  you  for  your  support  during  the  last  12  years.  I  have  had  the  greatest  job  in  the  world,  and  you  have  helped 
make  it  that  way. 


Southern  Miss  to  the  Top! 

Robert  D.  Pierce,  II 
Executive  Director 


Spi  no,  20'  0 
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NEWS  AROUND  CAMPUS) 


Centennial  Event  Honors  Demonstration  School,  Alumni,  Faculty 


It  has  been  nearly  half  a  century  since 
their  beloved  Demonstration  School  closed 
its  doors  forever,  but  the  passion  its  former 
students  have  for  their  alma  mater  and 
the  teachers  who  shaped  their  lives  grows 
stronger  with  time. 

Established  in  1927  as  a  learning 
laboratory  for  students  at  what  was 
then  State  Teachers  College  (STC),  the 
Demonstration  School  offered  valuable 
training  in  their  preparation  to  become 
educators,  while  serving  as  a  K-12  school 
for  local  grade  school  students.  It  ceased 
operations  in  the  early  1960s. 

On  Feb.  26,  a  group  of  its  former 
students  gathered  at  the  George  Hurst 
Building  on  the  Hattiesburg  Campus, 
the  site  of  the  former  school,  for  the 
unveiling  of  a  marker  from  the  Mississippi 
Department  of  Archives  and  History.  Two 
other  markers  funded  by  alumni  honoring 
its  faculty  and  students  who  lost  their  lives 
in  military  service  were  also  introduced, 
along  with  an  information  kiosk  located  at 
the  front  of  the  school. 

The  event  was  part  of  the  University's 
yearlong  schedule  of  Centennial  activities 
commemorating  its  founding  in  1910. 

Speaking  at  the  opening  of  the 
ceremony,  in  what  was  once  the  school's 
library,  former  Hattiesburg  mayor  and 
Demonstration  School  alumnus  Bobby 


Students  gather  outside  of  the  Demonstration  School, 
now  the  George  Hurst  Building,  on  the  Hattiesburg 
Campus.  The  school  operated  from  1927  until  the 
early  1960s  as  a  laboratory  for  students  at  the 
University  studying  to  become  teachers. 


Chain  said  his  mind  was  "flooded  with 
memories"  of  what  were  "some  of  the 
happiest  days  of  my  life"  when  he  was 
a  student  at  the  school.  He  serves  as 
chairman  of  the  school's  Alumni  Planning 
and  Steering  Committee. 

"It  wasn't  until  I  was  well  into  my 
college  years  (at  then  Mississippi  Southern 
College)  that  I  realized  how  blessed  I  was 
to  have  attended  the  school,"  he  said. 

Prior  to  the  Demonstration  School, 
STC  had  only  a  three-grade  practice 
school,  and  administrators  believed  this 
was  insufficient  to  meet  the  college's 
mission  of  providing  first-rate  teacher 
training.  Dr.  George  Hurst,  director  of 
the  training  school,  worked  to  secure 
funding  from  the  state  legislature  for  a 
laboratory  school  that  included  12  grades. 
Master  teachers  were  brought  in  to  work 
at  the  school  and  served  as  mentors  to  the 
prospective  teachers. 

Classes  were  limited  to  24  students 
or  less,  and  although  small  in  size,  it 
offered  a  variety  of  sports  teams  and  music 
programs  for  extracurricular  activities, 
and  produced  a  newspaper.  The  school 
also  adopted  the  college's  black  and  gold 
colors,  and  its  football  games  were  played 


historical  significance  of  the  school 

and  an  information  kiosk  at  the  front 

of  the  site  of  the  former  school,  now 

known  as  the  George  Hurst  Building. 


at  the  college  stadium.  For  a  time,  the  STC 
basketball  team  used  the  Demonstration 
School  gymnasium  for  its  games. 

Nicknamed  the  Demons,  former 
students  remember  a  faculty  devoted  to 
training  them  to  behave  in  a  decidedly 
non-demonic  manner.  Chain  recounted 
the  diligence  of  one  teacher,  Katherine 
Foote,  to  enlighten  students  on  the  finer 
points  of  etiquette.  A  mathematics  and 
debate  teacher,  Foote  "got  in  everybody's 
business,"  he  said,  laughing,  "but  she  was 
teaching  us  how  to  live." 

Moran  Pope  Jr.,  who  also  served  as 
mayor  of  Hattiesburg,  recalled  his  years  at 
the  school  with  fondness.  He  said  students 
from  a  variety  of  backgrounds  attended  the 
school,  from  the  children  of  college  faculty 
and  soldiers  stationed  at  Camp  Shelby  to 
those  who  lived  out  in  the  country. 

"It  was  an  eclectic  group,"  he  said. 
"To  get  to  go  to  school  with  people  from 
so  many  walks  of  life  was  a  great  benefit 
to  me." 

And  like  many  other  students  at  the 
school,  Pope  "went  on  up  the  hill  to  the 
college"  to  continue  his  education  after 
graduation.  "So  it  took  me  16  years  to 
graduate  from  Southern,"  he  said. 
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( NEWS  AROUND  CAMPUS^rrf) 


Alumnus  Becomes 
Mississippi  Polymer 
Institute  Director 


Bryan  Brister  has  been  named 
director  of  the  Mississippi  Polymer 
Institute  (MPI). 

Brister,  who  earned  both  his 
bachelor  and  doctorate  degrees 
from  Southern  Miss,  now  heads  the 
organization  that  was  created  by 
legislative  mandate  to  accelerate  the 
development  cycle  of  Mississippi 
polymer  products. 

"With  the  Southern  Miss  School 
of  Polymers  and  High  Performance 
Materials  recognized  world-wide 
for  its  research  in  polymer  science, 
along  with  the  MPI  for  development 
and  Noetic  Technologies  to  bring 
products  to  market,  Mississippi  has 
a  unique  advantage  over  other  states 
in  supplying  composites,  coatings, 
and  other  polymer  products -to 
the  aerospace  and  shipbuilding 
industries,"  explained  Brister. 

The  MPI  is  in  the  uncommon 
position  of  needing  a  director  who 
has  the  technical  background  and 
knowledge  to  speak  with  researchers, 
plus  the  industry  savvy  and  leadership 
to  work  with  other  companies  in 
growing  businesses  to  move  newly 
created  Mississippi  polymer  products 
into  the  marketplace. 

Brister,  a  Gulfport  native,  replaced 
Jim  Evans  who  retired  earlier  this 
year.  Before  joining  MPI  he  was  a 
principal  in  Seven  Seas  Water,  a  water 
and  waste  water  treatment  company 
in  Tampa,  Fla. 


the  School  of  Nursing.  The 
won  the  prestigious  Nightingale 
Award  from  the  Mississippi  Nurses 
Association  in  March. 


School  of  Nursing  Wins  MNA's 
Prestigious  Nightingale  Award 


Dr.  Katherine  Nugent,  director  of  the 
School  of  Nursing,  credits  her  faculty's 
dedication  and  commitment  to  providing 
a  quality  educational  experience  as  key 
factors  in  the  program  winning  the 
coveted  Nightingale  Award. 

Presented  annually  by  the  Mississippi 
Nurses  Association  (MNA),  the 
Nightingale  Awards  honor  exceptional 
service  in  the  nursing  and  health  care 
industry  in  Mississippi.  The  Southern 
Miss  nursing  program  took  home  the 
School  of  Nursing  Award  for  the  first  time 
on  March  2  during  a  black-tie  gala  held  in 
Jackson,  Miss. 

"There  are  many  things  that  give  me 
pride  about  being  associated  with  the 
nursing  program  at  Southern  Miss,"  said 
Nugent.  "Certainly,  the  history  tradition, 
legacy  and  resilience  the  program  has 
demonstrated  through  various  challenges 
while  continuing  to  graduate  nurses  that 
have  positively  impacted  all  areas  of  patient 
health  readily  comes  to  mind. 

"However,  my  greatest  pride  involves 
the  resolve  of  our  faculty  to  educate  students 
and  help  provide  them  with  the  opportunity 
to  be  successful  as  practicing  nurses, 
advanced  practice  nurses,  nurse  executives, 
nurse  researchers  and  nursing  faculty." 

The  MNA  hands  out  1 3  other 
Nightingale  Awards  each  year,  including 
Nursing  Administrator  of  the  Year.  Nugent 
received  that  prestigious  prize  last  year. 

To  quality  for  the  award,  the  Southern 


Miss  School  of  Nursing  had  to  meet 
stringent  criteria,  including  a  detailed 
history  of  the  organization,  a  description 
of  the  organization's  most  significant 
contribution  to  the  healthcare  industry 
and  nursing  profession,  and  activity  of  the 
nursing  alumni  organization. 

Currently,  there  are  424  undergraduates 
and  119  graduate  students  enrolled  in  the 
Southern  Miss  nursing  program.  Last  year 
178  students  received  their  undergraduate 
degrees,  while  34  completed  the  graduate 
program.  The  School  of  Nursing  includes 
44  lull-time  faculty,  12  part-time  faculty 
and  13  staff  members. 


Did  you 
KNOW? 

Did  you  know  that  the  School  of 
Nursing  offers  programs  located  at 
three  Southern  Miss  sites?  Faculty 
at  the  Hattiesburg  and  Gulf  Park 
campuses,  as  well  as  the  teaching 
site  in  Meridian,  serve  the  school's 
543  students. 
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Sanders  Named 
Director  of 
Media  Center 
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Stanley  Sanders 

f 

Media  Center  in  the  School  of  Mass 
Communication  and  Journalism. 

Sanders  has  more  than  26  years  of 
broadcast  journalism  experience  and 
previously  served  as  director  of  news 
and  operations,  managing  editor, 
news  director,  videographer  and 
assistant  manager  while  employed  at 
WCMH-TV  in  Columbus,  Ohio.  He 
will  oversee  operations  to  combine 
Die  Student  Print?,  WUSM  (FM  88.5), 
The  Agency  at  Southern  Miss  and 
broadcast  and  television  services  into 
a  comprehensive  media  center. 

The  center's  design  is  based 
on  combining  the  synergy  of  the 
school's  student  media  to  have  a 
cohesive  approach  toward  serving 
the  students,  faculty  and  staff  at 
Southern  Miss.  From  internships  to 
paid  positions,  the  center  will  seek 
to  find  opportunities  for  students  to 
maximize  growth  in  the  classroom 
and  within  their  chosen  fields. 

While  the  formation  of  the  center 
has  not  yet  been  finalized,  the  school 
intends  to  move  all  of  its  student 
media  operations  under  one  roof  in 
the  near  future.  In  the  meantime, 
Sanders  is  working  intently  to  utilize 
existing  resources  within  the  center. 


Ghana  New  Study  Abroad 
Destination  for  Students 

A  new  study  abroad  program  offers 
students  an  opportunity  to  learn  about 
the  history  and  culture  of  West  Africa  and 
the  ancestral  roots  of  African-American 
Mississippians. 

Study  Abroad  in  Ghana  is  a  three-week, 
four-hour  credit  course  in  either  history 
or  mass  communication  and  journalism 
offered  in  the  summer  2010  semester  to 
undergraduate  and  graduate  students.  It 
will  offer  an  in-depth  look  at  West  African 
culture  and  history  in  the  native  land  of 
descendants  of  slaves  in  Mississippi. 

"Through  these  experiences,  students 
are  expected  to  develop  a  keener 
awareness  of  Ghana's  cultural  aesthetics, 
history,  politics  and  status  in  the  global 
community  and  its  links  to  our  own  state's 
history,"  said  history  professor  Dr.  Curtis 
Austin,  facilitator  of  the  Ghana  program. 

The  course  will  include  instruction; 
visits  to  historical  sites  that  reflect  the 
history  and  politics  of  their  time  and 
general  social  context  of  the  country, 
including  the  slave  castles  of  El  Mina  and 
Cape  Coast  where  slaves  were  held  prior 
to  their  shipment  to  America;  observations 
of  cultural  demonstrations;  and  writing 
personal  reflections  and  participation  in 
group  discussion. 

Hailed  as  a  role  model  for  democracy 
in  Africa,  Ghana  is  a  symbol  of  both  the 
triumph  of  freedom  and  the  tragedy  of 
slavery,  given  its  history  as  a  transition 


l,^PT|  •       *  ^ 


Considered  one  of  the  most  beautiful  locations  in 
Ghana,  Africa,  the  Aburi  Botanic  Gardens  will  be 
one  of  the  sites  that  students  visit  in  the  Southern 
Miss  study  abroad  program  in  Ghana. 

point  in  the  infamous  slave  trade.  It  has 
enjoyed  a  stable  democratic  government 
for  decades  and  is  poised  to  be  a  force  in 
the  global  economy,  reasons  President 
Barack  Obama  chose  to  go  there  this 
past  summer.  Austin  noted  that  Ghana's 
recently  discovered  oil  reserves  will 
figure  into  the  country's  rise  as  a  global 
economic  force.  He  said  it  is  estimated  that 
by  2015,  the  U.S.  will  receive  nearly  one- 
fourth  of  its  oil  exports  from  West  Africa. 


10 


HMMM 


(news  around  cAMPuiTn- 


Gulf  Coast  Student  Reflects  on 
Olympic  Games  Experience 

As  athletes  from  around  the  world 
-j^wi-i  competed  in  the  2010  Winter  Olympic  Games 

'^40^^  inVancouwi   (  anada .  I  niversit)  of  Southern 

Mississippi  Gulf  Coast  student  Austin  Sperry 
reflected  on  his  participation  at  the  summer 
Olympics  held  in  Beijing,  China. 

Sperry,  a  sophomore  majoring  in 
business  administration,  competed  on 
the  U.S.  Olympic  Sailing  Team  in  2008. 
One  year  following  his  run  at  the  summer 
Olympic  Games,  Sperry  enrolled  at  Southern 
Miss  Gulf  Coast  to  achieve  his  goal  of 
earning  a  college  degree. 

Born  in  Oakland,  Calif.,  Sperry  began 
sailing  in  the  San  Francisco  Bay  at  a  young 
age.  Although  he  has  sailed  in  many 
competitions,  he  most  favors  winning  the  Star  Masters  competition  with  his  father  in 
2002.  The  experience  Sperry  gained  over  the  years  all  aided  his  drive  to  represent  the  U.S. 
in  the  2008  Olympic  Games. 

Sperry  recalls  his  fondest  Olympic  memory  as  walking  into  the  stadium  among  fellow- 
athletes  like  basketball  player  Kobe  Bryant  and  swimmer  Michael  Phelps.  "I  walked  in  the 
opening  ceremony  knowing  that  I  sacrificed  everything  for  one  goal  and  1  made  it  with  no 
regrets,"  he  said. 

One  difference  Sperry  notes  between  being  a  spectator  and  an  athlete  is  seeing  all  of 
the  events.  He  enjoyed  watching  the  winter  games  on  television  since  he  was  unable  to  sec 
many  of  the  events  while  he  competed  in  Beijing. 

The  2012  Summer  Olympic  Games  will  be  held  in  London  and  Sperry  is  already 
training  for  competition.  After  earning  his  degree  from  Southern  Miss  Gulf  Coast,  Sperrv 
plans  to  work  on  Wall  Street  as  a  derivative  trader. 

"School  gives  you  the  tools  and  foundation  to  be  successful,"  said  Sperry.  "Southern  Miss  will 
give  me  a  better  understanding  of  the  markets  and  help  me  become  a  more  all-around  person." 


Austin  Sperry,  a  sophomore  majoring  in  business 
administration  at  Southern  Miss  Gulf  Coast,  competed 
on  the  U.S.  Olympic  Sailing  Team  in  2008. 


Gulf  Park  Campus 
to  Get  New  $7.6M 
Science  Building 


Construction  of  a  new  building  on  the 
Gulf  Park  Campus  in  Long  Beach  is  a  sure 
sign  of  its  recovery  from  Hurricane  Katrina. 

The  $7.6  million  Science  Building  will 
feature  33,580  square  feet  of  biology  and 
chemistry  laboratories,  a  marine  science 
laboratory,  faculty  otfices.  research  space 
and  classrooms.  Construction  for  the 
facility  is  scheduled  to  begin  in  tall  2010 
and  is  expected  to  be  ready  lor  occupancy 
by  spring  2012 

Funded  through  Senate  bills  in  2003 
and  2004.  the  Science  Building  will  match 
the  architectural  style  of  the  campus' 
Advanced  Education  Center  and  library. 

Currently  in  the  planning  phase  with 
Allied  Architectural  Group,  the  building 
will  be  constructed  on  the  northwest 
corner  ol  campus,  which  is  located  outside 
of  the  FFMA  Hood  zone. 
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Southern  Miss  Marks  100th 
Anniversary  with  Centennial  Celebration 


Mississippi  Teacher  Association 
President  Joseph  Anderson  Cook  had  much 
to  celebrate  on  March  30,  1910,  when  Gov. 
Edmond  Noel  signed  into  law  legislation 
creating  Mississippi  Normal  College. 

It  was  the  culmination  of  the  asso- 
ciation's years-long  campaign  to  create 
the  college,  designed  to  provide  more 
advanced  training  for  school  teachers  than 
what  was  offered  at  the  time.  Cook  was 
appointed  to  serve  as  its  first  president. 

On  March  30,  Cook's  eighth  successor, 
Dr.  Martha  Saunders,  hailed  his  and  the  efforts 
of  that  small  group  of  educators  to  establish 
what  would  100  years  later  become  a  premier 
research  institution  for  the  Gulf  South — The 
University  of  Southern  Mississippi. 

"The  spirit  of  Southern  Miss  resonates 
deep  within  my  soul,  and  I  will  continue 
to  strive  to  the  best  of  my  ability  to  bring 
honor  to  all  that  our  founders  contributed 
to  the  heritage  of  this  university.  I  wish  a 
sincere  happy  birthday  to  The  University 
of  Southern  Mississippi,"  Saunders  said 
at  the  Centennial  Convocation  in  Bennett 
Auditorium  on  the  Hattiesburg  Campus. 

Saunders,  a  Southern  Miss  alumna, 
was  joined  by  several  dignitaries  on  the 
stage  bringing  greetings  for  the  occasion 
of  the  University's  founding,  including 
Gov.  Haley  Barbour;  Lt.  Gov.  Phil  Bryant; 
State  Commissioner  of  Higher  Education 
Dr.  Hank  Bounds;  and  Hattiesburg 


Mayor  Dr.  Johnny  DuPree.  Southern  Miss 
President  Emeritus  Dr.  Aubrey  Lucas  gave 
the  invocation. 

Southern  Miss  faculty  and  staff  with 
multiple  years  of  service  to  the  University 
were  also  recognized  at  the  convoca- 
tion, along  with  the  charter  members  of 
the  University's  new  Centennial  Legacy 
Circle  which  honors  current  and  former 
members  of  the  Southern  Miss  faculty  and 
staff  who  have  given  40  or  more  years  of 
service  to  the  University. 

Barbour  praised  the  University  for  not 
only  fulfilling  its  purpose  in  educating 
students,  but  also  for  being  a  key  econom- 
ic force  in  Mississippi  and  the  region.  He 
said  he  expects  Southern  Miss  in  the  next 
100  years  to  be  "part  of  the  propulsion 
that  gets  us  to  where  we're  supposed  to 
be"  as  a  major  contributor  to  research  and 
development  in  science  and  technology. 
"The  University  has  become  anything 
but  normal,"  Barbour  said,  referring  to  the 
University's  original  name.  "It's  exceptional." 

Bryant  read  a  joint  resolution  from  the 
State  House  and  Senate  recognizing  the 
University's  centennial  and  its  contributions 
as  a  leader  in  higher  education  in  Mississippi. 
He  recounted  his  first  day  as  a  freshman  at 
the  University  in  the  1970s,  when  he  pulled 
up  to  Bond  Hall  in  his  Chevy  Vega  to  move 
into  his  dormitory  room  and  begin  his  col- 
lege career  at  Southern  Miss. 

"It  has  made  all  the  difference 

(being  a  Southern  Miss  graduate)  in 

the  world  to  me  and  my  career,"  he 

said.  "From  that  moment,  my  life 

had  changed." 

When  the  legislation  was 
signed  into  law  creating 
Mississippi  Normal  College, 
it  included  no  appropriation 
of  state  funding  for  con- 
struction.  That  came 
from  Hattiesburg 
and  Forrest 
County,  which 
provided  land  and 


approximately  $250,000  for  construction  of 
the  University's  first  five  buildings. 

Also  a  Southern  Miss  alumnus,  DuPree 
noted  the  extensive  economic,  social  and 
cultural  impact  the  University  has  had  on  the 
life  of  the  city  of  Hattiesburg  and  surrounding 
communities  since  it  first  opened  its  doors  for 
classes  in  1912.  "We  (Hattiesburg)  would  still 
exist  (without  the  University),"  he  said.  'But 
that  is  probably  all." 

Lucas  was  given  a  standing  ovation 
when  introduced  at  the  convocation.  He 
first  came  to  the  University  as  a  freshman 
in  1952,  and  led  Southern  Miss  from  1975 
to  1995  and  again  as  interim  president  from 
2001-2002.  He  also  serves  as  honorary 
chairman  of  the  Centennial  Celebration 
Steering  Committee. 

"This  is  really  a  milestone,  when  you 
consider  the  University  was  given  such  a 


Hattiesburg  Coca-Cola  has  produced  eight-ounce,  limited-edition  bottles  to  com- 
memorate The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi's  100th  anniversary.  The  bottles 
are  available  for  purchase  through  the  Alumni  Association  at  the  Ogletree  House. 
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modest  purpose  in  the  beginning.  We  weren't 
even  authorized  to  grant  degrees,"  said  Lucas, 
reflecting  on  the  significance  of  the  centennial 
leading  up  to  the  day's  events.  "So  for  those  of 
us  like  me  who  have  been  around  a  while,  we 
have  great  pride  in  the  University  today  and  a 
sense  of  fulfillment  in  seeing  it  move  ahead. 
"Really,  we  can  be  all  we  can  be  and  want 
to  be.  Our  future  is  as  exciting  as  our  past." 

A  Golden  Future  Built  on 

the  Foundation  of  a  Treasured  Past 

University  Historian  Dr.  Chester  "Bo" 
Morgan,  who  gave  the  convocation's  keynote 
address,  discussed  the  University's  transfor- 
mation from  its  humble  beginnings.  Morgan, 
who  penned  the  history  of  the  University  in 
his  book  "Dearly  Bought,  Deeply  Treasured" 
on  the  occasion  of  Southern  Miss'  75th  an- 
niversary, recently  expanded  on  that  edition 
in  his  soon  to  be  released  book  "Treasured 
Past,  Golden  Future"  which  examines 
Southern  Miss'  first  century. 


"Ours  is  not  the  heritage  of  storied 
ritual  or  Ivy  League  legend,"  Morgan  said 
in  his  convocation  address.  "Yet  it  is  every 
bit  as  noble,  marked  by  the  modest  but 
admirable  virtues  of  hard  work,  sacrifice, 
and  dedication  to  making  life  richer  for 
the  people  of  Mississippi.  It  is  the  story  of 


Did  you 
KNOW? 


people,  people  with  all  the  frailty  and  maj- 
esty of  mankind,  not  so  much  extraordi- 
nary people  as  ordinary  people  who  have 
achieved  extraordinary  things." 

A  Great  Day  to  Be  a  Golden  Eagle 

Centennial  Celebration  Day  included 
a  full  slate  of  events,  beginningjust  after 
8  a.m.  with  the  delivery  of  commemora- 
tive Coca-Cola  bottles  in  an  antique 
1919  Coca-Cola  truck  to  the  Aubrey  K. 
Lucas  Administration  Building,  where 
Dr.  Saunders  and  Hattiesburg  Coca- 
Cola  President  Brad  Brian  toasted  the 
University's  100th  anniversary. 

Later  in  the  morning  at  the  Founder's 
Day  Ceremony,  a  variety  of  awards  and 
honors  were  bestowed  upon  students,  and 
new  officers  for  the  Student  Government 
Association  were  installed.  Immediately 
following  was  the  dedication  of  the  new 
Centennial  Gateway  and  Time  Capsule  at 
the  main  entrance  of  campus. 

Southern  Miss  Gulf  Coast  Associate 
Provost  Pat  Joachim,  an  alumna  of  the 
University,  participated  in  the  convocation 
and  said  the  day  brought  great  pride  to  the 
whole  Southern  Miss  community.  "This  is  a 
university  that  is  moving  forward,  and  the 
best  is  yet  to  come,"  she  said. 

Following  the  Centennial  Convocation, 
a  community  picnic  was  held  at  the  center 
of  the  Hattiesburg  Campus,  where  ham- 
burgers, hot  dogs,  cupcakes  and  birthday 
cake  were  served.  Visitors  and  guests  then 
joined  the  Pride  of  Mississippi  Marching 
Band  at  M.M.  Roberts  Stadium  to  form  a 
human  "100"  for  photos  to  conclude  the 
day's  activities. 


Did  you  know  that  the  University's  main 
entrance  once  featured  a  war  memorial 
that  was  destroyed  when  a  vehicle  crashed 
into  it?  The  architecture  of  the  Centennial 
Gateway  draws  from  the  design  of  both 
the  war  memorial  and  the  Aubrey  K.  Lucas 
Administration  Building. 
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Former  NYC  Mayor  Giuliani 

Named  2010  Commencement  Speaker 

■9|  Former  New  York  City  Mayor  Rudolph  Giuliani  will  be  the 

WB  ^\         keynote  speaker  at  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi's 

H  Centennial  Celebration  Commencement  ceremony  Saturday,  May 

W  /J^    JL        15,  in  MM.  Roberts  Stadium. 

^  "I  think  Mississippians,  perhaps  more  than  others,  can 

^k    '^Z  appreciate  a  hero.  Strong  leadership  in  the  midst  of  chaos  changes 

^B|  /^^     ^ves  an<^  gives  people  reason  to  hope  and  work  and  endure,"  said 

H  ^fl         ^H     Southern  Miss  President  Martha  Saunders.  "Rudy  Giuliani  earned 
^^H     ^2      ^^H     the  country's  admiration  for  his  role  in  the  aftermath  of  9/11.  I  am 

|  £Hi     eager  t0  hear  his  thoughts  on  lessons  learned  from  tragedy." 

Rudy  Giuliani  The  Southern  Miss  commencement  ceremony  will  begin  at 

9  a.m.  and  will  include  students  from  the  University's  campuses 
in  Hattiesburg  and  Long  Beach  in  one  united  ceremony.  During  2010  the  University  is 
celebrating  the  100th  anniversary  of  its  legislative  founding  on  March  30,  1910. 

More  than  1,500  students  who  are  candidates  for  graduation  from  all  University 
locations  are  expected  to  participate  in  the  ceremony.  Southern  Miss  has  graduated  more 
than  120,000  students  in  its  100-year  history. 

In  1993,  Giuliani,  a  former  Associate  Attorney  General  appointed  by  President  Reagan, 
was  elected  as  the  107th  mayor  of  the  City  of  New  York,  becoming  the  first  Republican 
elected  to  the  position  in  a  generation.  In  recognition  of  his  leadership  of  the  city  following 
the  Sept.  11,  2001,  terrorist  attacks,  Time  magazine  named  Mr.  Giuliani  the  2001  "Person 
of  the  Year."  He  was  knighted  by  Queen  Elizabeth  II  and  was  presented  the  Ronald  Reagan 
Presidential  Freedom  Award  by  former  First  Lady  Nancy  Reagan. 

In  2002,  Giuliani  formed  Giuliani  Partners,  a  New  York-based  consulting  firm 
specializing  in  security,  preparedness  and  crisis  management,  and  became  the  firm's  chief 
executive  officer.  That  same  year,  he  was  named  Consultant  of  the  Year  by  Consulting 
magazine.  He  also  is  the  author  of  the  best-selling  book,  "Leadership,"  in  which  he 
reflected  on  decision-making,  management  skills  and  the  9/11  crisis. 

A  one-time  contender  for  the  Republican  Presidential  nomination,  Giuliani  has  been  a 
name  partner  in  the  Bracewell  &  Giuliani  law  firm  since  2005. 


Whitehead 
Named  Dean  of 
College  of  Science 
and  Technology 


Joe  Whitehead 


A  physics 
professor  with 
two  decades  of 
experience  in 
the  classroom, 
research  and 
administration 
at  the  University 
has  been  chosen 
to  lead  its  College 


of  Science  and  Technology. 

Dr.  Joe  B.  Whitehead  Jr.,  who  has  served 
as  interim  dean  of  the  college  since  August 
2009,  has  been  named  dean  of  the  college 
at  the  recommendation  of  a  campus  search 
committee.  He  replaces  Dr.  Rex  Gandy,  who 
last  summer  accepted  the  position  of  provost 
and  vice  president  of  Academic  Affairs  at 
Texas  A&M  University  at  Kingsville. 

A  native  of  Picayune,  Whitehead 
joined  the  Southern  Miss  faculty  as  an 
assistant  professor  in  its  Department  of 
Physics  and  Astronomy  in  1990  after 
working  for  a  year  as  a  research  scientist 
at  Georgia  Tech  Research  Institute.  In 
1994,  he  received  a  joint  appointment 
in  the  Department  of  Chemistry  and 
Biochemistry,  and  was  chairman  of  the 
Department  of  Physics  and  Astronomy 
from  1998-2003.  He  was  associate  dean 
for  the  college  from  January  2004  through 
July  2009. 


Did  you 
KNOW? 

Did  you  know  that  the  College  of 
Science  and  Technology  is  one 
of  five  degree-granting  units  at 
Southern  Miss?  Approximately 
3,000  students,  including  500 
graduate  students,  are  enrolled 
in  the  college's  programs. 
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CENTENNIAL 

TRiViA 


As  the  celebration  of  the  University's  Centennial  continues  throughout 
the  calendar  year,  here  are  a  few  questions  to  test  your  knowledge  of 
Southern  Miss  history.  Answer  four  correctly,  and  we'll  assume  you  are  a 
former  University  archives  staff  member.  Answer  two  or  three  accurately, 
and  you  can  consider  yourself  a  loyal  alumnus  or  alumna.  Answer  zero 
or  one  correctly,  and  you  may  want  to  double  check  to  make  sure  your 
diploma  is  not  from  a  university  in  north  Mississippi. 

1.  What  fraternity  was  the  first  to  have  a  house  on  campus,  and 
what  was  unique  about  the  structure? 

2.  Who  are  the  only  two  Southern  Miss  basketball  players  to  be 
named  Metro  Conference  MVP  three  times? 

3.  Where  was  the  location  of  the  first  campus  library? 

4.  Who  were  the  first  two  African-American  students  to  enroll  at 
The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi? 


SEE  THE  ANSWERS  ON  PAGE  63 


Did  you  know  that 

Southern  Miss 

is  one  of  only 

33  colleges  and 

universities 

nationwide 

to  be  fully  accredited 

in  all  four  disciplines 

of  the  arts? 


Find  out  why. 
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Upcoming  Events  Calendar 

All  events  are  subject  to  change  and  should  be  confirmed.  Any 
questions  regarding  these  events  can  be  directed  to  the  Southei 
Alumni  Association  at  alumni@usm.edu  or  call  601.266.5013.  Plea 
SouthernMissAlumni.com  for  the  most  up-to-date  calendar.  All  events  are 
located  on  the  Hattiesburg  Campus  unless  otherwise  noted.  For  athletics 
schedules,  visit  SouthernMiss.com.  The  football  schedule  is  included  in  the 
Athletic  News  section  of  this  edition  of  The  Talon. 
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24 


THEATRE 


Spring  Commencement  I  9  a.m.  I  MM.  Roberts  Stadium 

Laurel  Metro  Alumni  Chapter  Tailgate  I  6  p.m.  I  The  Right 
Field  Roost  at  Pete  Taylor  Park  |  For  more  information, 
contact  Bart  Gavin  at  601.498.2278  or  bartgavin@aol.com. 

Nashville  Alumni  Dinner  |  6:30  p.m.  I  Sportsman's 
Lodge,  Brentwood,  Tenn.  |  For  more  information,  contact 
Dana  Edwards  at  615.715.0057  or  dana.edwards© 
southernmissalumni.com. 

Huntsville  Alumni  Dinner  |  6  p.m.  I  PoBoy  Factory  I 
For  more  information  or  tickets,  contact  Lee  Berry  at 
901.921.6697  or  lee.berryiii@gmail.com. 

Birmingham  Alumni  Chapter  Luncheon  |  Noon  I 
Carrabba's  Italian  Grill  |  For  more  information,  contact 
Nick  Posey  at  205.621.6741  or  posey04@charter.net. 

South  Central  Mississippi  Alumni  Chapter  Tailgate  I  6:30 

p.m.  |  The  Right  Field  Roost  at  Pete  Taylor  Park  I  For  more 
information,  contact  Gene  Polk  at  601.270.5599  or 
gene@nicholsoncpas.com. 


Southeast  Mississippi  Alumni  Chapter  Drawdown  I  6  30 

p.m.  |  Ocean  Springs  Civic  Center  |  For  tickets,  contact 
Pam  Thompson  at  228.217.7002  or  mgmt@sportsshack.org. 

New  York  Picnic  in  Central  Park  I  Event  starts  at  noon. 
with  Southern  Miss  alumni  photo  taken  at  2  p.m.  |  East 
Meadow  at  Central  Park  |  For  more  information,  contact 
Dawn  Smith  at  601.266.4218  or  dawn.smith@usm.edu. 

Atlanta  Picnic  in  the  Park  I  Event  starts  at  10:30  a.m. 

I  Chastain  Park  |  For  more  information,  contact  Clay 
Peacock  at  678.772.9879  or  claylordl@aol.com. 


The  Central  MS  Alumni  Chapter  hosts  the  Jackson 
All-Star  Party  |  3  p.m.  I  Mississippi  Trademart  I  For  more 
intormation,  contact  Ryan  Kelly,  Alumni  Association 
manager  of  constituent  relations,  at  michacl.kcUv@usm.edu 
or  001.266.5357. 

The  Gulf  Coast  Metro  Alumni  Chapter  hosts  the 
Mugshots  Gulf  Coast  Beach  Bash  I  3  p.m.  I  Mugshots 
Grill  and  Bar,  Biloxi  I  For  more  information,  contact 
Ryan  Kelly,  Alumni  Association  manager  of  constituent 
relations,  at  michael.kelly@usm.edu  or  601.266  >35" 
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Alumni  Chapter/Constituent  Society  Directory 

The  Alumni  Association  features  a  number  of  geographic  chapters  and  constituent 
societies,  which  organize  events,  raise  funds  for  scholarships,  and  more.  For  information 
on  how  to  increase  your  involvement  in  the  Association  on  the  local  level,  contact  the 
appropriate  volunteer  leader  below.  For  more  information  on  alumni  chapters  and 
constituent  societies,  contact  Ryan  Kelly,  Alumni  Association  Manager  of  Constituent 
Relations,  at  601.266.5357  or  michael.kelly@usm.edu. 


Alumni  Association 
Life  Members 

Stephanie  D.  Aitchison 

Peter  &  Casey  Brueske 

Jayne  Buttross 

LeAnne  Casiano 

Troy  &  Logan  Cook 

Dwain  &  Ellen  Cotton 

Jason  &  Jennifer  Crane 

Chrissy  Cullinane 

James  Ray  Dodson 

Donald  Glen  Dollar 

Andrew  W.  Fox 

Frank  Hachmuth 

Patricia  Hamrick 

Kevin  Harrison 

Henry  &  Gina  Heathcock 

Ron  &  Sue  Hegwood 

David  &  Linda  Ishee 

Robert  L.  Jackson 
Mildred  Giles  Keller 

Cynthia  Kitchens 

Rad  &  Jennifer  Lang 

Megan  Lee 

Bruce  Leggett 

Claudette  Luther 

Robert  A.  McTyre 

Benjamin  O.  Morris 

Troy  E.  Norton 

James  C.  O'Quinn,  II 

Joanna  H.  Powell 

Jesse  &  Shelly  Robinson 

Dale  &  Dianne  Saulters 

Bryan  G.  See,  Jr. 

Claude  D.  Stubbs 

Charlie  &  Cindy  Sutherland 

Douglas  Keith  Tootle 

Kendall  &  Tammy  Turnage 

Sherri  Strong  Young 

Maximillian  Zehner 


Atlanta  Ambassador 

Clay  Peacock 
678.772.9879 
clayfordl@aol.com 

Baton  Rouge  Chapter 

Billy  Leach 

225.802.8495 

billy@ptitleinc.com 

Birmingham  Chapter 

Nick  Posey 

205.621.6741 

posey04@charter.net 

Central  MS  Chapter 

Susan  Lamey 
228.806.1031 
susanlamey@ymatl.com 

Dallas  Ambassador 

Kirk  Thompson 

214.929.0730 

kirk.thompson@att.net 

Delta  Ambassador 

Kuykendall  Horne-Murry 
662.887.3312 

kuykendall. horne-murry@ 
clarkdavisbelk.com 

East  Central  MS  Chapter 

Dick  Simmons 
601.955.1783 
dicksimmons2  l@aol.com 

Golden  Triangle  Ambassador 

Keith  Mooney 
662.574.9344 
kwmooney@bellsouth.net 

Gulf  Coast  Metro  Chapter 

Brenda  Walker 

228.385.8631 

osbeach@cableone.net 

Houston  Ambassador 

Kimberly  Fountain 
281.974.8902 
houstonalumni® 
southernmissalumni.com 

Huntsville  Ambassador 

Lee  Berry 

901.921.6697 

lee.berryiii@gmail.com 

Lafayette  Ambassador 

Ken  Crawley 
337.991.0869 
kdc223@cox.net 


Laurel  Metro  Chapter 

Bart  Gavin 

601.498.2278 

bartgavin@aol.com 

Little  Rock  Ambassador 

Kim  Ward 

601.270.3104 

kimwardl05@hotmail.com 

Memphis  Ambassador 

Brad  He  lie  r 

901.489.9426 

BradleyHefler@yahoo.com 

Mobile  Chapter 

Joe  Sullivan 

251.929.1295 

]sullivan@willandpierce.com 

Nashville  Ambassador 

Dana  Edwards 
615.715.0057 
dana.edwards® 
southernmissalumni.com 

New  Orleans  Chapter 

Gavin  Langston 

504.723.7382 

Gavin.M.Langston@cox.net 

New  York  Ambassador 

Casey  Carden 
347.831.6639 
Casey.Carden@gmail.com 

Northeast  MS  Ambassador 

Jennifer  Mulrooney 

662.213.1876 

jennifer.mulrooney@bsci.com 

Northshore  (La.)  Ambassador 

Vacant 

Panama  City  Ambassador 

Don  Rice 

850.769.4629 

donjrice@comcast.net 

Pearl  River  Ambassador 

Scott  White 

601.916.5109 

Swhite@coastepa.com 

Pensacola  Ambassador 

Gene  Klos 

850.434.6892 

gklos@bellsouth.net 


South  Central  MS  Chapter 

Gene  Polk 

601.270.5599 

gene@nicholsoncpas.com 

Southeast  Central  MS  Chapter 

Lavon  Crane 

601.735.7103 
lcrane@waynegeneralhospital.org 

Southeast  MS  Chapter 

Pam  Thompson 

228.217.7002 

mgmt@sportsshack.org 

Southwest  Central  MS  Chapter 

Erin  Smith 

601.754.3572 

erin.smith@cohn.edu 

Southwest  MS  Ambassador 

Chip  Sturdivant 

601.5977625 

chipusm@gmail.com 

Tampa  Ambassador 

Jessica  Rogers 
601.270.3118 
Jesswil80@yahoo.com 

Washington  D.C.  Ambassador 

Blake  Hamm 

202.255.9594 

dcgoldeneagles@yahoo.com 

Accounting 
Constituent  Society 

Shannon  Jones 

601.264.3519 

Shannon@nicholsoncpas.com 

Economic  Development 
Constituent  Society 

Angie  Cognevich 

601.545.4007 

acognevich@mississippi.org 

Law  Constituent  Society 

Judge  David  Ishee 
228.861.0812 
jishee@mssc.  state,  ms.  us 

Minority  Constituent  Society 

Marcus  Kincaid 

601.624.5108 

marcus.kincaid@ingfa.com 

Nursing  Constituent  Society 

Miriam  Cabana 

601.266.5278 

Miriam.Cabana@usm.edu 
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Pierce  Named  Vice  President  for  Advancement 


Pierce 


Southern  Miss  Alumni 
Association  Executive  Director 
Bob  Pierce  has  been  named 
The  University  of  Southern 
Mississippi's  vice  president  for 
Advancement,  effective  July  1, 
University  President  Dr.  Martha 
Saunders  announced  in  April. 

Pierce,  the  Association's 
director  since  i998,  has  also 
served  as  the  Acting  Vice  President 
for  Advancement  since  February. 
He  replaces  Dr.  David  Woli, 
who  left  the  University  earlier  this  year.  On  July  1,  Pierce  will 
continue  to  oversee  the  operations  of  both  the  Alumni  Association 
and  University  Foundation,  but  relinquish  his  duties  as  executive 
director  of  the  Association.  Saunders  said  the  search  for  a  new 
Alumni  Association  executive  director  will  begin  immediately.  A 
committee  charged  with  guiding  the  search,  to  be  chaired  by  the 
Association's  president-elect,  Randy  Pope,  has  been  formed. 

As  executive  director  of  the  Alumni  Association,  Pierce  led 
the  effort  to  raise  $3  million  for  the  restoration  and  expansion  ol 
the  Ogletree  House,  the  home  to  the  Association's  operations  on 


Two  Great  Career  Opportunities  at  Southern  Miss! 


the  University's  Hattiesburg  Campus.  The  successful  effort,  which 
finished  with  $3.26  million  in  contributions,  doubled  the  size  of 
the  facility  and  completely  restored  the  historic  structure,  one  of  the 
fOO-year-old  institution's  five  remaining  original  buildings.  Pierce 
also  oversaw  the  successful  20,000  in  20f0  Membership  Campaign, 
an  effort  to  increase  the  Association's  membership  by  approximately 
25  percent  by  the  University's  Centennial  Celebration  of  2010. 
Through  March,  the  Association's  membership  for  the  fiscal  year 
that  will  end  on  June  30  stood  at  20,459. 

Pierce,  a  1991  Southern  Miss  graduate  and  former  athletic 
fund-raiser  for  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi,  earned 
a  bachelor's  degree  in  business  administration  with  honors.  He 
completed  a  master's  degree  in  advertising  and  public  relations 
at  the  University  of  Alabama  in  2003  and  was  selected  as  the 
program's  outstanding  graduate  student  for  the  period  of  study. 
Following  a  stint  as  Manager  of  Operations  for  the  Sigma  Chi 
Fraternity  International  Headquarters  in  Evanston,  111.,  Pierce  was 
named  to  the  position  of  Alumni  Association  executive  director  in 
August  1998.  For  almost  12  years,  Pierce  has  led  the  Association's 
staff,  currently  consisting  of  11  full-time  members. 

He  is  married  to  the  former  Kristi  Muench  of  Ocean  Springs, 
also  a  Southern  Miss  graduate  and  fellow  employee  of  the 
University.  They  have  two  children,  Sarah  and  Drew. 
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Executive  Director  of  the 
Southern  Miss  Alumni  Association 


The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi 
Alumni  Association  is  seeking  a  detail-  \ 

oriented,  dependable  individual  with  strong        'v. 
communication,  organizational,  and  interpersonal 
skills  to  direct  the  daily  affairs  of  the  Alumni  Association.  This 
position  serves  as  the  chief  staff  executive  and  has  day-to-day 
responsibility  for  all  services  provided  through  the  Alumni 
Association  including  membership  development,  communications, 
O  field  operations,  program  development,  financial  stewardship, 
and  administration.  The  position  reports  to  the  University's 
Vice  President  for  Advancement  and  the  Southern  Miss  Alumni 
Association's  Board  of  Directors. 

A  bachelor's  degree,  preferably  from  Southern  Miss,  is  required. 
Qualifications  include  a  minimum  of  two  years  organizational 
management  and  administrative  experience  with  demonstrated 
supervisory  responsibilities  and  budget  management  oversight. 
Must  possess  exceptional  leadership  abilities  including  extensive 
organizational  and  time  management  skills,  superior  written 
and  oral  communication  abilities,  a  record  of  critical  and 
creative  thinking,  effective  strategic  planning  experience,  and 
self-motivation.  Professional  experience  in  volunteer  board 
management  and  in  leading  a  501(c)(3)  not-for-profit  corporation 
or  membership-based  association  is  a  plus. 


Associate  Director  for 
Development 

The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi 
Foundation  is  seeking  a  highly-organized,  southern  Mississippi  II 

management-oriented  individual  to  direct  and         FOUNDATION  II 
oversee  the  fundraising  operations  of  the  USM 
Foundation.  This  position  serves  as  the  manager  for  the  Foundation's 
development  officers  and  responsibilities  include  organization  and 
coordination  of  major  gift  fundraising,  planned  giving,  annual 
fund,  campaign  and  fundraising  management,  and  oversight  of 
development  personnel.  The  position  also  serves- as  a  member  of 
the  executive  leadership  team  for  the  Vice  President  for  University 
Advancement  /  Executive  Director  of  the  USM  Foundation. 

A  bachelor's  degree  is  required.  Additional  qualifications  include 
extensive  organizational  and  time  management  skills,  written  and 
oral  communication  abilities,  critical  and  creative  thinking,  strategic 
planning  experience,  and  self-motivation.  Two  years  professional 
experience  in  managing  a  501(c)(3)  not-for-profit  corporation 
or  in  a  sales  management  role  is  required.  Desired  experience 
includes  involvement  with  fundraising  or  sales  campaigns  including 
formulation  of  the  plan,  a  program  for  prospect  identification  and 
screening,  campaign  management  and  oversight,  development 
of  campaign  collateral  materials  and  supporting  events,  and 
documented  methods  of  bringing  the  campaign  to  a  successful 
conclusion. 


To  apply  for  either  position,  or  for  more  information,  go  to  jobs.usm.edu  before  May  15,  2010. 
The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi  is  an  AA/EEO  employer. 
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Dates  Set  for  Big-Three 

Summer  Alumni  Parties  in  Mississippi 

The  Alumni  Association  has  announced  the  dates  for  the  organization's  big-three 
summer  parties  to  be  held  throughout  Mississippi.  The  parties,  hosted  by  the  Central 
Mississippi,  Gulf  Coast  Metro,  and  South  Central  Mississippi  chapters  of  the  Association, 
offer  opportunities  for  guests  to  visit  with  Southern  Miss  coaches,  administrators,  football 
players,  cheerleaders  and  Seymour.  Southern  Miss  merchandise  will  be  available  for 
purchase,  and  silent  and  live  auctions  will  be  available  to  raise  money  for  the  chapters' 
respective  scholarship  funds  for  incoming  students. 

First,  the  Central  Mississippi  Alumni  Chapter  will  host  the  Jackson  All-Star  Party  at  5 
p.m.  on  Thursday,  July  15,  2010,  at  the  Mississippi  Trademart  in  Jackson.  This  event  draws 
huge  crowds  each  year  as  fans  visit  with  football  players,  coaches,  and  University  officials. 

Second,  the  Gulf  Coast  Metro  Alumni  Chapter  will  host  the  Gulf  Coast  Beach  Bash  from  3 
to  5  p.m.  on  Saturday,  July  24,  2010,  at  Mugshots  Grill  and  Bar  in  Biloxi.  Coaches,  players,  and 
cheerleaders  will  be  on-site  to  visit  with  alumni  and  fans.  Unlike  years  past,  this  event  will  be 
reception-style  with  a  reduced  ticket  price  and  food  and  drinks  available  for  purchase. 

Finally,  the  South  Central  Mississippi  Alumni  Chapter  will  host  Eagle  Fanfare  from 
4  to  6  p.m.  on  Saturday,  Aug.  7,  2010,  at  Reed  Green  Coliseum  on  the  Hattiesburg 
Campus.  In  2008  and  2009,  near  record  crowds  gathered  to  meet  the  entire  football  team, 
University  coaches,  and  staff.  In  addition,  a  record  amount  was  raised  for  the  chapter's 
scholarship  fund.  This  year,  a  reduced  ticket  price  will  be  offered  to  further  increase 
attendance  and  give  all  fans  the  opportunity  to  meet  the  2010  Southern  Miss  football 
team.  Food  and  drinks  will  be  available  for  purchase. 

For  more  information  on  any  of  the  big-three  summer  events,  please  visit  the 
Upcoming  Events  section  of  SouthernMissAlumni.com. 
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Alumni  Hall  of  Fame 

The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi  Alumni  Hall  of  Fame 

recognizes  those  whose  contributions  of  time  and  financial 

means  have  helped  move  Southern  Miss  forward.  The  nominee 

must  have  graduated  from  Southern  Miss  15  years  previously. 

Nominations  are  being  accepted  through  May  20,  2010. 

For  more  information,  contact  the  Alumni  Association  at 

601.266.5013,  e-mail  alumni@usm.edu,  or  use  the  form 

at  SouthernMissAlumni.com. 


International  Board  of  Directors 

Composed  of  31  alumni,  the  board  is  the  governing 
body  for  the  Southern  Miss  Alumni  Association. 

Outstanding  Service  Award 

Given  to  seven  alumni  based  on  their  service  to  the  University. 

Continuous  Service  Award 

Given  to  five  alumni  for  their  long-term  efforts 
and  dedication  to  Southern  Miss. 

Special  Service  Award 

Given  to  individuals,  not  necessarily  alumni,  who 
have  made  a  significant,  unique  contribution  to 
the  University,  community  or  their  profession. 

Outstanding  Young  Alumnus  /  Alunina  Award 

Given  to  one  alum  36  years  of  age  or  younger  who 

has  made  contributions  of  time  and  effort  to  the  University, 

community  and  their  profession. 

Moran  Pope  Meritorious  Service  Award 

Given  to  one  alum  annually  who  has  continued  to  give  of 

his  or  her  time  and  talents  throughout  the  years  to  recognize 

outstanding  alumni  support,  professional  achievement, 

loyalty,  and  service  to  the  University. 

Friend  of  Southern  Miss  Award 

Given  to  one  individual  annually  who  is  not  an  alum, 

but  has  contributed  greatly  to  the  progress  of  Southern 

Miss  throughout  the  years. 
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Peets  Buffett  Scholarships  Awarded 

Gabnelle  Bulger  and  Alexandria  Gieger  are  the  2010  winners 
of  the  Mary  Loraine  Peets  Buffett  Scholarship,  the  Association 
announced  in  April.  Bulger,  scheduled  to  graduate  from  Magee 
High  School  in  May,  will  attend  Southern  Miss  in  the  fall.  Gieger, 
a  current  Southern  Miss  student,  also  won  the  award  in  2009. 

Named  in  memory  of  Peets  Buffett,  mother  of  three,  including 
perhaps  the  University's  most  famous  alumnus,  Jimmy,  the 
$5,000  scholarship  is  managed  by  the  Southern  Miss  Alumni 
Association.  The  scholarship  is  awarded  to  incoming  full-time 
female  freshmen  from  the  state  of  Mississippi  and  is  renewable 
up  to  four  years.  The  recipient  must  demonstrate  financial  need, 
as  well  as  a  minimum  high  school  grade  point  average  of  3.0  and 
must  select  a  major  from  within  the  College  of  Arts  and  Letters. 

Bulger's  award  was  presented  by  restaurateur  and 
cookbook  author,  Lucy  Buffett,  daughter  to  Peets  and 
sister  to  Jimmy,  at  IP  Casino  in 
Biloxi  in  conjunction  with  Lucy's  selection  as  the  2010 


Lucy  Buffett,  daughter  of  the 
scholarship's  namesake,  presents 
a  certificate  to  Gabrielle  Bulger, 
recognizing  Bulger  as  a  Peets 
Buffett  Scholarship  winner. 


Alexandria  Gieger 


oaraman 

Entrepreneur  of  the  Year  by  the  College  of  Business.  A  2009 
ceremony  honored  Gieger  on  the  initial  receipt  of  her  award. 

Bulger  scored  a  28  on  the  ACT  and  plans  to  double  major  in  music 
education  and  music  performance.  Gieger,  who  is  majoring  in  music 
education,  achieved  a  4.0  grade  point  average  during  the  fall  semester, 
her  first  at  Southern  Miss. 

Peets  Buffett  was  a  1940  graduate  of  Gulf  Park  College  for 
Women  (now  the  Gull  Park  Campus')  in  Long  Beach 


Alumni  Hall  of  Famer, 
Former  Professor 
Bellipanni  Dies 

Lawrence  "Larry"  Bellipanni.  a 
member  of  the  Alumni  Hall  of  Fame  and 
a  retired  associate  professor  of  science 
education  and  biological  sciences  died 
Tuesday,  April  13  at  Forrest  General 
Hospital  in  Hattiesburg.  He  was  72. 

An  active  Southern  Miss  alumnus  and 
avid  Golden  Eagle  fan,  Bellipanni  joined 
the  University's  faculty  in  1970  and  retired 
in  2003.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Alumni 
Hall  of  Fame  Class  of  1994. 

Bellipani  is  perhaps  best  known,  though, 
for  his  direction  of  the  Mississippi  Science 
and  Engineering  Fair  for  42  years  and  as  a 
science  fair  judge  at  the  international  level 
for  15  years.  In  1993,  he  played  a  key  role 
in  bringing  the  International  Science  and 
Engineering  Fair  (1SEF)  to  the  Mississippi 
Gulf  Coast.  He  served  on  the  Intel  ISEF 
Advisory  Council,  most  recently  as  its 
secretary,  and  remained  active  assisting 
with  science  fairs  at  all  levels  following  his 
retirement  from  the  University. 

He  is  survived  by  his  wife.  Rosemary 
Bentz  Bellipanni;  son  Larry  Bellipanni. 
Jr.  and  his  wife  Monica  and  their  children 
Nina  and  Drew  of  Hattiesburg;  son  Tim 
Bellipanni  and  his  wife  Beth  and  their 
children  Timothy,  Cooper  and  Russell 
of  Gulfport;  a  daughter.  Dr.  Kimberly 
Bellipanni  of  Hattiesburg;  a  brother.  J. 
W.  Bellipanni  of  Mandeville.  La.;  and 
numerous  nieces  and  nephews. 

Gifts  in  his  honor  may  be  made  to 
The  Lawrence  Bellipanni  Science  Fair 
Scholarship  Endowment  at  The  University 
of  Southern  Mississippi  Foundation. 


Larry  Bellipanni 
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Joseph  Anderson  Cook  was  president 
of  Mississippi  Normal  College  from 
1911  to  1928. 


The  Founding  of 
Mississippi  Normal  College 

Throughout  the  remainder  oj  the  calendar  year,  From  the  Archives  will  feature  excerpts 
from  the  hook  "Treasured  Past.  Golden  Future:  The  University  oj  Southern  Mississippi, 
1910-2010,"  by  Southern  Miss  alumnus  Dr.  Chester  "Bo"  Morgan.  The  hook  can  he 
ordered  online  at  shopsouthernmiss.com  or  by  calling  601.266A386. 


efore  1912,  teacher  training  was  at  the  mercy  of  scattered  summer  normal  institutes  lasting 
one  to  tour  weeks  and  offering  little  more  than  review  courses  in  preparation  for  the  state 
examination  for  teaching  licenses.  From  the  day  of  its  founding  in  1877,  the  Mississippi 
Teachers  Association  (MTA)  worked  tirelessly  for  the  establishment  of  a  state  normal  college. 
Finally,  in  1906,  a  normal  college  bill  was  introduced  into  the  legislature,  only  to  die  in  the 
hostile  House  Education  Committee.  The  following  year,  MTA  president  Joseph  Anderson  Cook 
devoted  his  entire  1907  annual  address  to  the  issue,  sounding  a  note  that  would  fundamentally 
alter  the  tactics  of  the  normal  school  forces  and  ultimately  lead  to  success.  The  lawmakers  had 
rejected  pleas  for  a  normal  college,  Joe  Cook  suggested,  because  they  did  not  believe  its  advocates 
were  "speaking  for  five  thousand  teachers  and  three  hundred  thousand  children.  Let  us  help 
make  the  Legislature  believe,"  he  urged.  "Let  us  five  thousand  teachers  speak  for  ourselves  and 
ask  the  fathers  of  more  than  three  hundred  thousand  white  children  to  speak  for  them!" 

Thus  began  a  campaign  of  organized  publicity  and  personal  contact  that  would  eventually 
overwhelm  the  opposition  in  what  the  Jackson  Daily  News  called  "one  of  the  great  legislative 
fights  of  the  decade."  After  a  second  normal  college  bill  died  in  committee  in  1908,  State 
Superintendent  of  Education  J.  N.  Powers  turned  to  T.  P.  Scott,  then  head  of  the  Brookhaven 
city  schools,  to  organize  a  campaign  in  support  of  a  third  bill,  which  Representative  Marshall 
McCullough  intended  to  introduce  in  1910.  Scott  had  served  the  MTA  since  1901  as  secretary, 
vice-president,  and  president.  During  those  ten  years,  he  had  cranked  out  an  endless  stream 
of  mimeographed  letters  to  county  superintendents  of  education  and  newspaper  editors 
throughout  the  state  urging  their  support  for  the  teachers'  association  as  well  as  for  the  general 
interests  of  education  in  Mississippi.  The  Brookhaven  superintendent  now  trained  the  sights 
of  his  little  hand-operated  mimeograph  machine  upon  the  enemies  of  McCullough 's  House 
Bill  204,  who  soon  found  themselves  besieged  with  letters,  telephone  calls,  telegrams,  and 
editorials  from  all  parts  of  Mississippi  urging  establishment  of  the  normal  college.  Gradually 
Scott's  self-proclaimed  "propaganda  methods"  took  their  toll.  With  the  aid  of  a  strongly  worded 
special  message  of  support  from  Governor  Edmond  F.  Noel,  and  after  supporters  reluctantly 
allowed  opponents  to  strike  the  appropriation  clause,  the  bill  passed  the  House  on  March  16.  A 
week  later  the  Senate  approved  it,  and  on  March  30,  1910,  Governor  Noel  signed  it  into  law. 
It  was  an  act,  as  T  P.  Scott  put  it,  which  seemed  to  its  enemies  "worth  less  than  the  paper 
on  which  it  was  written."  Stripped  of  any  appropriation,  the  bill  granted  no  more  than  "the 
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In  1922,  Kathryn  Swetman 
of  Biloxi  received  the  first 
degree  awarded  by  MNC. 
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"Let  us  help  make  the 
Legislature  believe.  Let  us 
five  thousand  teachers 
speak  for  ourselves." 


— Joseph  Anders 
Mississippi  Normal  College  P 
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Mississippi  jNormal  College  was 

founded  as  a  teacher's  training 

school  tn  1910.  Instruction  of 

students  began  in  1912. 


bare  right"  to  build  a  college.  Two  other 
bills,  however,  approved  on  the  last  day  of 
the  1910  session,  offered  supporters  at  least 
a  possibility  of  turning  "right"  into  reality. 
They  allowed  counties  and  municipalities 
to  issue  bonds  to  finance  land,  buildings, 
or  other  inducements  to  aid  in  "procuring 
the  establishment  and  location  of  the 
Mississippi  Normal  College."  Governor 
Noel  appointed  the  institution's  trustees, 
who  met  for  the  first  time  on  May  7,  1910, 
in  the  governor's  office.  The  board  decided 
to  solicit  bids  from  cities  interested  in 
securing  the  school  but  agreed  to  accept  no 
donation  short  of  $100,000  plus  a  building 
site.  Three  communities  made  offers: 
Jackson  and  Hinds  County,  $200,000  and 
a  sixty-acre  site;  Laurel  and  Jones  County, 
$230,000  and  a  sixty-acre  site;  Hattiesburg 
and  Forrest  County,  $250,000  and  a  120- 
acre  site.  Several  other  cities,  including 
Meridian  and  Artesia,  eventually  showed 
some  interest,  but  by  September  attention 
focused  on  the  two  piney-woods  towns, 
Laurel  and  Hattiesburg.  The  board  visited 
Hattiesburg  on  September  6,  Laurel  the 
next  day,  and  then  met  on  the  sixteenth 
to  select  the  location.  The  vote  was 


Hattiesburg,  six;  Laurel,  two;  Jackson,  one. 

Throughout  the  fall  1910,  the  city 
and  the  college  board  wrestled  with  the 
problem  of  a  location  for  the  school.  W. 
S.  F.  Tatum,  a  local  lumber  baron,  offered 
three  possibilities,  including  the  campus 
of  old  South  Mississippi  College,  which 
had  been  founded  in  Hattiesburg  in  1906 
and  whose  main  building  had  burned  to 
the  ground  earlier  in  the  year.  Tatum's 
most  serious  challenge  came  from  Dr. 


of  the  Ross  group.  The  trustees  purchased 
an  additional  eighty  acres — at  one 
hundred  dollars  an  acre — from  the  same 
three  men  who  promptly  donated  the 
eight  thousand  dollars  back  to  the  school. 
Tatum  later  gave  his  South  Mississippi 
College  property  to  the  state's  Baptists  for 
a  denominational  school,  which  eventually 
became  William  Carey  University.  BH 


T.  E.  Ross,  A 
A.  Montague, 
and  H.  A. 
Camp,  whose 
so-called  Hardy 
Street  site 
encompassed 
120  acres  about 
two  and  a  half 
miles  west  of 
downtown. 
On  December 
27,  after  three 
months  of 
controversy,  the 
board  voted  to 
accept  the  proposal 
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Reserve  Your  Advance  Copy  Now 


Written  by  Southern  Miss  alumnus  dr.  Chester  "Bo"  morgan 

and  published  by  the  University  Press  of  Mississippi,  this  book  will  provide  readers  with  an 
in-depth  look  at  the  unique  heritage  of  Southern  Miss.  Never-before-seen  photographs  and  vivid 
prose  will  make  this  book  the  perfect  keepsake  from  our  University's  Centennial  celebration. 
Books  are  available  for  pre-order  and  will  be  shipped  this  fall. 


$50  hardcover 

plus  shipping  and  handling 

Reserve  your  advance  copy  NOW"! 


www.shopsouthernmiss.com 


or  601.266.4386 
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Foundation  Announces  Progress  of  Centennial  Scholarship  Campaign 


As  The  University  of  Southern 
Mississippi  continued  the  celebration  of  its 
100th  Founders'  Day  on  Tuesday,  March 
30,  University- officials  announced  the 
progress  of  the  Centennial  Scholarship 
Campaign  at  a  luncheon  held  at  the  Thad 
Cochran  Center. 

Acting  Vice  President  for  Advancement 
Bob  Pierce  announced  to  members  of  the 
University  community  that  as  of  March 
30,  $2,700,509  has  been  raised  in  support 
of  University  scholarships. 

"Scholarships  for  Southern  Miss  stu- 
dents have  never  been  more  important  than 
right  now,  and  what  better  way  to  com- 
memorate the  University's  Centennial  than 
by  supporting  a  fund  that  will  assist  tal- 
ented students  in  attending  the  University 
in  its  second  century,"  said  Pierce. 

The  Centennial  Scholarship 
Campaign,  which  will  continue  through 
March  30,  2011,  is  aimed  at  ensuring 
the  future  lifeblood  of  the  institution  by 


University  President  Martha  Saunders  looks  on 
as  the  progress  of  the  Foundation's  Centennial 
Scholarship  Campaign  is  announced. 

increasing  the  availability  of  unrestricted, 
endowed  scholarship  support.  The 
campaign  was  announced  in  2009,  along 
with  a  lead  gift  of  $100,000  from  former 
Hattiesburg  Mayor  Bobby  Chain  and 
his  wife,  Betty.  Since  then,  alumni  and 


friends  have  responded  in  large  numbers, 
including  a  major  gift  of  $100,000  from 
Raymond  and  Michelle  VanNorman  of 
Madison.  Raymond  currently  serves  as 
vice  president  of  the  USM  Foundation's 
Board  of  Directors,  while  Michelle  is 
a  member  of  the  Alumni  Association's 
Board  of  Directors. 

"Michelle  and  I  attended  Southern 
Miss  because  of  the  scholarships 
that  were  offered  to  us,"  Raymond 
VanNorman  said.  "Hopefully,  our  gift 
will  help  others  with  their  decisions  to 
attend  Southern  Miss.  The  Centennial 
Scholarship  is  attractive  to  us  because 
there  has  always  been  a  need  for  unre- 
stricted funds  for  the  University  to  direct 
where  they  see  the  possibilities  of  attract- 
ing better  students  in  all  fields  of  study." 

For  more  information  or  to  make 
a  gift  to  the  Centennial  Scholarship 
Campaign,  contact  the  USM  Foundation  at 
601.266.5602. 


Grateful  Social  Work  Alumna  Establishes  Annual  Scholarship 


Jane  Parker 


With  a  gift  of  $30,000  to  The 
University  of  Southern  Mississippi 
Foundation,  alumna  Jane  Parker 
recently  established  the  Jane  Parker 
Social  Work  Annual  Scholarship 
to  honor  her  alma  mater  and  show 
gratitude  for  the  opportunities 
Southern  Miss  provided  her. 

After  receiving  a  master's  of 
social  work  from  Southern  Miss 
in  1979,  Parker  gained  experience 
working  for  Ellisville  State  School, 
Pine  Belt  Mental  Health  Care, 
the  Hospital  Corporation  of  America,  Women's  and  Children's 
Hospital  and  Tulane  University,  where  she  is  currently  employed 
as  the  director  of  the  Institute  for  Psychosocial  Health. 

"The  master's  of  social  work  program  at  Southern  Miss  offered 
me  the  opportunities  to  work  in  health  and  mental  health  as  both 
a  clinician  and  organizational  leader,"  said  Parker. 

Another  inspiration  for  Parker  to  give  back  to  her  alma  mater 
came  in  the  wake  of  Hurricane  Katrina.  After  being  displaced 
from  New  Orleans  by  the  storm  in  2005,  Parker  was  welcomed 
with  open  arms  by  faculty  and  staff  from  the  College  of  Health  at 
Southern  Miss.  Provided  with  office  space,  telephone  access  and 
moral  support,  Parker  was  able  to  coordinate  with  other  displaced 
Tulane  administrators  and  faculty  to  set  up  remote  classes  for  their 


students  within  two  weeks  of  the  storm. 

In  2006,  Parker  was  named  Alumna  of  the  Year  by  the 
College  of  Health.  "The  whole  affair  seemed  reversed  to  me," 
recalled  Parker.  "I  felt  like  I  should  be  handing  Southern  Miss 
an  award." 

"It  is  a  good  thing  when  individuals  make  contributions  to 
support  student  scholarships,"  said  Dr.  Tim  Rehner,  director  of  the 
School  of  Social  Work.  "It  is  terrific  when  alumni  invest  in  their 
alma  mater  and  in  students.  Jane  Parker's  gift  is  a  very  special  gift 
for  both  the  School  of  Social  Work  and  our  students." 

The  Jane  Parker  Social  Work  Annual  Scholarship  will  be 
awarded  to  a  student  in  the  master  of  social  work  program  with  a 
minimum  3.3  grade  point  average  who  demonstrates  an  interest  in 
mental  and  health  care  social  work  fields. 

"The  scholarship  is  designed  to  encourage  more  student 
interest  in  excellent  clinical  social  work  practice  in  health  care, 
including  behavioral  health,"  said  Parker.  "Our  country  is  moving 
toward  more  decentralized,  holistic  health  care  and  social  workers 
can  be  major  players  in  assuring  that  the  psychosocial  needs  of 
individuals  and  families  are  addressed." 

Parker  remains  grateful  for  the  education  she  received  from 
Southern  Miss.  "A  scholarship  continues  to  influence  the  world 
long  after  the  initial  monies  are  spent,"  said  Parker.  "As  the 
grateful  recipient  of  different  scholarships  across  my  educational 
endeavors,  I  am  now  able  to  give  something  back  and  say  'thank 
you'  to  Southern  Miss." 
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Foundation's  Offices  Move  to  New  Trent  Lott  Center 


The  Center  is  named  in  honor  of  Trent  Lott,  who  was 
a  driving  force  in  the  United  Stales  Congress  for  35 
years,  including  19  years  in  the  U.S.  Senate.  The 
former  majority  leader  of  the  Senate  was  joined  by 
University  President  Martha  Saunders,  Lt.  Gov.  Phil 
Bryant  and  others  at  the  dedication  ceremony. 
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Tradition.  Success.  Possibility. 


C^£eSkA£&th.t  University's  Centennial 
by  making  a  lasting  impact  on  the 
future  of  Southern  Miss. 


A  contribution  to  the  Centennial 
Scholarship  Campaign  will  demonstrate 
your  commitment  to  our  students  for 
the  next  100  years.  To  make  a  gift  to  the 
Centennial  Scholarship  Campaign,  call 
the  USM  Foundation  at  601.266.5602  or 
visit  www.usmfoundation.com/100. 
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Southern  Miss  Dedicates  Centennial  Gateway 


As  The  University 
of  Southern  Mississippi 
enjoyed  the  100th 
anniversary  of 
its  founding,  the 
University  community 
also  celebrated  the 
dedication  of  the 
newly  constructed 
Centennial  Gateway 
and  the  announcement 
of  the  identity  of  the 
structure's  lead  donor. 

University  President 
Martha  Saunders 
and  members  of  the 
Centennial  Celebration 
Steering  Committee 
joined  campus  and 
community  leaders  at 
the  historic  entrance  to 


The  Centennial  Gateway  entrance  to  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi  campus  in  Hattiesburg  was  made 
possible  through  a  donation  by  the  Ed  Langton  family,  which  includes,  from  left,  Lance,  Lynda,  Ed  and  Lauren. 


of  Fame  inductee 
in  2001  and  was 
a  recipient  of  the 
Continuous  Service 
Award  in  2006. 

Langton's 
dedication  and 
generosity  are 
not  limited  to  the 
University.  He  is  the 
current  president 
of  the  Greater  Pine 
Belt  Community 
Foundation  and  has 
been  a  director  of  the 
United  Way,  where  he 
was  also  chairman  and 
co-chairman  of  the 
Grand  Givers  Club  and 
chosen  as  a  community 
hero  to  carry  the 


the  Hattiesburg  Campus  on  Founders'  Day  March  30,  to  dedicate  the 
Centennial  Gateway  and  to  honor  the  Edward  J.  "Ed"  Langton  family 
as  the  donor  who  pledged  $200,000  in  2009  to  fund  the  125-foot- 
wide  brick  and  cast  stone  structure.  A  supporting  gift  of  $17,777.77 
from  the  Gold  Leaf  Society  also  helped  fund  construction. 

"We  are  overwhelmed  with  excitement  to  see  such  an  awesome 
landmark  be  erected  to  symbolize  our  heartfelt  belief  in  the  value  of 
the  University  not  only  to  our  community,  but  to  all  humanity,"  said 
Langton.  "That  is  what  led  me  to  memorialize  those  thoughts  in  the 
gateway's  bronze  plaque. .  .Enter  this  gateway  to  fortify  the  mind. 
Depart  this  gateway  devoted  to  the  betterment  o\  humanity." 

Langton  currently  serves  as  chairman  of  the  board  and  CEO 
for  Grand  Bank  of  Hattiesburg.  He  is  also  the  founder,  chairman 
and  CEO  of  Mortgage  Funding  Corporation  and  is  founder  and 
chairman  of  IF-I  Foundation,  a  nonprofit  charitable  foundation. 
The  family  includes  Ed's  wife,  Lynda,  and  their  adult  children, 
Lance  and  Lauren. 

The  Langton  family's  dedication 
to  Southern  Miss  is  long-standing.  Ed 
and  Lynda  are  Life  Members  of  the 
Southern  Miss  Alumni  Association  and 
members  of  the  University  Foundation's 
Honor  Club.  In  addition,  Ed  has 
served  as  president  of  both  the  Alumni 
Association  and  USM  Foundation 
boards  of  directors. 

He  is  also  a  director  and  past 
chairman  of  the  advisory  board  of  the 
DuBard  School  for  Language  Disorders 
and  has,  for  many  years  beginning  in 
1990,  been  its  fund-raising  campaign 
chairman.  Ed  was  honored  by  the 
Alumni  Association  as  an  Alumni  Hall 


Olympic  Torch  for  the  1996  Olympics.  He  is  a  charter  member  of 
the  Founders  Society  of  St.  Stanislaus  College  Prep  and  executive 
board  member  of  the  Pine  Burr  Area  Council  of  The  Boy  Scouts  of 
America,  having  received  the  prestigious  Silver  Beaver  Award.  He 
was  chosen  as  a  Non-Rotation  Paul  Harris  Fellow.  He  also  served 
in  the  United  States  Army  as  a  first  lieutenant. 

The  gateway  is  one  of  the  most  significant  initiatives  of  the 
University's  Centennial  Celebration  of  2010.  Extending  from  the 
east  side  of  West  Memorial  Drive  to  the  west  side  of  East  Memorial 
Drive,  the  62-foot-wide  middle  section  of  the  gateway  features  the 
name  and  seal  of  the  institution,  as  well  as  urns  replicated  from 
the  Aubrey  K.  Lucas  Administration  Building.  Four-foot-wide 
gateposts  on  opposite  sides  of  the  streets  feature  the  year  ol  the 
University's  legislative  foundation  in  1910. 

The  structure  was  designed  by  Albert  and  Associates 
Architects  of  Hattiesburg  and  constructed  by  BAY.  Sullivan 
Building  Contractor  Inc.  of  Hattiesburg. 


Campus,  stretches  from  West  Memorial  to  East  Memorial  Drive. 
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Bravo!  For  "Ragtime" 

Positive  buzz  still  thrives  when  the 
subject  of  the  Centennial  production  of 
"Ragtime"  comes  up  in  conversation.  The 
joint  production,  which  played  March  4-6, 
showcased  the  combined  talents  of  Southern 
Miss'  School  of  Music  and  Department  of 
Theatre  and  Dance  exceeded  all  expecta- 
tions, and  will  be  remembered  as  a  highlight 
of  2010's  Centennial  events. 

The  performers  played  to  sold  out 
crowds  every  night  as  the  Mannom 
Performing  Arts  Center  was  filled  to  capac- 
ity at  each  of  the  four  performances,  includ- 
ing the  Sunday  matinee. 

"Southern  Miss  students  rose  to  the  chal- 
lenges and  expectations  of  this  performance 
and  tackled  it  with  energy,  vigor,  enthusi- 
asm, and  determination,"  said  Jennifer  Hart, 
music  director.  "I'm  so  proud  of  our  cast  and 
orchestra.  It's  not  everyday  that  you  can  be  a 
part  of  a  production  of  this  scale." 

Upon  entering  the  theatre,  audiences 
marveled  at  the  masterfully  crafted  and 
complicated  sets  that  were  created  by  the  students  and  faculty  from 
theatre.  Projectors  and  screens  hung  seamlessly  from  the  ceiling, 
drawing  audiences  into  the  story  by  making  historical  references 
with  photos  as  part  of  the  backdrop  for  the  show.  At  the  first  down- 
beat, listeners  knew  they  would  be  in  for  a  treat  as  the  Symphony 
Orchestra  soared  and  actors  traipsed  across  the  stage  in  elaborate 
early  19th  century  costumes.  Fantastic  lighting  and  realistic  props 
made  for  an  unforgettable  performance.  Audiences  were  in  awe  as 
a  full-sized  Ford  Model  T  drove  across  the  stage  giving  the  show  an 
added  touch  of  authenticity  and  originality. 

Student  performers  enjoyed  the  experience  of  being  in  a 
production  of  this  scale  and  were  delighted  to  work  with  other 
students  from  various  departments.  The  whole  design  team  from 


The  cast  and  crew  received  a  number  of  award  nominations.  Above,  from  lefl 
are  Brion  Monroe,  Josh  Thomas,  Paul  Williams,  Drew  Arnold  and  Trequon  Tate. 


Large  audiences  attended  performances  of  "Ragtime"  each  night.  Above,  from  left,  are  Joe  Hernandez,  Dr. 
Taylor  Hightower,  Meredith  Morris  and  Lori  Birrer. 


directors  to  set  and  sound  designers  found  the  show  to  be  a  chal- 
lenge, but  overall  exciting  opportunity. 

"Directing  'Ragtime'  was  a  life  changing  event  for  me,"  said 
Robin  Carr,  director  and  associate  professor  of  voice  and  acting. 
"It  was  a  privilege  to  work  with  so  many  talented  artists  from 
both  departments.  'Ragtime'  is  a  challenge  on  every  level,  but  it's 
themes  and  storyline  were  well  worth  telling.  It  will  be  an  experi- 
ence I  will  hold  close  to  my  heart  forever." 

"Ragtime"  received  rave  reviews  from  Tim  Matheny,  who 
came  to  review  the  performance  as  part  of  the  Kennedy  Center 
American  College  Theatre  Response  program.  Matheny 's  review 
resulted  in  the  following  nominations  for  the  cast  and  crew: 

Irene  Ryan  Performance  Nominees 

Joe  Hernandez,  master  of  fine  arts  in  directing  candidate 
Paul  Williams,  junior  music  education  major 

Barbizon  Design  Nominations 

Cody  Stockstill,  master  of  fine  arts  in  scenic  design 

Bailey  Cole,  master  of  fine  arts  in  costume  design  candidate 

Thomas  Sowers,  design  and  technical  major 

Stage  Management  Nomination 

Michelle  Taylor,  theatre  major 

Faculty  Lighting  Design  Nomination 

Craig  Dettman,  assistant  professor  for  lighting  and  sound 

Faculty  Directing  Nomination 

Robin  Carr,  associate  professor  for  voice  and  acting 
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The  "Voice  of  the  Century"  concert  with  Renee  Rerriing  was  the  opening  event  for  the 
Centennial  Celebration  of  2010.  Events  are  continuing  throughout  the  calendar  year, 
as  the  University  celebrates  the  100th  anniversary  of  its  legislative  founding  in  1910. 


Fleming  Concert  Kicks  Off  Southern  Miss  Centennial  Celebration 


The  University  opened  its  Centennial 
Celebration  with  a  performance  by  acclaimed 
soprano  and  Metropolitian  Opera  star  Renee 
Fleming  and  the  Southern  Miss  Symphony 
Orchestra  in  Jackson,  Mississippi's  astound- 
ing Thalia  Mara  Hall  on  January  29. 

Those  who  are  enchanted  by  her  music 
hail  the  Grammy  award-winning  songbird 
as  the  "Voice  of  the  Century"  and  "The 
Peoples  Diva."  Soaring  through  both  notable 
and  lesser-known  arias,  she  won  high  praise 
and  recognition  for  her  abilities  on  stage. 
The  audience  was  enraptured  by  Fleming's 
dynamic  voice  and  warm  personality 
throughout  her  performance.  Noticeably 
moved  by  the  crowd's  thunderous  ovations, 
Fleming  jokingly  invited  the  audience  to 
join  her  on  tour.  Behind  the  scenes,  Fleming 
endeared  herself  to  Southern  Miss  orchestra 
and  chorus  students  who  joined  her  onstage. 

"It  was  a  truly  incredible  opportunity 
for  us  to  meet  this  down-to-earth  artist  and 


an  honor  to  sing  with  her,"  explained  Lon 
Birrer,  a  voice  performance  master's  student 
and  native  ot  Indianapolis,  Ind.,  who  sung  in 
the  chorus  behind  Fleming.  "When  I  found 
out  some  of  us  were  going  to  be  singing  with 
her  I  couldn't  even  really  function." 

Jay  Dean,  director  of  orchestral  activi- 
ties, said  the  idea  to  have  students  sing 
with  Fleming  came  from  the  superstar 
soprano  herself. 

"When  I  found  out  some  of  us 
were  going  to  be  singing  with  her 
I  couldn't  even  really  function." 
— Lori  Birrer 

"She  and  1  were  talking  last  August 
about  which  pieces  we  would  lIo  and  she 
mentioned  thai  there  were  a  couple  where 
the  students  could  sing  along  1  thought 


that  was  a  great  idea,"  Dean  said. 

University  President  Martha  Saunders 
noted  the  significance  of  Fleming's 
performance  in  her  remarks  preceding  the 
concert,  "Having  artists  of  Ms.  Fleming's 
caliber  perform  in  Mississippi  is  an  impor- 
tant cultural  opportunity  tor  the  citizens  ot 
our  state;  however,  what  her  performance 
will  do  for  the  members  of  our  orchestra 
is  even  more  profound.  When  these  young 
musicians  rise  to  the  occasion  to  meet  the 
musical  demands  ot  performing  with  an 
artist  like  Ms.  Fleming,  the)  come  away 
bom  that  event  different  people.  Once 
they  have  had  that  kind  of  experience,  u 
becomes  pan  of  their  musical  life  history; 
it  takes  them  to  a  new  level,  and  they  will 
take  those  memories  with  them  for  the  rest 
of  their  life.  Providing  such  life-changing 
opportunities  for  our  students,  while  of- 
fering quality  cultural  experiences  for  our 
citizens  torm  the  core  ot  our  work." 
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Steven  Barthelme 


Barthelme  Publishes  New  Collection  of  Essays 

Steven  Barthelme,  professor  of  English,  recently 
published  a  new  book  that  features  35  of  his  essays  from 
The  New  York  Times,  Washington  Post,  Los  Angeles  Times, 
Oxford  American,  Texas  Observer  and  other  newspapers 
and  magazines. 

The  book  titled,  "The  Early  Posthumous  Work"  is  a 
diverse  collection  including  pieces  about  Louisiana  and 
Mississippi  and  a  four-part  consideration  on  teaching 
writing  in  a  university  setting.   One  section  suggests  that 
teaching  assistants  are  often  undervalued,  and  another 
titled,  "First  Class"  offers  advice  to  a  first-time  teacher  with 
the  subhead:  "Letter  to  a  Friend." 

"That  was  an  actual  letter  originally,"  Barthelme  said. 
"I  was  a  sort  of  EMT  (emergency  medical  technician)  for 
someone  drowning  in  anxiety." 
"The  Early  Posthumous  Work"  includes  shorter  reminiscences  about  Barthelme's 
childhood  in  Houston,  Texas,  articles  about  highways  and  cars — which  he  calls  "a  mans 
second  best  friend,"  meditations  on  sophistication  and  marriage,  an  essay  which  claims 
the  $2  bill  can  buy  happiness,  a  parody  of  newsmagazine  writing  and  another  which 
argues  the  superiority  of  cats  over  children. 

Many  of  these  essays  were  written  when  Barthelme  was  a  freelance  writer,  which  he 
says,  "is  a  nice  way  of  saying  'unemployed'."  Published  by  Red  Hen  Press  in  Los  Angeles, 
Calif.,  the  book  is  now  available  online  and  in  stores. 

Barthelme,  who  came  to  Southern  Miss  in  1986,  works  in  the  distinguished  Center  for 
Writers  teaching  courses  in  fiction  and  non-fiction  writing.  His  work  in  the  classroom  has 
been  recognized  in  1996  by  Who's  Who  Among  American  Teachers.  Principally  a  writer 
of  fiction,  with  one  published  short  story  collection  and  another  completed  seeking  pub- 
lication, Barthelme  has  also  written  poems  and  plays  as  well  as  doing  commercial  writing 
in  advertising  and  public  relations. 

His  short  stories  have  appeared  in  The  Atlantic,  Esquire  online,  the  Yale  Review,  the 
Transatlantic  Review,  and  several  other  journals.  He  has  been  awarded  the  Mississippi  Arts 
Commission  Artists  fellowship,  two  Pushcart  Prizes,  a  Hemingway  Short  Story  Award  and 
Texas  Institute  of  Letters  Awards  in  fiction  and  non-fiction. 
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irnegie  Hall! 

roximately  40  Southern  Miss 
alumni  and  students  participated 
in  a  collaborative  performance 
at  New  York  City's  Carnegie  Hall 
eb.  22.  The  performance 
jred  the  Mozart  Coronation 
s  conducted  by  John  Flanery, 
issistant  director  of  choral  activities 
and  assistant  professor  of  music,  as 
well  as  excerpts  from  "An  American 
Requiem"  written  by  Ed  Penhorwood 
and  conducted  by  Dr.  Gregory 
Fuller,  director  of  choral  activities 
and  professor  of  music. 
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Hattiesburg  Campus.  The 
■w  «  pieces  will  remain  on  campus 
'W'.  through  February  201 
mk    This  sculpture  titled  "Death 
ill?'     is  Unacceptable"  was 
Jj,    created  by  Lee  Benson 
and  is  located  in  the  Cook 
Library  south  plaza. 


POSTDIGITAL 
President  Got  His 
Start  at  Southern  Miss 

Since  graduating  from  The  University 
of  Southern  Mississippi  in  1983,  Perry 
Trest  has  made  his  way  in  the  world  of  ra- 
dio, television  and  film.  When  he  was  not 
in  class,  Trest  spent  most  of  his  college  ca- 
reer mixing  audio  and  live  sound  for  local 
bands,  clubs  and  parties  in  Hattiesburg. 

Fast  forward  27  years,  and  Trest  is 
now  the  president  of  a  Nashville-based 
professional  film  and  video-editing,  post- 
production  and  DVD-authoring  company 
called  POSTDIGITAL.  Today,  most  of  his 
time  is  spent  working  on  projects  of  vary- 
ing musical  genres  for  record  labels,  health 
care  and  aerospace  corporations,  advertis- 
ing agencies,  independent  producers,  film 
and  video  production  companies. 

"We've  been  fortunate  to  have  been 
involved  in  some  music  video  work  lately 
that  has  won  MTV  Moon  Man  Awards," 
Trest  said.  "That's  been  sort  of  fun  to  see 
some  of  your  work  have  shelf  life  beyond 
the  first  30  days." 

After  graduation,  he  enrolled  in  a 
certificate  program  followed  by  a  series  of 
jobs  in  radio  and  television  stations  from 
Jackson  to  the  Gulf  Coast.  His  big  break 
came  when  he  relocated  to  Jackson  to 
work  as  senior  editor  and  postproduction 
supervisor  for  nine  years  at  Imageworks. 


Senior  Dance  Major  to  Perform  with  Prestigious  Group 


Jennifer  Johnson 


Senior  dance  major  Jennifer  Johnson  has  been  selected  to  live  and  learn  in  the  heart  of  downtown 
Chicago  for  a  Summer  Dance  Intensive  with  Deeply  Rooted  Dance  Productions  (DRD"). 

Johnson,  a  Meridian  native,  was  also  awarded  a  $3,500  merit-based  tuition  scholarship  tor  lour 
weeks.  Called  Chicago's  answer  to  the  Alvin  Alley  Dance  Theatre  by  the  Chicago  Sun  Times.  DRD  is  a 
critically  acclaimed,  African  American  dance  theater  company  established  in  1995. 

Participants  in  the  Summer  Dance  Intensive  experience  a  rigorous,  technical  and  artistic  pre-profes- 
sional  training  program  under  DRD  company  members  from  June  28  to  July  24,  Johnson  will  perform 
a  range  of  contemporary,  modern,  African  and  ballet  movements  with  opportunities  to  advance  to  the 
Deeply  Rooted  Dance  Theatre. 

Standing  poised  and  ready  to  enter  the  professional  dance  scene,  Johnson  credits  her  tour  years  in 
choreography  and  performance  at  Southern  Miss. 

"People  probably  underestimate  Southern  Miss  dance,  but  every  time  I've  gone  to  ACDF  (American 
College  Dance  Festival")  we're  some  of  the  best  dancers  there  We're  top  in  technique,  but  we're  also  the 
best  in  theory  based." 

Johnson  will  Leave  behind  a  legacy  ol  hard  work  and  service  after  commencement  in  Maw  She  is  a 
current  member  of  the  Mu  Nu  Chapter  of  Delta  Sigma  Then  Sorority,  [nc  and  a  Luckyday  Scholar. 
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Ke'Airra  Jones  high  jump  of  1.79  meters  (5.87  feet)  at  the  Alabama  Relays  was  tied  for  the  best  jump  in 
Conference  USA  in  early  April. 

Outdoor  Track  Squads 
Enjoying  Solid  Spring  Season 

The  Southern  Miss  outdoor  track  and  field  program  has  enjoyed  a  solid  spring  season  as 
through  early  April  the  team  had  six  of  the  top  marks  or  times  among  Conference  USA  performers. 

On  the  men's  side,  Mario  Spann  had  the  best  100-meter  dash  time  of  10.55  (Alabama 
Relays/March  27),  while  Ramon  Crockett  recorded  the  top  mark  in  the  long  jump  at  7.31 
meters  (Tiger  Classic/April  3)  and  Kyle  Smith  registered  the  top  mark  in  the  javelin  at 
68.08  meters  (Tiger  Classic). 

For  the  women,  Ashley  May  posted  the  top  triple  jump  with  a  leap  of  12.63  meters 
(Tiger  Classic),  along  with  Suesanna  Williams  who  held  the  top  spot  in  the  women's  ham- 
mer at  59.43  meters  (Tiger  Classic).  Ke'Airra  Jones  ranked  tied  for  the  best  high  jump  of 
1.79  meters  (Alabama  Relays). 


Student-Athletes  Earn 
Commissioner's  Academic  Med 

Twenty-nine  Southern  Miss  students-athletes 
have  earned  the  Conference  USA  Commissioner'; 
Academic  Medal  during  the  2009-10  academic  year. 
C-USA  student-athletes  who  have  achieved  a  cumulati 
Women's  Track  and  Field  and  Cross  Country  led  the  Golden  Eagle  sports  with 
eight  honorees,  followed  by  women's  soccer  with  four  and  volleyball  with  three. 

Southern  Miss  winners  include:  Tyler  Brant  (baseball);  Bryson  Brewer  (men's 
basketball);  John  Gregory  Joseph  (men's  golf);  Maria  Correa  and  Sandra 
Sohlberg  (women's  golf);  Amy  Davis,  Caitlin  Leumas,  Jana  Mason,  Elisha  Tarbell 
(women's  soccer);  Jill  Mathis  and  Kirsten  Perry  (softball);  Domagoj  Anic,  Jan 
Burmeist  and  Marcus  Wessinghage  (men's  tennis);  Frances  Askew,  Elja  van  Berlo 
and  Vroni  van  Berlo  (women's  tennis);  John  Caleb  Grenn  (men's  track  and  field); 
Stephanie  Ledgerwood,  Samantha  Leslie,  Jocelyn  Lockhart,  Kara  Moylan,  Krista 
Moylan,  Tandra  Patterson,  Brianna  Rayfield  and  Petra  Visic  (women's  track  and 
field/cross  country;  Lisa  Knecht,  Lauren  Sears  and  Kelsea  Seymour  (volleyball). 


Tennis  Teams 
Close  Regular 
Season  on  a  Roll 

The  men's  and  women's  tennis  teams 
entered  their  respective  Conference  USA 
tournaments  on  winning  notes. 

The  Southern  Miss  men's  tennis  team 
concluded  their  regular  season  on  a  three- 
match  win  streak,  with  the  final  victory  a 
5-2  defeat  of  New  Orleans  on  April  10.  The 
Golden  Eagles  improved  to  9-10  on  the  year. 

The  women's  tennis  team  closed  their 
regular  season  on  a  high  note  with  a 
4-3  victory  over  Sunbelt  Conference  foe 
Louisiana-Monroe  on  April  17. 

The  Lady  Eagles  finished  their  season 
13-9  overall  with  a  2-3  record  in  confer- 
ence play. 

Senior  Lauren  Gutterman  finished 
the  day  as  the  top  Lady  Eagles  doubles 
player  in  school  history,  based  on  career 
wins.  Paired  with  longtime  doubles 
partner  Stephanie  Dellocono,  Gutterman 
picked  up  an  8-4  win  over  Louisiana- 
Monroe's  Sidney  Bruscato  and  Lena  Satge. 
Gutterman  finished  her  career  with  64 
doubles  wins,  surpassing  the  mark  of  63, 
set  by  Ah  Blackett  in  2008. 

The  women's  team  began  play  in  the 
Conference  USA  Tournament  in  Tulsa, 
Okla.,  on  April  22,  while  the  men's  tour- 
nament was  held  in  Houston,  beginning 
on  April  23. 


Patricio  Alvarado's  play  at  No.  1  singles  is  one 
reason  the  men's  tennis  team  finished  the  regular 
season  on  a  three-match  win  streak. 
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Martevious  Young's  four  passing  touchdowns  led  the 
Black  team  to  a  45-21  victory  in  the  spring  game. 


Young's  Passing  Highlights  Spring  Game 

Martevious  Young  threw  for  389  yards  on 
28-of-43  passing  with  four  passing  touch- 
downs and  added  a  rushing  score  to  lead  the 
Black  squad  over  the  Gold,  45-21,  in  Southern 
Miss'  annual  spring  football  game  at  M.M. 
Roberts  Stadium. 

Young  hit  four  different  receivers  for  scores 
including  V.J.  Floyd  for  a  70-yard  strike  that 
ended  a  high-scoring  opening  quarter.  The 
two  teams  combined  to  score  five  touchdowns 
over  the  first  f  5  minutes  and  it  started  an 
outstanding  day  for  Floyd  who  tallied  12 
rushes  for  83  yards  to  go  along  with  five 
catches  for  f  12  yards  and  a  score. 

The  other  three  receivers  Young  hit  for 
touchdowns  included  a  37-yard  strike  to 
Quentin  Pierce,  an  eight-yard  toss  to  William 
Spight  and  a  36-yard  throw  to  DeAndre 
Brown. 

The  Gold  team  was  led  by  quarterback 
Chris  Campbell,  who  threw  for  207  yards 
and  on  24-ot-32  passing  with  three  touch- 
downs, hitting  Kendrick  Hardy  for  a  37-yard 
score,  along  with  Ryan  Balentine  for  a  four-yard  strike  and  Mujahid  Assad  from  17  yards. 
Balentine  registered  a  game-high  eight  catches  for  42  yards. 

On  defense,  Cordarro  Law  registered  11  tackles  including  five  sacks  for  a  total  loss  of 
36  yards  for  the  Black,  while  Cameron  O'Neal  led  the  Gold  team  with  eight  stops. 

Starting  quarterback  Austin  Davis,  still  recovering  from  an  injury  that  ended  his  sea- 
son midway  through  the  2009  campaign,  practiced  with  the  team  during  the  spring  but 
did  not  participate  in  the  Black  and  Gold  Game.  He  is  expected  to  be  at  full  speed  this  fall. 

Men's  Golf  Finishes  Second 
at  C-USA  Championships 

The  Southern  Miss  men's  golf  team  closed  out  the  2010  Conference  USA  Men's  Golf 
Championships  in  memorable  fashion. 

In  the  final  round,  the  Golden  Eagles  had  its  best  round  in  school  history  at  the  cham- 
pionships, shooting  280,  which  was  six  strokes  better  than  its  previous  best  of  286  in  the 
2008  first  round.  The  round  propelled  them  to  a  tie  for  second-place  finish  with  Rice  at 
12-over  par.  UCF  won  the  team  competition  at  four-over  par. 

In  the  final  round  of  his  career,  senior  Wes  Carter  had  a  career  day,  closing  the 
tournament  with  a  67.  It  tied  the  lowest  round  ever  for  a  Golden  Eagle  at  the  Conference 
USA  Championships.  Tim  Yelverton  also  had  a  07  in  the  final  round  of  the  2002 
Championships.  He  finished  with  a  three-round  tola!  of  214,  the  thud  lowest  total  ever  for 
Southern  Miss  golfer  at  the  C-USA  Championships. 

Carter's  total  gave  him  a  tie  for  second-place  along  with  UCF  teammates  Connor  Arendell, 
Nuno  Henriques  and  Brad  Schneider. 

Redshirt  senior  Paul  Apyan  closed  the  tournament  with  a  two-under  70  to  finish  three- 
over  par  in  a  tie  for  12th-place.  Redshirt  sophomore  Derek  Plucienski  had  his  nest  finish 
ol  the  season,  shooting  a  74  to  finish  in  a  19th-place  tie  at  six-over  par. 

Senior  Brent  Hobbs  had  his  best  finish  as  a  Golden  Eagle,  tying  for  24th-place  at  eight- 
over  par,  while  junior  Freddie  Janneck  tied  for  32nd-place  at  10-over  par 
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GOLDEN  EAGLE 
FOOTBALL  SCHEDULE  I 


DAY/DATE 

OPPONENT/TIME  \ 

i  Thurs.,  Sept.  2 

at  South  Carolina  ! 
6:30  p.m.  ! 

Sat.,  Sept.  1 1 

vs.  Prairie  View  A&M  i 
TBA; 

Fri.,  Sept.  17 

vs.  Kansas  ] 

7  p.m.  | 

Sat.,  Sept.  25 

at  Louisiana  Tech  ! 

6  p.m.  i 

Sat.,  Oct.  2 

vs.  Marshall  *  ■ 
7  p.m.  ] 

Sat.,  Oct.  9 

vs.  East  Carolina  *  ; 
TBA| 

Sat.,  Oct.  16 

at  Memphis  *  | 
TBAl 

Sat.,  Oct.  30 

vs.  UAB  *  ! 
TBA; 

;  Sat.,  Nov.  6 

at  Tulane  *  j 
TBA! 

!Sat.,  Nov.  13 

at  UCF  *  ! 
1  1  a.m.  ' 

Sat.,  Nov.  20 

vs.  Houston  *  i 

TBA; 

!  Fri.,  Nov.  26 

at  Tulsa  *  | 
5:30  p.m.  1 

All  times  central. 
'Conference  USA  Contest 

■  i 
i                                                               i 

i                                                               i 

■  i 
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By  the 

NUMBERS 


In  2009-2010,  women's  basketball 

standout  Pauline  Love  posted  one 

of  the  best  individual  seasons  in 

Lady  Eagle  history.  On  track  to 

graduate  in  May,  Love  began 
training  camp  with  the  WNBA's 

Connecticut  Sun  on  April  26. 


Love's  rank  on  the  NCAA's 
rebounding  list  at  season's  end.  She 
averaged  12.8  rebounds  per  game. 


The  number  of  times  Love  was 
a  finalist  for  the  Gillom  Award, 

which  recognizes  the  top 
women's  basketball  player  in 
Mississippi.  Also  the  number  of 
times  she  was  a  first-team  All- 
Conference  USA  performer. 


The  number  of  categories 
Love  finished  in  the  top  10  on 

the  Lady  Eagles'  career  lists, 
including  rebounding  average 

(second),  rebounding  (third) 
and  scoring  average  (fourth). 


The  number  of  times  Love 

scored  10  or  more  points  and 

grabbed  10  or  more  rebounds 

in  the  same  game  in  2009-10 — 

the  second-most  of  any  player 

in  the  country. 

1,576 

The  number  of  points  Love  scored 
during  her  career,  good  for  sixth 
all-time  in  Southern  Miss  history. 


Raynie  Theis 


Raynie  Theis  Named  Women's  Tennis  Coach 

Interim  women's  tennis  coach  Raynie  Theis  has  been 
promoted  to  take  over  the  position  full-time. 

Prior  to  coming  to  Southern  Miss,  Theis  was  a  graduate 
assistant  at  the  University  of  Massachusetts  where  she  helped 
coordinate  the  annual  competition  schedule,  managed  team 
travel  and  expenses  and  planned  daily  workouts.  She  helped 
lead  the  Minutewomen  to  the  top  overall  seed  in  the  A- 10 
Championships  and  their  sixth-consecutive  top-four  finish. 
Theis  completed  her  master's  degree  in  sport  management 
during  her  time  there. 

In  2006,  Theis  worked  in  the  United  States  Tennis 
Association  Northern  Office  in  Bloomington,  Minn.,  as  an 
Adult  and  Junior  Competition  intern.  While  there,  she  was  a 
tournament  site  director  for  Boys  and  Girls  14's  USTA  Northern  Junior  Sectionals,  tourna- 
ment director  for  the  Nike  Junior  Open,  and  assistant  tournament  director  for  the  Adult 
Aquatennial  Tournament. 

Theis  was  a  standout  player  at  West  Virginia  University,  where  she  was  a  four-year 
letterwinner  from  2002  to  2006.  During  her  career,  she  posted  a  120-76  record,  ranking 
in  the  top  15  all-time  at  the  school. 

Theis  replaces  Randy  Rowley  who  resigned  last  fall. 

Baseball,  Softball  Seek  Consistency 

At  midseason  both  the  Golden 
Eagle  baseball  and  softball  teams 
were  seeking  to  hit  their  strides. 
Through  mid-April,  the  baseball 
team  was  16-14,  while  the  softball 
squad  was  18-21. 

On  the  baseball  diamond 
through  30  games,  junior  pitcher 
Todd  Mclnnis  led  Conference  USA 
in  earned  run  average  (3.04)  and 
strikeouts  (61),  while  holding  op- 
posing batters  to  a  .210  batting  av- 
erage. The  Golden  Eagles  had  also 
already  turned  43  double  plays, 
with  four  or  more  twin-killings  in 
three  different  games.  Southern 
Miss  led  the  nation  in  2009  with 
83  double  plays.  At  the  plate, 
shortstop  B.A.  Vollmuth  hit  home 
runs  in  four  consecutive  games 
from  March  26  at  UAB  through 
a  home  game  vs.  St.  Mary's  on 
March  2. 

Senior  Megan  Hill  led  the 
softball  team  offensively  with  a 

batting  average  of  .323  followed  by  Jill  Mathis  at  .311.  Hill  also  led  the  team  with  27  RBIs 
and  eight  home  runs. 

Both  teams  continue  play  well  into  May.  The  baseball's  team  final  home  series  of  the 
season  is  May  20-22  versus  Memphis,  while  the  softball  team  last  hosts  a  series  against 
UAB  on  May  8-9. 


Taylor  Walker  and  the  Golden  Eagle  baseball  team  are 
seeking  to  make  a  late  season  run,  reminiscent  of  the  2009 
season  in  which  they  advanced  to  the  College  World  Series. 
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Col.  Tyler  Fletcher  and  his  wife  Gerry,  longtime  members  of  the  University's 
faculty  and  Golden  Eagle  fans,  have  endowed  a  baseball  scholarship. 

Col.  Tyler  H.  Fletcher  Baseball 
Scholarship  Endowed 

Col.  Tyler  H.  Fletcher  is  an  avid  Southern  Miss  fan  of  all  sports, 
but  baseball  is  highest  on  the  list.  Tyler  played  baseball  in  summer 
leagues  as  a  teenager  in  Texas  and  continued  as  a  player/coach  for 
Army  baseball  during  the  1950s.  As  his  February  birthday  ap- 
proached, Tyler's  wife,  Gerry,  decided  the  best  present  she  could  give 
him  would  be  an  endowed  scholarship  for  Southern  Miss  baseball. 

Tyler  Fletchers  association  with  the  University  dates  back  nearly 
four  decades.  Not  only  is  he  a  Golden  Eagle  baseball  fan,  he  was  also 
a  member  of  the  faculty  for  29  years.  He  came  to  Southern  Miss  in 
1971  to  establish  the  criminal  justice  program  and  served  as  depart- 
ment chair  until  his  retirement  in  2000.  During  his  tenure,  criminal 
justice  became  a  premier  program  in  the  nation  otfering  baccalaure- 
ate, master's  and  doctoral  programs  on  the  Hattiesburg  and  Gulf 
Park  campuses.  Many  of  Tyler's  students  were  student-athletes  who 
struggled  financially,  and  consequently  the  purpose  of  the  Col.  Tyler 
H.  Fletcher  Baseball  Scholarship  is  to  provide  financial  support  to 
criminal  justice  majors  who  demonstrate  strong  leadership  skills. 

Fletcher,  a  native  Texan,  was  a  member  of  the  U.S.  Army  for  21 
years  prior  to  coming  to  Southern  Miss.  He  served  in  post-World  War  II 
Europe,  Korea,  Vietnam  and  several  posts  in  the  United  States.  His  last 
assignment  was  as  chief  of  the  Security  and  Investigation  Division  for  the 
Military  Police  at  the  Department  of  the  Army,  Washington,  DC. 

Gerry  Fletcher  is  also  an  avid  sports  fan.  She  and  Tyler  share 
a  suite  at  Pete  Taylor  Park  with  their  son,  Gardner,  and  his  wife, 
Carol,  and  friends,  Will  and  Linda  Spann,  Ken  and  Ruth  Moseley, 
Fred  and  Jimmie  Hatten,  Jolly  and  Donna  Mathews  and  Steve 
Frazier.  The  Fletchers,  Circle  of  Champions  members,  also  have 
seats  in  the  East  Club  at  M.M.  Roberts  Stadium.  Gerry,  also  a 
native  Texan,  was  a  faculty  member  at  Southern  Miss  for  14  years, 
and  retired  in  2001  as  dean  emeritus  in  the  College  of  Nursing. 

Athletics  and  academics  are  very  important  to  the  Fletchers. 
This  scholarship  for  baseball  is  in  addition  to  the  scholarship  lor 
football  they  endowed  in  2000.  For  additional  information  on  the 
endowment  program,  the  Circle  of  Champions  program  or  the 
Eagle  Club,  please  contact  Dick  Vogel  at  richard.vogel@usm.edu. 


South  Mississippi  Celebrity 
Golf  Classic  Approaching 

Southern  Miss  will  be  hosting  a  celebrity  golf 
outing  at  the  Beau  Rivage  and  the  Fallen  Oak  Golf 
Course  July  10-12,  2010.  The  cost  will  be  between 
$2,500  and  $10,000,  depending  upon  the  level 
of  sponsorship,  and  will  include  individual  rooms 
at  the  Beau  Rivage,  beginning  on  July  10,  a 
Sunday  night  social,  and  golf  at  Fallen  Oa1 
Monday,  July  12. 

Each  team  will  feature  a  celebrity,  and 
field  is  limited  to  14  teams. 

For  additional  information,  coi 
Vogel  at  richard.vogel@usm.edu  c 
Collier  at  reggie.collier@usm.edu.  Pie 
note  the  only  openings  are  to  foursoi 


Golf  Teams  to  Gain  New  Home 

Once  just  a  concept  in  the  minds  oi  many  like  Alumni  Hall  of 
Fame  member  and  past  president  of  the  PGA  of  America,  James 
Ray  Carpenter,  Dr.  Mike  Molleston,  and  PGA  Champions  Tour 
golfer  Allen  Doyle,  the  Southern  Miss  golf  teams  will  now  have  a 
home — at  Hattiesburg  Country  Club.  Their  contributions,  along 
with  an  anonymous  gift,  have  placed  the  golf  teams  in  a  position 
for  construction  to  begin  shortly  on  a  short-range  course,  club- 
house and  indoor,  video-equipped  hitting  bays. 

The  Hattiesburg  Country  Club,  consistently  ranked  among 
the  top-five  courses  in  the  state  by  Golf  Digest,  is  home  to  the 
Southern  Miss  Alumni  Homecoming  Golf  Tournament,  and  was 
once  home  to  the  PGA  Tour  event.  For  additional  information  on 
how  you  can  help  contribute  to  the  construction  oi  the  golt  team 
facilities,  contact  the  Eagle  Club  at  601.266.5299.  or  either  the 
men's  coach,  Jerry  Weeks,  or  Lady  Eagle  golf  coach,  Julie  Gallup, 
at  601.266.5017. 
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by  Jim  Coll  '99,  '06 


.  raig  Wiseman — if  the  name 

does  not  ring  a  bell,  then  his  words 
i  '.  "  •      ' 

certainly  do.  'Consider  the -following:. 

"Skydiving    . 

I  went  rocky  mountain  climbing  - ' 


named  Fu  Man  Chu 
And  I  loved  deeper 

And  I  spoke  sweeter1    .  .  ,     . 

And-I  watched  art  eagle  as  it'was'flyin' 
And  he  said  some  day  I  hope  you  get  the  chance 


Those  lyrics  from  Tim'McGraw's  !T_ive  Like 
You  Were  Dying,"  won  Wiseman  a  'Grammy 
Award  for  Best  Country  :So'ng  in  200+,  jus.t  one  of- 
the  many  honors  bestowed  on  the' former'  Golden 
Eagle  over  the  past  two  decades.  With  more  than 
17  No.  1  hit  songs  and  more  than  80  million 
records  sold,  the  Hattiesburg  native  has  become 
one  of  Nashville's  most  successful  songwriters.  _ 

Numbers  only  tell  a  part  of  Wiseman's  story, 
though.  He  grew  up  in  Hattiesburg,  riding  Ms- 
bike  around  campus,  then  attended  Southern 


}       ) 


Miss  in  the  early. 1980s/.iived 
on  the  Gulf  Coast  for  a  brief 
time,  and  moved  to  Nashville  in 
1985.  He  arrived  in  Music  City  Wirh  no 
expectations,  spent  the  first  week. sleeping 
in  his  van,  and  eventually  secured'a  gjg 
in  a  band  playing  for  $25  a  night.  Today, 
Nashville  is  a  city  close  to  his  heart — it's  . 
one  of  "the  last  true  artist  colonies"  he 
says — and  he  has  lived  there  for  25  years 
now,  the  last  16  with  his  wife  KK.. 

"It  was  tough — as  it  should  be," -said 
Wiseman  of  his  early  days  in  Nashville. 
"There  is  lots  of  competition.  Mare  than 
anything  it  tests  your  desire."'  His  advice 
to  young  songwriters:  "Write.  Write. 
Write."  Referring  to  Malcolm  Gladwell's 
book,  "The  Outliers,"  Wiseman  says 
it  lakes  some  10,000  hours  to  master 
a  craft,  whether  it  is  nuclear  physics, 
basketball  or  writing  the  perfect  country 
song.  "Nobody  is  born  with  it,"  Wiseman 
said.  "There  are  no  free  lunches  or 
shortcuts.  And  you  have  got  to  have 


The  Southern  Miss  Connection 


Wiseman  ond  his  mother  Eve 
resident,  are  pned  in  *h.sp 


music  star  Taylor 


Swift. 


J— and  fellow  songwriters  Bob 
D-ftero,  Tony  Mullins  and  Jeffrey  Steels 

-ake  up    The  Hitmen  of  Music  Row"  a 
bond  and  television  show  that  airs  on  the 
Great  American  Country  network 


Few  years  later  I  was  off  at  college 

Talkin'  to  mom  on  the  phone  one  night 

Getting  all  caught  up  on  the  gossip 

The  ins  and  outs  of  the  small  town  life 

She  said  oh  by  the  way  son,  old  man  Wrigley's  died. 

— "Believe,"  Performed  by  Brooks  and  Dunn 

Summertime  is  finally  here 

That  old  ballpark,  man,  is  back  in  gear 

Out  on  49 

Man  I  can  see  the  lights 

— "Summertime"  Performed  by  Kenny  Chesney 

The  connection  to  Hattiesburg  and  Southern  Miss  can  be  found  in 
a  number  of  Wiseman's  hits,  which  have  been  sung  by  what  amounts 
to  an  all-star  team  of  country  music  performers,  including  McGraw, 
Chesney,  Faith  Hill,  LeAnn  Rimes  and  others.  "Hattiesburg  is  still 
showing  up  in  songs  every  chance  I  get.  Kenny  Chesney  is  fond  of 
singing  Hattiesburg  songs  whether  he  knows  it  or  not,"  Wiseman 
quipped  to  La  Tonya  Frelix  of  the  Hattiesburg  American  in  October. 

"You  write  about  what  you  know,"  he  said  about  the  songwriting 
process.  You  talk  about  your  life,  and  for  me  that  includes 
Hattiesburg.  It  is  ironic,  but  the  more  personal  the  writing  the  more 
it  connects  with  others.  You  tell  your  story  to  other  people  and  their 
histories  fill  in  the  blanks.  In  the  end,  it  turns  out  your  story  is  not 
as  personal  or  unique  as  you  think  it  is — it  becomes  "How  did  you 
know  exactly  how  it  feels  to. . .?" 

"Hattiesburg  is  still  showing  up  in  songs  every 
chance  I  get.  Kenny  Chesney  is  fond  of  singing 
Hattiesburg  songs  whether  he  knows  it  or  not." 

The  song  "Believe"  is  just  one  example.  Wiseman  said  the 
inspiration  for  the  song,  which  tells  the  story  of  a  man's  growing 
faith  in  God,  came  from  a  phone  call  he  received  from  Hattiesburg 
resident  Elma  Dennis  after  she  heard  "Live  Like  You  Were  Dying." 

"She  started  telling  me  that  God  was  in  my  work  and  she  could 
hear  him  in  my  voice — to  never  doubt  that  God  was  always  with 
me  and  all  of  us,"  Wiseman  explained.  "Well,  I  just  sat  on  the  phone 
with  her  for  20  minutes  in  tears,  listening  to  someone  with  the 
strongest  faith  I  had  ever  felt  talk  about  God." 

To  be  sure,  it  is  not  just  fans  that  are  praising  Wiseman's  work.  His 
first  success  as  a  writer  came  at  age  24,  with  a  song  performed  by  Roy 
Orbison  titled  "The  Only  One."  He  signed  his  first  publishing  deal  in 
1990,  and  by  1997  he  was  honored  as  Music  Row  magazine's  Writer 
of  the  Year.  Most  recently,  he  was  awarded  the  prestigious  Nashville 
Songwriter  Association  International's  Songwriter  of  the  Decade. 

Over  the  years,  Wiseman's  reputation  has  grown — and  that's  not 
always  a  good  thing,  he  jokes.  To  demonstrate,  he  recalls  a  story  from 


Ben  Peters  '56 
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Wseman,ooksonasmus|aanRonnje 
deUrs  an  acceptance  speech  at  the  2006 
Acaderny  of  Country  Music  Awards,  for 

Be^eve/' a  song  penned  by  Wiseman 
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the  recording  of  "Where  the  Green  Grass  Grows,"  by  Tim  McGraw. 

"There  is  a  line  that  says  'I  got  a  poundin'  head  and  an  achiri 
back  and  the  camel's  buried  in  a  big  straw  stack.'  I  thought  it 
was  horrible,  and  it  sounded  like  I  was  talking  about  cigarettes, 
which  I  wasn't."  Wiseman  said.  "1  called  the  publisher  and  said 
I  had  a  change  before  they  cut  the  lyrics.  They  already  had 
though,  so  I  asked  what  they  thought  about  the  line.  He  said, 
'You're  talking  about  cigarettes,  right?  We  thought  it  was  a  little 
odd,  but  we  figured  you  knew  what  you  were  talking  about.'" 

Nevertheless,  today  Wiseman's  greatest  challenges  have 
moved  well  beyond  sleeping  in  his  van  and  living  off  of  a  $25 
per  night  salary.  In  addition  to  becoming  a  prolific  songwriter, 
Wiseman  is  also  the  founder  of  Big  Loud  Shirt  Industries,  an 
independently  owned  and  operated  music  company,  based  in 
Nashville,  Tenn.,  and  with  a  second  office  in  London,  England. 
Since  the  opening  of  Big  Loud  Shirt,  Wiseman  has  signed  four 
writers,  including  Chris  Tompkins,  who  won  a  Grammy  Award 
for  Carrie  Underwood's  "Before  He  Cheats." 

Those  efforts,  and  more,  like  his  support  for  charities  such 
as  Second  Harvest  and  Habitat  for  Humanity,  will  ensure  that 
if  the  name  Craig  Wiseman  does  not  sound  familiar,  his  work 
always  will.  IS 


A  decade  prior  to  country 
music  songwriting  legend  Craig 
Wiseman's  days  as  a  Southern 
Miss  student,  another  alumnus 
I  had  already  established  himself 
' '  at  the  top  of  the  field. 

Ben  Peters  '56,  who  died  in 
2005  at  the  age  of  71,  wrote  14 
No.  1  country  hits,  including 
the  Grammy-winning  "Kiss 
an  Angel  Good  Morning"  (by 
Charley  Pride);  "Before  the  Next 
Teardrop  Falls"  (by  Freddy  Fender)  and  "Daytime  Friends" 
(by  Kenny  Rogers). 

"This  place  meant  a  lot  to  my  father,"  said  Justin  Peters 
on  a  2009  visit  to  Southern  Miss.  "He  always  loved  to  tell  the 
story  about  meeting  his  wife  (the  former  Jackie  Macon)  during 
the  last  five  minutes  he  spent  on  campus." 

Recently,  Justin  Peters  gathered  with  Pride,  Ronnie 
Milsap  and  others  for  the  filming  of  a  Christmas  special 
that  will  be  broadcast  during  the  2010  holiday  season  at 
InsideMusicRow.com  and  on  several  CBS-affiliated  stations. 
The  net  proceeds  will  benefit  St.  Jude  Country  Kids  and  the 
Children's  Miracle  Network. 

Peters,  a  Hollandale  native,  graduated  from  Southern  Miss 
(known  then  as  Mississippi  Southern  College)  with  a  degree 
in  business  administration.  His  love  for  music  took  him  to 
Nashville,  Tenn.,  in  1962  and  ultimately  a  songwriting  deal 
with  Shelby  Singleton  International  publishing.  Peters  was 
named  Billboard  Magazine's  "Best  Male  Country  Writer"  in 
1973  and  Songwriter  of  the  Year  by  the  Nashville  Songwriters 
Association  in  1975.  ^ 
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20,000  in  2010 

Membership  Campaign 

It    Campaign  Progress  Report  •  March  30, 


W-i 


20,459 


From  left  Alumni  Association  Executive  Director  Bob  Pierce,  University  President  Martha  Saunders,  Alumr 
for  External  Affairs  Jerry  DeFatta  and  Alumni  Association  President  Curt  Hebert  pose  with  a  sign  indicatii 
20,000  in  2010  Membership  Campaign. 
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ALUMNI  RESPOND  TO  THE  CALL 


hey  are  CEOs,  scientists,  doctors,  nurses  and  attorneys;  they 
are  kindergarten  teachers  and  college  professors;  they  are 
world-class  athletes,  chefs  and  entertainers;  they  are  generals, 
policemen  and  firemen.  And  they  are  all  part  of  one  of  the  most 
significant  accomplishments  in  the  history  of  the  Southern  Miss 
Alumni  Association. 

They  are  a  diverse  group.  They  are  men  and  women,  young 
and  old,  and  of  different  ethnicities  and  religions.  And  they  are  all 
part  of  the  monumental  achievement  that  is  the  successful  20,000 
in  2010  Membership  Campaign. 

They  reside  in  unexpected  places — the  North  Pole  and  Hawaii; 
China,  Japan,  Singapore  and  Malaysia;  Columbia,  Peru  and  Brazil; 
Germany  and  Great  Britain;  and  a  few  obvious  locations  like 
Mississippi,  Louisiana  and  Alabama.  They  span  the  globe  bringing 
the  black  and  gold  to  places  where  the  flags  are  not  limited  to 
red,  white  and  blue.  And  they  are  all  part  of  the  record-breaking 
20,000  in  2010  Membership  Campaign  of  the  Southern  Miss 
Alumni  Association. 


In  fact,  20,459  Southern  Miss  alumni  and  friends  were  part  of 
the  Association  during  the  nine-month  period  beginning  July  1, 
2009,  and  ending  on  March  30,  2010,  the  100lh  anniversary  of  the 
legislative  founding  of  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi.  The 
total  not  only  marks  the  largest  membership  in  the  Association's 
history,  but  also  greatly  exceeds  a  goal  of  20,000  members  set 
in  2008,  when  the  campaign  was  launched.  At  the  conclusion  of 
the  fiscal  year  on  June  30,  the  Association  will  announce  a  final 
membership  total. 

"The  success  of  the  20,000  in  2010  Membership  Campaign 
demonstrates  a  few  characteristics  of  Southern  Miss  alumni  that 
should  not  surprise  anyone,"  said  Bob  Pierce,  executive  director  of 
the  Alumni  Association  and  acting  vice  president  for  Advancement 
for  the  University.  'Above  all  else  they  are  loyal.  When  the  Alumni 
Association's  executive  committee  held  the  initial  discussion  con- 
cerning the  launch  of  this  initiative,  they  could  not  have  anticipated 
the  state  of  the  economy  throughout  the  campaign.  Nevertheless, 
alumni  and  friends  of  the  University  responded  like  never  before." 


More  than  20,000  Strong 


The  Southern  Miss  Alumni  Association  is  comprised  of  more  than 
20,000  members  from  all  50  states  and  numerous  foreign  countries. 
Slightly  more  women  (51  percent)  than  men  are  members  of  the 
Association,  and  the  average  age  of  a  member  is  42.  In  addition,  a  mei 
ber  is  most  likely  to  be  a  graduate  of  the  College  of  Business,  although  a 
five  colleges  are  represented  by  at  least  12  percent  of  members.  Here  ar 
a  few  more  interesting  details  about  the  organization's  members. 

Membership  by  Graduation  Year 

The  Association's  membership  includes  more  than  400  graduates  fror 
eight  class  years,  topped  by  473  from  the  Class  of  2008. 


2008- 
1986- 
1983- 
1978- 
1975— 
1977- 
1980- 
1987- 
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Top  Occupations 

Of  known  occupations,  the  largest  percentage  (10.64)  o 
Association's  members  are  teachers.  Top  professions  include: 


Education -Teaching 

Business  Administration/Management 

Accounting 

Business  Owner/Entrepreneur 

Education  -  Administration 

Medicine/Non-Physician  Health  Services 

Computing/Information  Systems 


543 
532 

434 
424 


.T.embership  by  State  of 

While  63  percent  of  the  Association's  members  reside  in  Mississippi,  mor 
than  500  members  reside  in  each  of  five  other  southern  states.  They  include: 


Membership  Type 

Forty-three  percent  of  the 
Association's  members  are  either 
Three-Year  of  Life  Members. 


THREE-YEAR 


Pierce  added  that  the  demographic  and  geo- 
graphic diversity  of  the  Association's  members 
is  an  indication  of  the  state  of  the  University 
100  years  after  its  founding  in  1910. 

"The  success  of  the  campaign  is  further 
evidence  that  Southern  Miss  has  come  a  long 
way  since  its  days  as  Mississippi  Normal 
College.  We  have  grown  from  a  small  teach- 
ers college  to  a  premier  research  institution  of 
the  Gulf  South.  Decades  ago,  students  came 
to  south  Mississippi  from  Philadelphia  and 
Louisville,  Mississippi;  today  they  come  to 
Southern  Miss  not  only  from  Philadelphia  and 
Louisville,  Mississippi,  but  from  Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania,  Louisville,  Kentucky,  and  from 
nations  and  continents  around  the  world." 

The  campaign  was  implemented  by  the 
Association's  associate  director  for  external 
affairs,  Jerry  DeFatta,  who  was  guided  by 
a  steering  committee  of  volunteer  alumni 
working  in  the  marketing  and  public  relations 
fields — Johnny  Atherton  of  Gulfport,  Angie 
Cognevich  of  Ellisville,  Walt  Denton  of  Biloxi, 
Arthur  Lumzy  of  Hattiesburg  and  Melissa 
Medley  of  Jackson. 

"The  success  of  the  campaign  is 

further  evidence  that  Southern  Miss 

has  come  a  long  way  since  its  days 

as  Mississippi  Normal  College.  We 

have  grown  from  a  small  teachers 

college  to  a  premier  research 

institution  of  the  Gulf  South." 

"This  campaign  was  important  for  a  number 
of  reasons,"  said  DeFatta.  "Membership  in  the 
Association  is  the  most  cost-effective  way  for 
alumni  to  become  engaged  or  remain  engaged 
with  their  alma  mater.  It  is  the  best  method 
for  alumni  to  keep  abreast  of  news,  events  and 
achievements  of  Southern  Miss.  Perhaps  just 
as  important,  alumni  involvement  is  a  key 
indicator  to  the  health  of  a  university,  and  is 
considered  when  organizations  and  publica- 
tions such  as  the  U.S.  News  and  World  Report 
provide  institutional  ratings."  The  campaign  also 
allows  the  Association  to  continue  its  services 
to  alumni  and  support  of  the  University  in  a 
number  of  ways — through  publications  such  as 
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University  of  Southern  Mississippi  School  of  Nursing  twins 
Lauren,  left,  and  Emily  Poche,  of  Hammond,  La.,  fill  out 
paperwork  to  become  members  of  the  Alumni  Association 
during  Grad  Fest  activities  Tuesday,  March  23  at  Barnes  & 
Noble  Bookstore  on  the  Hattiesburg  Campus.  Membership 
in  the  Association  has  reached  an  all-time  record. 
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the  award-winning  magazine,  The  Talon;  staff  support  for  events 
across  the  country;  hosting  of  alumni  at  Southern  Miss  for  events 
like  Homecoming  and  the  Golden  Grad  Reunion — to  name  a  few. 

The  organization's  campaign  efforts  included  special  promo- 
tions, like  the  one-time,  $20.10  membership — the  regular  an- 
nual rate  is  $35 — and  the  limited-edition  Seymour  bobblehead. 
Those  offers,  combined  with  the  regular  benefits  of  member- 
ship, helped  raise  the  Association's  membership  total  more  than 
4,000  members  from  16,160  at  the  beginning  of  the  campaign. 
The  total  of  20,459  members  also  represents  a  participation 
percentage  of  more  than  20  percent,  well  above  the  national 
average  for  participation  in  the  top  alumni  associations  across 
the  country,  according  to  figures  from  the  Council  for  Alumni 
Association  Executives. 

The  associate  director  encourages  alumni  to  continue  their 
memberships  in  the  coming  years  and  decades. 

"Of  course  we  are  thrilled  with  the  participation  of  alumni 
in  the  20,000  in  2010  Membership  Campaign,"  DeFatta  said. 
"Our  job  is  not  done,  though.  We  need  new  members  to  join 
the  thousands  of  others  in  renewing  their  memberships  or  up- 
grading to  three-year  or  Life  Memberships.  The  success  of  this 
campaign  will  ultimately  be  determined  by  where  our  member- 
ship numbers  are  three,  five  and  10  years  from  now.  March  30, 
2010,  was  an  important  checkpoint  for  sure — it  is  an  indica- 
tion that  Southern  Miss  has  the  support  of  its  alumni — but  it 
was  not  the  finish  line.  The  path  to  the  top  did  not  stop  when 
Southern  Miss  turned  100."  isai 


SOUTHERN 


SOUTHERN  MISS 


GOLDEN       E   A  4 


SOUTHERN 


www.campusbookmart.com 


One  Stop  Shopping  for  Students 
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School  Supplies 
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PhD  Pair  Find  Love,  Perform  Practical  Research 


by  Jim  Coll  '99,  '06 
Photos  by  Kelly  Dunn 

In  addition  to  academic  degrees  earned  and  lessons 
learned,  many  alumni  found  love  at  Southern  Miss. 
The  endless  stories  routinely  involve  holding  hands 
across  the  bridge  at  Lake  Byron,  strolling  through  the 
All-American  Rose  Garden,  or  conversing  under  the 
Friendship  Oak.  Others  met  their  spouses  in  the  lines  at 
the  Commons,  a  late-night  study  session,  or  a  fraternity  or 
sorority  party. 

For  Adam  York  and  Stacey  Kirkland,  who  started  the 
graduate  program  in  polymer  science  as  strangers  simul- 
taneously in  2004,  the  impetus  was  a  scheduled  group 
project  in  which  one  of  the  members  was  not  pulling  his 
weight.  Stacey  objected — publicly.  Adam  fell  for  her — com- 
pletely. Three  weeks  into  the  semester  they  were  dating. 
Three  months  into  their  relationship,  she  traveled  with 
Adam  to  Adam's  home  state  of  Colorado.  They  were  en- 
gaged in  August  of  2007  and  married  in  November  2008. 

"At  the  time  1  said  1  wanted  to  focus  on  studying.  I 
didn't  want  to  date,  but  1  couldn't  find  a  reason  why  he 
wasn't  the  right  person  for  me,"  she  joked. 

Today,  their  love  is  as  the  Thomas  Dolby  1980s  hit 
song  "She  Blinded  Me  with  Science"  suggests,  "poetry 
in  motion,"  and  the  Yorks  are  preparing  for  a  unique 
spring  commencement.  Not  only  will  the  May  gradu- 
ation ceremony  take  place  in  M.M.  Roberts  Stadium 
during  the  100th  anniversary  celebration  of  the  found- 
ing of  the  University,  but  both  Yorks,  along  with  two 


additional  students  from  the  School  of  Polymers  and  High 
Performance  Materials'  McCormick  Research  Group,  are 
scheduled  to  graduate  with  PhDs.  The  soon-to-be  doctors 
make  a  total  of  50  PhD  graduates  from  the  McCormick 
Group  over  Dr.  Charles  McCormick's  36-year  career  as  a 
professor  at  Southern  Miss. 

"Their  research  has  taken  us  far 
beyond  my  wildest  expectations 
and  to  the  forefront  of  the 
fastest  developing  area  of 

medical  research nanomedicine.  " 

—  Charles  McCormick. 
Professor  of  Polymer  Science 

"The  collective  manuscripts  of  these  four  students 
alone  have  generated  more  than  355  citations  in  chemical 
literature,"  McCormick  said.  "Their  research  has  taken  us 
far  beyond  my  wildest  expectations  and  to  the  forefront 
ot  the  fastest  developing  area  of  medical  research — nano- 
medicine.  As  a  professor,  research  mentor  and  friend. 
1  will  be  forever  grateful  for  their  contributions  to  our 
group,  our  respective  careers,  and  USM's  recognition  on 
an  international  scale." 
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McCormick  noted  the  strengths  that  the  Yorks  brought  to  the  group. 

"These  two  are  an  amazingly  effective  team,"  McCormick  said. 
"I  am  expecting  great  things  from  this  duo,  professionally  in  their 
fields  and  in  their  contributions  to  society." 

Perhaps  a  greater  cause  for  ovation  than  any  graduation, 
though,  is  the  specifics  of  the  work  the  McCormick  Group  has 
done  in  recent  years. 

Adam  York's  research  could  change  the  way  cancer  patients  are 
treated.  In  collaboration  with  Dr.  Faqing  Huang,  a  professor  in  the 
Department  of  Chemistry  and  Biochemistry,  and  Dr.  YanLm  Guo,  an 
associate  professor  in  Biological  Sciences,  York  has  developed  an  av- 
enue for  a  polymer  to  target  the  delivery  of  a  therapeutic  that  binds  it 
to  specific  cancer  cell  lines.  Cancer  cells,  York  explains,  have  a  num- 

"This  new  class  of  therapeutics 
has  the  potential  to  revolutionize 
the  treatment  of  cancer." 

— Adam  York 

ber  of  abnormal  features  that  differentiate  them  from  healthy  cells, 
including  an  excess  production  of  proteins  that  prevent  cell  death. 
The  medicine  is  designed  to  stop  the  production  of  the  proteins,  and 
by  targeting  cancer  cells,  higher  treatment  dosages  can  be  tolerated 
by  the  body.  More  simply,  the  polymer  facilitates  the  destruction  of 
cancer  cells  while  sparing  healthy  cells,  thereby  seriously  negating  the 
harmful  side  effects  of  common  cancer  treatments. 

"This  new  class  of  therapeutics  has  the  potential  to  revolu- 
tionize the  treatment  of  cancer  as  long  as  the  medication  can  be 
directed  to  cancerous  sites,"  Adam  said.  "The  polymers  designed 
within  our  laboratories  provide  this  direction,  ensuring  that 
only  cancer  cells  and  not  healthy  cells  are  treated.  In  doing  so, 
harmful  side  effects  associated  with  traditional  cancer  therapies 
are  limited,  allowing  for  a  more  aggressive  treatment  strategy  and 
improved  patient  recovery." 


Stacey  York's  research  is  equally  complicated,  and  equally  bril- 
liant. Her  work  with  block  copolymers  has  a  number  of  biomedi- 
cal applications.  For  instance,  York  has  identified  a  thermal-re- 
sponsive polymer  that  responds  to  conditions  in  the  range  of  room 
and  body  temperatures.  The  implication  is  that  such  a  polymer 
could  be  injected  into  a  person  as  a  liquid  solution  only  to  form  a 
drug-loaded  gel  under  the  skin. 

"Advances  in  this  area  could  lead  to  improved  treatment  of  a 
wide  variety  of  diseases  by  controlling  the  release  profile  of  drugs 
over  the  course  of  days  to  weeks,"  Stacey  said. 

Their  research,  in  addition  to  possessing  practical  applica- 
tions, has  been  recognized  by  the  scientific  community.  Adam 
has  authored  or  co-authored  a  dozen  publications,  while  Stacey 
has  done  the  same  on  nearly  the  same  number.  On  one  occa- 
sion, Stacey  was  the  primary  author  on  the  eighth-most  accessed 
article  over  a  three-month  period  on  the  American  Chemical 
Society's  Biomacromolecules  journal  Web  site;  on  another,  Adam's 
was  the  sixth-most  accessed  article.  In  addition,  in  2008  a  pat- 
ent of  Adam's  was  recognized  as  the  most  promising  by  Noetic 
Technologies,  an  innovation  and  commercialization  company 
developed  by  the  University  to  market  the  institution's  technology. 

The  Yorks  say  their  experiences  at  Southern  Miss  have  helped 
prepare  them  for  a  competitive  job  market  that  likely  will  require 
a  move  to  the  Northeast  or  west  coast.  Adam,  an  alumnus  of  the 
University  of  Colorado,  says  Southern  Miss  provided  him  the 
opportunity  to  develop  his  own  project,  while  Stacey  concludes 
that  the  collaborative  efforts  of  both  students  and  faculty  have 
generated  research  results  greater  than  the  sum  of  its  parts. 

"I've  found  that  the  students  and  faculty  help  each  other,"  said 
Stacey,  a  Louisiana  College  alumna  who  came  to  Southern  Miss  at  the 
advice  of  a  professor  who  was  a  recent  Southern  Miss  PhD  graduate. 
"We  have  great  working  relationships  with  others  not  only  within  the 
department,  but  with  researchers  in  other  areas  of  campus  as  well, 
like  chemistry  and  biochemistry.  If  a  question  arises,  there  is  usually 
an  expert  in  the  area  who  you  can  go  to  for  an  answer."  E 
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Miss  University  of  Southern  Mississippi 
Builds  Self-Esteem  in  Young  Girls 


/   /risten  Benigno  remembers  what  it  was  like  to 
be  an  insecure  adolescent — if  she  has  forgot- 
_  ten,  her  seventh-grade  photo  is  displayed  on  a 
screen  just  behind  her.  Years  ago,  the  dozens  of  young 
girls  laughing  at  the  photograph  might  have  been 
cause  for  concern.  In  2010  though,  as  Benigno  delivers 
another  address  designed  to  help  young  girls  build 
self-esteem  and  character,  the  reigning  Miss  University 
of  Southern  Mississippi  just  laughs  along  with  them. 
"Picture  the  stereotypical  super-awkward  pre-teen," 
said  Benigno,  who  will  represent  the  University  at  the  Miss 
Mississippi  pageant  in  Vicksburg  in  July.  "That  was  me." 
Today,  the  junior  speech  communication  major  is  using  her  personal  ex- 
periences to  help  build  self-esteem  in  girls  in  grades  four  through  seven  across 
south  Mississippi.  To  date,  thousands  of  girls  have  viewed  Benigno's  30-  to 
40-minute  presentation,  "Confidently  You." 

"At  the  time  (as  a  seventh-grader),  I  felt  like  things  were  never  going  to  change, 
and  that's  just  not  true,"  Benigno  said.  "It  can  be  an  'a-ha'  moment  for  them." 

"I  share  the  things  I  dealt  with  at  that  age — self-esteem  issues  and  searching 
for  the  right  group  of  friends,"  she  added.  "I've  found  that  in  many  cases  they 
just  want  reassurance  that  those  feelings  are  temporary  from  someone  who  is 
not  that  far  removed  from  their  age." 

Generally,  Benigno  speaks  to  groups  of  200-300  students  from  an  indi- 
vidual school  at  a  time,  and  while  a  question-and-answer  session  is  part  of  each 
presentation,  the  e-mails  from  participants  never  seem  to  stop. 

"It  is  a  very  worthwhile  way  to  spend  time,"  Benigno  said.  "Because  of  my 
own  experience,  that  age  group  is  important  to  me.  I  get  a  lot  of  questions,  but 
the  answer  is  usually,  'Absolutely,  I  had  a  lot  of  doubt  and  insecurity  at  that  age."' 

Most  recently,  Benigno  hosted  approximately  40  girls  for  a  more  intimate, 
"Confidently  You"  Conference  at  the  Thad  Cochran  Center  on  the  Hattiesburg 
Campus.  The  conference  opened  with  remarks  by  University  President 
Martha  Saunders,  and  included  sessions  organized  by  former  Miss  Mississippi 
Christine  Kozlowski  and  Kappa  Delta  sorority  president  Lauren  Richards,  in 
addition  to  Benigno's  usual  presentation. 

Hosting  the  conference  was  a  dream  come  true  for  Benigno. 

"This  was  the  first  thing  I  wanted  to  do  as  soon  as  I  became  Miss 
University  of  Southern  Mississippi,"  said  Benigno,  the  daughter 
of  Southern  Miss  alumni  Chuck  and  Gina  Benigno  of  Laurel. 
"It  was  one  reason  I  wanted  to  become  Miss  University  of 
Southern  Mississippi — I  knew  it  would  help  provide  me 
the  resources  to  hold  the  conference." 
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In  addition  to  the  opportunity  to  help  additional 
young  women  through  her  "Confidently  You" 
platform,  Benigno  is  particularly  pleased  to 
be  serving  as  Miss  University  of  Southern 


Attendees  at  the  "Confidentk  Yoi    Conference   hosted 
by  Miss  USM  Kristen  Benigno,  with  crown,  created  their 
own  pageant  sashes  that  verbalized  a  particular  trait  or 
characteristic.  Benigno's  sash  was  a  reference  to  he 
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Mississippi  in  the  institution's  Centennial  year  ol 
2010.  In  addition  to  five  "Confidently  You"  presen- 
tations alread)  scheduled.  Benigno  will  take  part  in 
a  number  of  Centennial-themed  events  throughout 
the  calendar  year.  S 
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The  child  etA/s  center: 

THE    SPECIAL    PLACE    WITH    A    BIG    HEART 

by  Byron  Smith 
Photos  by  Kelly  Dunn 

Most  are  familiar  with  Disney's  famous  phrase  "where  dreams  come  true!"  For  many,  this  Utopian  idea 
fades  as  they  face  the  harsh  realities  of  life.  However,  for  some,  the  belief  that  dreams  can  become  reality 
provides  the  hope  and  inspiration  required  for  miracles  to  occur.  Evidence  of  such  wonderful  transforma- 
tion can  be  found  in  a  special  place  located  on  the  Hattiesburg  Campus.  Big  dreams  can  be  seen  in  the  faces  of  the 
children  who  are  students  at  the  University's  Children  Center  for  Communication  and  Development.  At  the  Children's 
Center,  teachers  provide  an  environment  where  children  with  special  needs  can  receive  the  love  and  training  needed  to 
prepare  them  for  elementary  school.  For  35  years,  the  Children's  Center  has  provided  services  for  hundreds  of  children 
with  a  variety  of  communication  and  developmental  disabilities  that  include  Down  syndrome,  cerebral  palsy,,  autism, 
Rett  syndrome,  traumatic  brain  injury,  aphasia  and  other  rare  disabilities. 

These  services  are  part  of  a  transdisciplmary  approach  that  uses  speech  pathology,  audiology,  special  education,  be- 
havioral therapy,  physical  therapy  and  occupational  therapy  to  create  individualized  education  plans  that  meet  the  needs 
of  each  child  and  family.  These  services  even  include  in-home  therapy  for  students  who  are  unable  to  visit  the  Children's 
Center,  as  well  as  the  use  of  the  latest  technology  to  help  students  interact  with  the  teachers  and  other  students. 
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"The  transdisciplinary  approach  allows  our  team 
to  cross  discipline  lines  to  treat  the  total  child  and 
share  basic  intervention  strategies  specific  to  their 
discipline  with  other  clinicians  and  teachers,"  said  the 
Center's  director,  Margaret  Buttross-Brinegar. 

The  Center's  innovative  approach  has  made  it 
the  state's  leader  in  early  intervention  services  for 
infants,  toddlers  and  preschoolers  with  developmen- 
tal disabilities.  More  importantly,  its  approach  has 
made  it  possible  for  many  of  the  Children's  Center's 
students  to  achieve  everyday  miracles  such  as  walk- 
ing, speaking,  and  other  developmental  milestones. 
The  Children's  Center  serves  80  children  from  20 
counties  throughout  Mississippi  with  a  waiting  list  of 
60  children. 

The  work  of  the  Children's  Center,  a  United 
Way  organization  that  also  receives  funds  from 
the  Mississippi  departments  of  Education  and 
Health,  has  gained  the  attention  of  many  promi- 
nent Mississippians  including  Lt.  Governor 
Phil  Bryant  and  Brett  and  Deanna  Favre. 
Recently,  the  Center  received  another 
$10,000  contribution  from  Favre  4  Hope 
Foundation,  which  has  awarded  the  Center 
more  than  $80,000  over  a  five-year  period. 
The  Children's  Center  also  receives  contributions 
from  events  sponsored  by  the  Rotary  Club  of 
Hattiesburg  and  Southern  Miss  Symphony. 

Since  1975,  the  Children's  Center  has  also 
been  extremely  successful  in  helping  children  with 
special  needs  transition  into  elementary  school.  Many 
have  completed  high  school,  and  some  have  even 
earned  degrees  from  Southern  Miss.  In  addition  to 
educating  children  with  special  needs,  the  Children's 
Center  also  provides  training  for  a  large  number  of 
the  state's  speech-language  pathologists,  audiologists, 
behavior  therapists,  occupational  therapists,  physical 
therapists,  nurses,  music  therapists  and  recreational 
therapists  through  clinical  hours  assigned  in  various 
undergraduate  and  graduate  programs. 

"The  students  gain  experience  in  the  team 
management  of  children  with  disabilities,  working  in 
the  classroom,  and  learning  techniques  from  other 
disciplines,"  said  Buttross-Brinegar.  During  their  time 
at  the  Center,  these  students  develop  great  relation- 
ships with  the  children  and  staff — relationships  that 
often  encourage  alumni  to  return  as  staff  members. 

Sarah  Case-Price  is  a  prime  example  of  the  many 
positive  relationships  fostered  by  the  Children's 
Center.  Sarah  began  her  career  as  a  student  worker 


Sarah  Case-Price,  who  worked  as  a  student 

at  the  Children's  Center,  has  returned  as  an 

employee.  Above,  Case-Price  makes  'icing' 

for  the  cupcake  art  project. 


The  children's,  center 
for  Cowtv^unlcntlon  and 
T>eveloy>\M,ent  serves  20 
children  from,  2.0  Mississippi 
counties  and  has,  a  waltlnc] 
List  of  £>0  children. 
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at  the  Children's  Center.  Eventually,  she  graduated  and 
pursued  a  career  as  a  speech-language  pathologist  at  a 
Mississippi  hospital.  Although  she  enjoyed  her  job,  she 
missed  the  family  atmosphere  of  the  Children's  Center. 

"My  job  lacked  the  personal  touch  that  has  become 
the  staple  of  the  Children's  Center's  treatment  programs," 
Case-Price  said.  "1  missed  forming  deeper  relationships 
with  my  students  through  individualized  interactions." 
Case-Price  returned  to  the  Center,  where  "her  greatest  joy 
is  witnessing  the  accomplishments  of  her  students." 

For  the  staff,  students  and  families,  the  Children's 
Center  is  more  than  a  place  that  treats  child  disabilities. 
It  has  become  a  place  of  hope  where  families  can  help 
their  children  reach  their  full  potential  and  receive  the 
much-needed  support  required  to  care  for  a  child  with 
special  needs. 

For  more  information  on  the  Center,  call 
601.266.5222.  H 


Favre  Foundation  Continues 
Support  for  Children's  Center 


Deanna,  second  from  left,  and  his 
Favre  4  Hope  Foundation  has  contribute! 


t,  and  Breleigh. 
:  CCCD  since  2005. 


Teaching  assistants  receive  outstanding  training 
through  their  interactions  with  the  students. 
Above,  Natalie  Wyatt  works  with  a  student. 
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One  visit  to  the  Children's  Center  for  Communication  and 
Development  in  2004  was  all  it  took  to  get  a  financial  contribution 
from  Southern  Miss  alumna  Deanna  Favre  and  the  Favre  4  Hope 
Foundation. 

That  initial  donation  has  become  an  annual  commitment  from 
the  Favre  4  Hope  Foundation,  which  recently  made 
another  $10,000  contribution  to  the  Children's 
Center.  Since  2005,  the  Favre  4  Hope  Foundation 
has  awarded  $80,000  to  the  center. 

"The  children  just  tugged  at  my  heart,"  said 
Deanna  Favre,  wife  of  former  Southern  Miss  quar- 
terback Brett  Favre.  "I  left  there  so  impressed  with  the 
services  the  center  provides  for  children  from  all  over 
the  state  of  Mississippi." 
To  date,  the  Favre  4  Hope  Foundation  has  disbursed 
more  than  $4  million  to  partner  charities.  In  Mississippi 
those  charities  include  the  Children's  Center;  Make  a  Wish  and 
Special  Olympics;  Hope  Haven  Children's  Home  in  Bay  St.  Louis; 
Association  for  the  Rights  of  Citizens  with  Disabilities  and  the 
Pink  Ribbon  Fund  of  Hattiesburg. 

Deanna  Favre  said  the  commitment  to  helping  children  in  need 
began  during  a  mealtime  conversation  with  her  husband  in  1997. 

"Brett  and  I  were  sitting  in  the  kitchen  talking  about  how 
blessed  we  were  and  how  we  wanted  to  be  able  to  give  back  to  our 
communities,"  she  said.  "That  day  made  us  recommit  our  efforts 
to  help  disadvantaged  and  disabled  children."  EH 


Southern  Miss  fans... 

not  only  do  we  have  the  ordinary 


but  the  extraordinary! 


OFFICIAL  COLLEGIATE  MERCHANDISE 

1 1516  Lamey  Bridge  Rd.#  Ste.  D 

D'lberville,  Mississippi  39540 
P  228.392.7007  sportsshack." 
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Become  a  fan  of  Sports  Shack  on  Facebook!  Sports  Shack  gives  away  a 
$50  shopping  spree  to  a  one  lucky  person  for  every  100th  fan. 
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irrrj  snapshots) 


Whether  it  is  a  cool  evening  or  a  warm  afternoon,  be  sure  to  wear  your  black  and  gold.  When  you  do,  send  photos*  of 
yourself,  your  family  and  friends,  and  we  will  print  as  many  as  space  allows  in  a  future  edition  of  Snapshots. 


Above:  Joseph  and  Anna  Voynik,  children 
of  Tammy  '92  and  Eddie  Voynik  '93  and  of 
Flowood,  spent  a  snowy  Mississippi  morning 
building  their  Golden  Eagle-inspired  snowman. 

Left:  Ricky  and  Mary  Nobile  stand  in  front 
of  the  St.  George  Island  Lighthouse  on  St. 
George's  Island,  Fla.,  proudly  wearing  their 
Southern  Miss  sweatshirts. 


Above:  Kevin  Mangum  '81,  assistant  athletic  trainer  for  the  New  Orleans  Saints,  poses  with 
the  Vince  Lombardi  Trophy  following  the  team's  Super  Bowl  win.  Mangum  has  been  on  the 
Saints'  staff  for  nearly  30  years. 


Above:  Steve  Murray  '85  and  his  mother,  Ann  Barrineau  Murray 
'61,  took  this  photo  shortly  after  he  was  inducted  into  the  School 
of  Mass  Communication  and  Journalism  Hall  of  Fame.  Steve  is 
currently  director  of  communications  for  the  Florida  Department 
of  Veterans'  Affairs  in  Tallahassee,  where  he  resides  with  wife 
Beth  and  son  Ryan.  Ann  is  a  retired  teacher  and  homemaker 
residing  in  Gulf  Breeze,  Fla. 
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Left:  The  family  of  Phillip  and  Angie  Ke/e:    84  look 
this  photo  in  front  of  Buckingham  Palace.  Lee  rj 
Keyes  currently  attend  Southern  Mis;  e  plar 

on  attending  in  the  fall  2011. 


Above:  Robert  '92,  '97  and  Jane  Lee  Collins  '94,  '98 
sit  by  a  mountain  stream  in  the  Great  Smoky  Mountains 
on  their  way  to  the  Newfound  Gap,  16  miles  from 
Gatlinburg,  Tenn.  The  Collinses  were  on  a  family 
vacation  and  visited  the  mountains  on  March  30,  2010, 
the  100th  anniversary  of  The  University  of  Southern 
Mississippi's  founding. 

Below:  Carter  Smithhart,  son  of  Ben  '04  and  Melissa 
Smithharl  '05,  shows  you  are  never  too  young  to  wear 

the  black  and  gold. 


Above:  Capt.  Donna  Styles  '82,  commanding  officer  of  U.S.  Naval  Hospital  Rota  in  Spain,  met 
with  U.S.  Sen.  Roger  Wicker  during  Wicker's  trip  to  attend  the  2010  Organization  for  Security  and 
Cooperation  in  Europe  winter  meeting  in  Vienna,  Austria. 


*For  printing  purposes,  please  save  or  scan  your 
photos  at  a  resolution  of  300  dpi.  If  you  have 
any  questions,  contact  the  Alumni  Association 
at  601.266.5013. 
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Now  is  your  chance  to  catch  up  on  the  news  and  accomplishments  of  your  fellow  Golden 
Eagles.  To  submit  your  news  to  The  Talon,  please  send  your  information  to  the  Southern 
Miss  Alumni  Association,  118  College  Drive  #5013,  Hattiesburg,  MS  39406-0001, 
e-mail  alumni@usm.edu  or  post  it  online  at  SouthernMissAlumni.com.  All  cities  are 
in  Mississippi  unless  otherwise  noted. 


1970s 


1940s 


NORMA  I  DOM  '46  recently  completed 
more  than  3,000  hours  of  community 
service  m  the  Great  Smoky  Mountain 
National  Park. 


1950s 

NORMA  CUTRER  '51  has  retired  from 
the  LSU  piano  faculty.  She  is  currently  a 
pianist  for  the  Eden  Song  Choral  Society 
and  the  United  Methodist  Church. 

VERLON  HUGHES  '56  has  retired  after  a 
37-year  career  in  dentistry.  Verlon  lives  in 
Raleigh  with  his  wife,  Patricia.  Verlon  also 
has  two  daughters,  Lynn  Sorey,  an  attorney 
in  Raleigh,  and  Lisa  Hendricks,  an  instructor 
at  Jones  County  Community  College. 


1960s 


RALPH  EDWARDS  '63  has  been  hired 
as  project  manager  for  Morgan  County 
Economic  Development  Association  and 
Decatur-Morgan  County  Port  Authority. 
Edwards  will  oversee  the  development 
of  the  new  Morgan  Center  Business  Park 
and  help  manage  the  Decatur-Morgan 
County  public  port  facilities  along 
the  Tennessee  River.  He  also  will  help 
with  the  attraction  of  and  assistance  to 
domestic  and  international  businesses  as 
well  as  coordinating  and  implementing 
programs  and  projects  that  support 
commercial,  office,  industrial  and  port 
developments. 

DONALD  C.  ROTH  '63  will  celebrate  his 
50th  wedding  anniversary  on  May  7,  2010. 


After  nearly  50  years 
in  the  news  business, 
JIM  GIAMETTA  '71 

has  announced  his 
retirement  from 
the  Tyler  Courier- 
Times-Telegraph.  Jim 
began  his  journalism 
career  at  the  age  of 
15  writing  a  column  for  the  Sea  Coast 
Echo.  After  earning  his  degree,  Giametta 
worked  for  several  papers  in  Texas, 
Louisiana  and  Mississippi,  including  the 
Hattiesburg  American.  Giametta's  list  of 
accomplishments  include  a  Pulitzer-Prize 
nomination.  He  has  a  son  CHRIS  '97,  and 
daughter-in-law,  KRISTI  '97. 


CAROLYN  HAINES 

'74  was  presented 
with  the  Harper  Lee 
Award  at  the  Alabama 
Writers  Symposium  in 
Monroeville,  Ala.  The 
Harper  Lee  Award  was 
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created  to  honor  a  nationally  recognized 
Alabama  writer  who  has  made  a 
significant  contribution  to  Alabama  letters. 
The  award  includes  a  cash  prize  and  a 
bronze  sculpture  of  the  Monroe  County 
Courthouse  clock  tower.  Haines  currently 
teaches  graduate  and  undergraduate 
fiction  writing  classes  at  the  University  of 
South  Alabama. 


1990s 


1980s 


JEFF  EURE  '82  is  a  pilot  for  Delta  Airlines 
and  is  married  to  fellow  Southern  Miss 
graduate,  CAROL  ROGERS  EURE  '85. 

They  reside  in  Fayetteville,  Ga.,  with  their 
three  children,  Austin,  Stephen  and  Grace. 

TERESA  LANGENBACH  '87  is  a  teacher 
in  the  Loudoun  County  Public  School 
System.  She  and  her  husband,  Andrew, 
reside  in  Ashburn,  Va.,  with  their  children 
Madison  and  Chase. 


ALLEN  CHAPMAN  '90 

has  been  promoted  to  the 
position  of  vice  president 
of  HUB  International  Gulf 
South  Limited,  an  insurance 
brokerage  firm  with  offices 
throughout  Louisiana  and  Alabama. 

RACHEL  '93  and  CHARLES  DYKES  '95 

announce  the  birth  of  their  son,  Ethan 
Esch  Dykes.  Ethan  was  welcomed  by  older 
brothers  Caleb  and  Nicholas.  The  Dykes 
reside  in  Kentwood,  La. 

CHARLA  ROWLEY  '94 

has  been  named  partner  at 

Home  LLP.  Rowley  began 

her  career  with  Home  in 

2001  as  a  chief  financial 

officer  providing  health 

care  clients  with  reimbursement  consulting 

and  other  general  advisory  services.  Home 

LLP  is  one  of  the  nations  top  50  accounting 


and  business  advisory  firms  with  1 3 
offices  in  Mississippi,  Tennessee,  Alabama, 
Louisiana,  Arizona  and  Texas. 

NIKKI  HIBBLER  SEABORN  '95  was 

presented  with  the  Big  N  Award  for 
her  excellent  work  as  a  copy  editor  for 
the  Birmingham  News.  Seaborn  was  one 
of  only  three  journalists  to  receive  the 
newspaper  s  highest  editorial  honor.  The 
award  was  presented  during  a  ceremony 
held  in  January. 

SCOTT  '97  and  JENNIFER  WALKE 

announce  the  birth  of  their  son,  Beckett 
Scott  Walker.  Beckett  was  welcomed  by 
older  brother  Jack. 

EMILIO  '98  and  ANNE  SEYBOLD  MAHIA 

'00  announce  the  birth  of  their  daughter 
Emily  Anne  Mahia  on  March  30,  2010. 

AARON  '99  and  JENNIFER  BOUCHER 

'9  announce  the  birth  of  their  daughter. 
Elizabeth  Kate  Boucher.  Elizabeth  was 
welcomed  by  big  sister  Maggie. 
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It  is  no  secret  that  the 
training  developed  at  The 
University  of  Southern  Mississippi 
ables  the  institution's  alumni  to 
...ectively  serve  the  area,  state, 
nation  and  world.  For  some, 
their  careers  begin  close  to 
home,  just  a  few  steps  from  either 
the  Hattiesburg  or  Gulf  Park 
campuses.  For  others,  their  career 
paths  take  them  to  other  parts  of 
the  country  or  the  world,  where 
they  gain  valuable  experience 

fore  returning  to  the  Magnolia 
State.  Hattiesburg  native  Cheryl 
A.  Taylor  is  one  such  Southern 
Miss  alumna  who  has  found  her  way  away  and  back  to  Mississippi. 
Taylor,  a  1 978  graduate,  began  work  as  executive  director  of  the 
Cottonlandia  Museum  in  Greenwood  in  November.  As  executive  director,  Taylor 
uses  her  extensive  background  in  museum  management  to  help  Cottonlandia  reach 
its  full  potential.  Her  broad  duties  include  community  outreach  and  fundraising. 

Prior  to  accepting  the  position  at  Cottonlandia  Museum,  Taylor  was  the  director 
of  the  Northern  Indiana  Center  for  History  and  the  Desert  Caballeros  Western 
Museum.  She  has  also  worked  for  Nevada  Historical  Society  and  the  Manship  House 
Museum  in  Jackson.  Taylor  has  also  held  positions  with  the  March  of  Dimes  and  the 
United  Methodist  Hour.  She  earned  a  B.A.  in  history  from  Southern  Miss  and  received 
an  M.A.  in  history  from  the  University  of  Nevada  in  Reno. 

The  Cottonlandia  Museum  consists  of  eight  permanent  exhibits  that  feature 
the  art,  archeology,  antiques  and  animals  that  make  Mississippi  unique.  These 
exhibits  include  the  Malmaison  Room,  the  Mississippi  Art  Collection,  Agricultural 
Hall,  the  Archeology  Room,  the  Swamp  Room,  a  natural  science  room,  Leflore 
County's  Military  History  and  Historic  Timeline.  The  Museum's  gallery  space 
is  regularly  booked  two  years  in  advance  and  highlights  Mississippi  artists 
with  particular  emphasis  on  artists  of  the  Delta.  Exhibited  media  have  included 
stained  glass,  watercolor,  sculpture,  painting  and  ceramics. 


2000s 


£ 


JULIE  BREAZEALE  '00, 

'07  and  husband  Frank 
announce  the  birth  of 
their  daughter,  Olivia 
Kate  Breazeale.  Olivia  was 
welcomed  by  big  brothers 
Barrett  and  Blake. 


JENNIFER  '00  and  JERE 
DANIELS  '01  announce  the 
birth  of  their  son,  Andrew 
Harris  Daniels.  Andrew  was 


welcomed  by  his  brother,  Thomas,  and 
sister,  Rachel. 


JENNIFER  DELMAS 
CLARK  '01  and  STEPHEN 

CLARK  '03  announce  the 
birth  of  their  daughter, 
Emi  Diane. 


TODD  '01  and  JESSICA 

MURPHY  GREMILLION  '03  announce 

the  birth  of  their  son,  Murphy  Charles 

Gremillion. 


ASHLEY  '01  and  KRISTIN  SULLIVAN  '03 

announce  the  birth  of  their  son,  Liam 
Charles  Sullivan. 


DR.  HONG  ZHOU  '01, 

'04  has  been  promoted 
to  associate  professor  of 
computer  science  with 
tenure  at  St.  Joseph  College 
in  West  Hartford,  Conn. 


JEREMY  FELDER  '02  has  been  named 
president  of  The  First's  Jones  County 
division.  Felder  is  a  past  president  of  the 
Elhsville  Rotary  Club  and  serves  on  the 
board  of  the  Laurel  Metro  Alumni  chapter. 
The  First  is  a  national  banking  institution 
with  locations  in  Hattiesburg,  Purvis, 
Laurel,  Picayune,  Pascagoula,  Bay  St. 
Louis,  Wiggins  and  Gulfport. 


JASON  SKRMETTI  '02, 

'04  has  been  promoted 
to  the  position  of  market 
sales  manager  with  Cintas 
Corporation  in  Mobile,  Ala. 


ANNA  SWANN  '02  and 

husband  Grady  announce 

the  birth  of  their  son,  Grady 

Steven  Swann.  Grady  was 

welcomed  by  Golden  Eagle 

grandparents  DRS.  MARK 

'76  and  MARTHA  STEVENS  '76. 

DAVID  GARRAWAY  '03  has  been 
promoted  to  senior  producer  for 
the  University  Television  Center 
at  Mississippi  State  University.  His 
responsibilities  include  producing 
effective  and  engaging  media  projects  for 
internal  and  external  clients. 


KIRSTEN  JACKSON 

'03  and  husband 
Justin  announce  the 
birth  of  their  son, 
Peyton  James  Jackson. 


KEITH  WILSON  '04  was 

honored  by  the  City  of  Biloxi 
as  the  2010  Community 
Volunteer  of  the  Year  during 
the  27th  annual  volunteer 
recognition  awards  banquet 
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held  on  April  21  at  the  Donal  Snyder,  Sr. 
Community  Center. 

BILLY  STAGE  '05,  '08  is 

the  recipient  of  Mississippi 
College  School  of  Law's 
Mississippi  Association  of 
County  Board  Attorneys 
Award,  an  award  based  on 
superior  academic  achievement. 

JESSICA  PHELPS  WATKINS  '05  will 
graduate  this  summer  with  a  master  of 
arts  in  nutrition  and  journalism  from  New 
York  University. 

ARLYS  SILVA  '06  is  a  project  engineer 
for  APAC  Midsouth,  a  division  of  the 
Oldcastle  Company.  APAC  Mid-South  is 
a  leading  supplier  of  quality  aggregates, 
asphalt  and  Construction  Services  in  the 
South  East,  with  operations  in  Alabama, 
southern  Tennessee,  Georgia  and  the 
Florida  Panhandle. 

RYAN  BRUHL  '07  is  the 

recipient  of  Mississippi 
College  School  of  Law's 
Frisby  Griffing  Marble 
Scholarship,  which  is 
awarded  to  a  student  who 
is  in  the  top  one-third  of  the  class  and 
shows  potential  for  outstanding  service  to 
legal  profession. 

PAUL  SIMS  '07  recently  proposed  to  his 
girlfriend  during  the  USM-Tulsa  football 
game  after  winning  a  diamond  ring  from 
a  raffle  held  at  the  game.  Paul  is  the  owner 
of  an  insurance  agency  in  Brandon. 

ADRIAN  WESTBROOK 

'07  is  the  recipient  of 

Mississippi  College  School 

of  Law's  Rankin  County  Bar 

Scholarship,  a  scholarship 

that  is  awarded  to  a  student 

from  the  Rankin  County 

area  based  on  academic  achievement. 

M.  ALYSE  HARVISON  '08  is  currently 
working  on  her  doctorate  in  polymer 
science  at  the  University  of  New  South 
Wales  in  Sydney,  Australia. 


Air  N< 

Ridgeland  resident  is  responsible  for  directing  Air  National  Guard  operations 
and  establishing  policy  to  ensure  mission  readiness  of  an  air  refueling  wing 
and  air  support  operations  squadron  located  in  Meridian;  airlift  wing  located 
in  Jackson;  and  combat  readiness  training  center,  air  control  squadron  and  civil 
engineering  squadron  all  located  in  Gulfport. 

In  addition,  Roberts  serves  on  the  Air  National  Guard's  Strategic  Planning 
System,  principally  in  the  area  of  strategic  communications.  He  began  his  flight 
to  the  top  as  an  airman  basic,  aircraft  mechanic.  He  was  commissioned  in  1 976 
as  second  lieutenant  and  has  held  a  number  of  positions  cumulating  with  his 
recent  selection  as  commander  of  approximately  2,500  airman. 

The  general  has  been  recognized  for  his  almost  40  years  of  service 
by  numerous  awards  and  decorations,  including  the  Legion  of  Merit,  Air 
Force  Meritorious  Service  Medal,  Air  Force  Commendation  Medal,  Air 
Force  Outstanding  Unit  Award  with  eight  oak  leaf  clusters,  National  Defense 
Service  Medal  with  two  bronze  stars,  War  on  Terrorism  Service  Medal, 
Republic  of  Vietnam  Gallantry  Cross,  Mississippi  Magnolia  Medal,  Mississippi 
Commendation  Medal  and  the  Mississippi  War  Medal  with  two  oak  leaf  clusters. 

In  addition  to  his  bachelor's  degree  in  industrial  management  from  Southern 
Miss,  the  general  also  has  a  Master  of  Business  Administration  degree,  and 
completed  Squadron  Officer  School,  Air  Command  and  Staff  College  and  Air 
War  College.  Most  recently,  he  was  selected  for  and  completed  the  prestigious 
U.S.  Air  Force  CAPSTONE  Senior  Leader  course  at  the  National  Defense 
University  at  Fort  McNair  in  Washington,  D.C. 

The  general  is  active  in  his  community  and  has  served  in  leadership  positions 
for  many  organizations  including  the  United  Way,  National  Guard  Association, 
American  Legion,  Mississippi  Public  Broadcasting  Foundation  and  Hillcrest  Christian 
School  Development  Board.  The  general  and  his  wife  Jerry  Nix  Roberts  '72,  are 
Life  Members  of  the  Association  and  are  active  in  Hillcrest  Baptist  Church  in  Byram. 
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Fortenberry 
Named  GM  of 
the  Year 


Stewart  Named  President  of  the 
University  of  Montevallo 


Ted  Forlenberry 


Ted  Fortenberry,  vice 
president  and  general  manager 
of  WMBF  News,  has  been 
named  GM  of  the  Year  by 
Broadcasting  and  Cable  maga- 
zine. Fortenberry  was  chosen 
for  the  honor  due  to  his  efforts 
in  helping  Raycom  Media 
successfully  launch  a  new 
television  station,  WMBF.  His 
leadership  has  allowed  the  channel  to  significantly  increase 
its  presence  through  the  addition  of  a  subchannel,  WMBF 
News  XTRA. 

Fortenberry,  a  Tylertown  native,  began  his  career  in  high 
school  at  a  local  radio  station.  After  graduating  from  Southern 
Miss  in  1985,  he  left  WDAM  and  started  working  for  WLOX 
in  Biloxi.  Fortenberry  then  worked  for  several  stations  in 
Arkansas,  North  Carolina,  South  Carolina  and  Louisiana 
before  becoming  WMBF's  first  employee. 

Broadcasting  and  Cable  created  the  General  Manager  of 
the  Year  award  to  honor  local  station  executives  who  have 
provided  exemplary  innovation,  fearless  leadership  and 
flawless  execution  through  this  challenging  time  in  the 
television  industry. 

Raycom  Media  is  one  of  the  nation's  largest  broadcast- 
ers with  46  television  stations  in  36  markets  and  18  states, 
including  Hawaii.  In  addition  to  television  stations,  Raycom 
owns  Raycom  Sports,  a  marketing,  production  and  events 
management  and  distribution  company;  Raycom  Post,  a -post- 
production  facility;  and  Broadview  Media,  a  post-production 
telecommunications  company. 


John  W.  Stewart 


Dr.  John  W.  Stewart  111  was  named  president  of  the 
University  of  Montevallo  following  a  board  of  trustees  meet- 
ing held  on  March  3.  Prior  to  this  position,  Stewart  served 
as  vice  president  for  institutional  advancement  for  Flagler 
College  and  vice  president  for  development  at  William  Carey 
University.  He  has  also  served  as  director  of  major  gifts  for 
Swarthmore  College  and  director  of  development  operations 
for  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi.  Stewart  began  his 
academic  career  at  William  Carey  in  1997. 

Stewart,  who  earned  his  PhD  from  Southern  Miss  in  2003, 
began  his  career  in  1983  as  a  marketing  representative  and 
project  manager  for  J.W.  Stewart  Inc.  Industrial  Contractors. 
In  1997,  he  was  named  vice  president  of  operations  and 
business  development  for  the  company.  Today,  Stewart  is  a 
renowned  speaker  who  has  published  many  scholarly  articles 
and  book  reviews.  He  has  also  held  many  leadership  positions 
with  several  community  and  arts  organizations  including  the 
Small  Business  Development  Committee  in  Hattiesburg,  the 
United  Way  and  the  Florida  Ballet. 

The  University  of  Montevallo,  founded  in  1896,  is  located  in 
the  town  of  Montevallo,  Ala.,  35  miles  south  of  Birmingham. 


In  Memoriam 

THOMAS  G.  FREEMAN  '40 

of  Vernon,  Ala.,  died  Nov.  30,  2009. 

LILLIAN  B.  IRVIN  '41 

of  Fulton  died  Jan.  29,  2010. 

LILLIE  REE  PONDER  GREGORY  '42 

of  Altamonte  Springs,  Fla.,  died  April  9, 
2010. 

HARRIET  MCEWEN  '42 

of  Summit  died  Feb.  16,  2010. 

MARY  F.  MORRIS  '50 

of  Richland  died  Jan.  7,  2010. 

THOMAS  O.  SISTRUNK  '50 

of  Carthage  died  Nov.  18,  2009. 


ROBERT  T.  WEST  SR.  '50 

of  Jackson  died  Feb.  3,  2010. 

CHARLES  R.  BURNETT  '51 

of  Chattanooga,  Tenn.,  died  Dec.  13, 
2009. 

DOLORES  P.  GILL  '51 

of  Ventura,  Calif.,  died  Jan.  30,  2010. 

PAT  PONDER  '51,  79 

of  Mendenhall  died  Jan.  13,  2010. 

KENNETH  FARRIS  '52 

of  Hattiesburg  died  Jan.  18,2010. 

MILDRED  MCKELLAR  '53 

of  Hattiesburg  died  April  2,  2010. 

BERTHA  B.  MORAN  '53 

of  Long  Beach  died  Feb.  23,  2010. 


ELEANOR  TOTH  '55 

of  Hartford,  Conn.,  died  Jan.  27,  2010. 

MARY  M.  TURCOTTE  '55 

of  Waveland  died  Jan.  7,  2010. 

JOE  FRANK  DARNALL  '56 

of  Monroe,  Ga.,  died  March  26,  2010. 

LUKE  W.  LOTT  '57 

of  Natchitoches,  La.,  died  Nov.  27,  2009. 

LEW  WALLACE  JR.  '57 

of  Laurel  died  Feb.  4,  2010. 

RUPERT  E.  BARFIELD  JR.  '58 

of  Kosciusko  died  Nov.  27,  2009. 

JAMES  FRANCIS  "FRANK"  COOK  '58 

of  Hattiesburg  has  died. 

GARY  R.  KIMMEL  '58 

of  Tupelo  died  Jan.  20,  2010. 
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Trahan  Receives  PRSA 
Leadership  Award 

Retired  Lt.  Col.  Joe  Trahan 
III  was  presented  with  the  Public 
Relations  Society  of  America 
(PRSA)'s  2009  Lloyd  B.  Dennis 
Distinguished  Leadership  Award 
during  the  society's  interna- 
tional conference  in  San  Diego, 
Calif.  Trahan  was  chosen  for  the 
award  because  of  his  significant 
contribution  to  the  public  rela- 
tions profession  and  upholding 
high  ethical  standards  in  public 
and  military  affairs  practices. 
He  is  also  honored  for  fostering  better  Army  communica- 
tions with  the  news  media.  Trahan  has  trained  more  than 
3,500  people  in  media  relations  across  the  United  States, 
the  United  Kingdom,  France,  Norway,  Belgium,  Paraguay, 
Mexico  and  the  Netherlands. 

Trahan  is  the  founder  of  Trahan  and  Associates,  an  agen- 
cy that  specializes  in  the  development  of  communication 
plans  and  fostering  better  relationships  with  the  media.  The 
PRSA  created  the  Lloyd  B.  Dennis  Award  to  recognize  an 
exemplary  individual  who  has  used  his  or  her  public  affairs 
skills  to  promote  truth  and  demonstrated  high  standards 
of  integrity  and  honesty  in  business  dealings  while  helping 
affect  positive  change  within  an  organization. 

After  earning  a  bachelor's  degree  in  military  history  from 
Tulane  University  and  a  master's  in  public  relations  from  Ball 
University,  Trahan  earned  his  PhD  in  mass  communicai- 
tions,  public  relations/advertising  from  The  University  of 
Southern  Mississippi  in  1991. 


Colby  Jubenville 


Alumnus  Named  to  Nashville's 
Top  40  Under  40 

Dr.  Colby  B.  Jubenville, 
professor  of  sport  management 
at  Middle  Tennessee  State 
University,  was  selected  by  the 
Nashville  Business  Journal  for  its 
second  annual  Forty  Under  40 
special  section  spotlighting  top 
Nashville-area  business  leaders 
under  the  age  of  40  who  excel 
in  their  industries  and  show 
dynamic  leadership. 

Winners  were  chosen  from 
a  pool  of  more  than  300  names 
and  more  than  450  nominations. 

At  MTSU,  Jubenville  oversees  the  graduate  sport  manage- 
ment academic  program  and  serves  as  director  of  the  Center 
for  Sport  Policy  and  Research,  which  built  and  launched  the 
first  online,  interactive,  reality-based  sportsmanship  educa- 
tion platform  called  RealSportsmanship.  The  platform  is 
utilized  by  the  Sun  Belt  Conference  of  the  NCAA's  Division 
I  as  part  of  its  initiative  to  focus  its  athletes  and  coaches  on 
issues  of  on-field  and  off-field  ethics  and  behavior. 

In  2008,  Jubenville  secured  private  funding  for  and 
developed  and  launched  the  Journal  of  Sport  Administration 
and  Supervision,  the  first  open-access,  peer-reviewed  journal 
in  the  academic  discipline  of  sport  management. 

The  journal  is  designed  to  connect  academic  research  to 
the  jobs  of  practitioners  and  leaders  in  the  sport  industry. 
Last  year's  Forty  Under  40  honorees  judged  this  year's 
nominations  and  selected  the  winners,  who  were  honored 
during  an  awards  luncheon  in  Nashville  on  March  25. 


JAMES  L.  MCCABE  '59 

of  Wmnsboro,  S.C.,  died  Jan.  22,  2010. 

JOE  S.  DOGGETT  '60 

of  Mobile,  Ala.,  died  Dec.  23,  2009. 

GLENN  E.  ENDRIS  '60 

ofBiloxidiedFeb.  13,  2010. 

MYRTLE  E.  GILLESPIE  '60 

of  Anderson,  S.C.,  died  Dec.  29,  2009. 

ARNOLD  HEMPHILL  '60 

of  Laurel  died  Feb.  3,  2010. 

NELLIE  L.  TRAYLOR  '60 

of  Bogalusa,  La.,  died  Dec.  20,  2009. 

SAMUEL  N.  SPENCER  '61 

of  Jackson  died  Feb.  1,  2010. 

HARVIE  L.  STRINGER  '61 

of  Troy,  Mich.,  died  Jan.  /,  2010. 


DAVID  E.  FOSTER  '62 

of  Winston-Salem,  N.C.,  died  Jan.  12,  2010. 

GEORGE  E.  MCDUFFIE  '62 

of  Beaumont,  Texas,  died  Jan.  1,  2010. 

JOHN  CALEB  BURNETTE  '63 

of  Atlanta,  Ga.,  died  April  9,  2010. 

GEORGE  EWING  '63 

of  Gulfport  died  April  1 ,  2010 

ROBERT  E.  LEGGETT  '64 

of  Jackson  died  Nov.  30,  2009. 

MARY  M.  DAVIS  '66 

of  Mt.  Olive  died  Jan.  30.  2010. 

WILLIAM  J.  HOLLAND  '66 

of  Carrollton,  Texas,  died  Nov.  17.  200° 


THOMAS  "TOMMY" 
DERRELL  BEARD,  SR.  '67 

of  Snellville,  Ga..  died  March  23.  2010 

ROBERT  P.  BARHAM  '68 

of  Meridian  died  Nov.  2/ .  200° 

RAYMOND  J.  COX  '68 

ofBiloxidiedFeb.  11.2010. 

ALAN  E.  LAROSE  '68 

of  New  Orleans.  La.,  died  Doc.  7.  2009. 

CECILY  M.  WILLIAMS  '68 

of  Jackson  died  Dec.  IS.  2009 


In  Memoriam  continued  on  ;\  „.     2 
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To  submit  a  book  for  inclusion  in  Alumni  Authors,  please  e-mail  alumni@usm.edu  with  the  title, 
author's  name  and  year  of  graduation,  cost,  page  count,  publisher  and  year  of  publication,  brief 
synopsis  of  the  book,  and  an  electronic  copy  of  the  cover  in  jpg,  tif  or  pdf  format  at  300  dpi. 


"Not  Alone:  Encouragement  for 
Caregivers" 
Nell  E.  Noonan  '81 
320  pages,  $20 
Upper  Room  Books,  2009 

Approximately  45  mil- 
lion Americans  are  caring 
for  an  ill  family  member 
or  friend.  As  the  nation's 
baby  boomers  continue 
to  get  older,  the  need  for 
more  caregivers  has  be- 
come a  major  issue  for 
our  country's  healthcare  system.  With 
her  book,  "Not  Alone:  Encouragement 
for  Caregivers,"  Noonan  addresses 
many  issues  faced  by  caregivers  that 
include  coping  with  change,  avoiding 
bitterness  and  self-pity,  praying  and 
finding  a  support  network. 

The  author  uses  a  combination  of  per- 
sonal experiences  and  spirituality  to  help 
caregivers  deal  with  the  emotional  and 

I         •        I    ■ r_-J__      •_!.     "kl.i   A  I " 


r..J ^ 

features  more  than  150  devotions  that 
contain  a  scripture  passage  and  prayer 
to  help  caregivers  cope  with  the  daily 
challenges  of  caring  for  loved  ones.  More 
importantly,  the  book  also  helps  caregivers 
deal  with  different  emotions  including  iso- 
lation, sadness,  anger,  frustration,  feelings 
of  guilt,  despair  and  depression. 

Nell  Noonan  served  in  Episcopal 
parish  and  diocesan  educational 
ministry  in  various  capacities  for  more 
than  30  years  in  Mississippi,  Texas 
and  Arizona.  She  holds  two  master's 
degrees  in  religious  education  and 
library  science,  as  well  as  a  doctorate 

biblical  studies.  Noonan  has  also 
worked  eight  years  in  several  public 
school  and  university  libraries. 

"The  Shamrock  Crown  and  the  Legend 
of  Excalibur" 
Arthur  Cola  '85 
440  pages,  $24.95 
The  American  Book  Co.,  2010 

"The  Shamrock  Crown"  is  a  tale 
of  adventure,  spirituality,  legends, 
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inspirational  musings,  magic,  romance 
and  humor  that  celebrates  Celtic  legen_ 
and  Irish  folklore.  The  story  revolves 
around  the  ancient  Celtic  legends  of 
King  Arthur  and  the  Knights  of  the 
Round  Table.  According  to  the 
author,  "The  Shamrock  Crown"  is 
different  from  other  Celtic  tales 
because  King  Arthur  and  his 
knights  are  brought  into  the  21st 
Century  to  help  a  mid-western  famil 
discover  and  preserve  relics  from  th 
Arthurian  period.  They  also 


\ust  defend  the  relics  fr 
evil  forces. 

"The  Shamrock  Crown"  is 
family-friendly  story  that 
weaves  legend,  spirituality,  the 
enchanted  realm  and  present     I  ■ .  V. 
time  to  form  the  fabric  of  a  ,ir.u 

story,  which  celebrates  faith,     ft 
tradition  and  Celtic  legend.  The  book 
also  provides  readers  with  a  glimpse  oi 
the  rich  cultures  and  history  of  Ireland, 
Britain  and  Italy.  "The  Shamrock  Crown'' 
is  the  first  in  a  series  of  two  books  to 
be  published  by  Cola.  The  sequel,  "The 
Stone  Cutter  Genius,"  will  be  published 
in  December. 

After  spending  35  years  in  education, 
Cola  pursued  his  dream  of  writing.  He 
has  combined  his  love  of  writing  and 
Celtic  folklore  to  produce  two  other 
books,  "Papa  and  Gingerbread  Man: 
An  Adventure  in  America's  Oldest  City" 
and  "Papa  and  the  Leprechaun  King: 
The  Secret  Legend  of  the  Shamrock." 
Cola,  and  his  family,  reside  in  Wisconsin 
Cola  earned  his  master's  degree  in 
education  from  Southern  Miss. 

"Ethnic  and  Racial  Administrative 
Diversity:  Understanding  Worklife 
Realities  and  Experiences  in  Higher 
Education"  - 

Dr.  Jerlando  F.L.  Jackson  '96 
Wiley  Periodicals  Inc.,  2009 


ASHE  Higher  Education  Report.  The 
series  is  designed  to  offer  solutions  to 
tough  higher  education  issues  through 
literature  research  and  institutional  ex- 
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P  Ethnic  and  Racial 
Aaministrafive 
Diversity 


"Ethnic  and  Racial 
Administrative  Diversity"  is 
the  third  issue  in  the  35th 
volume  of  Jossey-Bass' 


the  many  challenges  that  accompany 
the  increased  need  for  creating  more 
ethnic  and  racial  administrative  diversity 
in  our  nation's  institutions  of  higher 
learning.  By  creating  more  ethnic  and 
racial  administrative  diversity,  the 
nation's  colleges  and  universities  can 
foster  a  culture  that  more  accurately 
reflects  society. 

nonograph  is  designed  to  be 
ed  a  guide  to  help  policymak- 
s,  administrators,  faculty  mem- 
ers,  researchers  and  governing 
ioards  gain  a  better  understand- 
how  administrators  of 
,ior  can  use  their  experience 
>  enhance  leadership  possibili- 
>r  other  people  of  color  in 
r  education, 
ckson  is  an  associate 
r  of  Higher  and  Postsecondary 
bducation  in  Educational  Leadership 
and  Policy  Analysis  at  the  University 
of  Wisconsin-Madison.  He  also 
serves  as  faculty  associate  for  the 
Wisconsin  Center  for  the  Advancement 
of  Postsecondary  Education  and  is  a 
faculty-affiliate  in  the  Weinert  Center 
for  Entrepreneurship  at  the  University  of 
Wisconsin-Madison. 

"Bone  Appetit" 
Carolyn  Haines  '74 
320  pages,  $24.99 
Minotaur  Books,  2010 

Just  when  the  adventures  ,..',»""' 

of  private  detective  Sarah  j.- 

Booth  Delaney  could  not  get         i 
any  more  bizarre,  Carolyn 
Haines  releases  the  10th  book 
in  the  "Bones"  mystery  series 
titled  "Bone  Appetit."  Those 

familiar  with  the  series,  and  south- 
ern belle-turned-private  investiga- 
tor Sarah  Booth  Delaney,  will  not 
be  disappointed  in  the  latest  saga 
that  finds  the  investigator  in  the 
midst  of  solving  a  murder  while  on 
vacation  at  a  posh  spa. 
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In  "Bone  Appetit,"  Sarah  finds  herself 
at  a  major  crossroad.  She  is  busy  with 
her  work  as  an  actress  and  private  inves- 
tigator, but  is  somewhat  ready  to  start  a 
family.  She  eventually  falls  in  love  with 
a  nice  gentleman  and  begins  seriously 
thinking  about  having  a  child.  However, 
the  relationship  ends  and  Sarah's 
thoughts  of  having  a  child  are  placed  on 
hold  once  again.  Depressed  and  unable 
to  act  or  investigate,  Sarah  Booth  finally 
allows  her  best  friend  to  whisk  her  away 
for  a  luxurious  weekend  vacation  at  a 
special  spa  and  cooking  school. 

The  rest  and  relaxation  play  a  small 
role  in  helping  Sarah  get  back  on  her 
feet.  However,  Sarah  is  forced  out  of 
her  depression  when  a  highly  competi- 
tive beauty  and  cooking  contest  gets 
heated  with  the  poisoning  of  a  top 
contender.  Once  again,  Sarah  is  called 
on  to  use  her  investigative  skills  to  solve 
the  mystery  and  clear  a  prime  suspect. 

Carolyn  Haines  is  an  assistant 
professor  and  fiction  coordinator  at 
the  University  of  South  Alabama.  She 
is  the  recipient  of  numerous  awards 
including  the  2010  Harper  Lee  Award 
for  Alabama's  Distinguished  Writer  of 
the  Year  and  the  2009  Richard  Wright 
Award  for  Literary  Excellence.  Haines 
earned  her  master's  degree  in  English 
from  the  University  of  South  Alabama 
and  her  bachelor's  degree  in  journal- 
ism from  Southern  Miss.  The  Lucedale 
native  resides  in  Semmes,  Ala. 

"Beyond  Ideology:  Politics,  Principles 
and  Partisanship  in  the  U.S.  Senate" 
Frances  E.  Lee  '91 
264  pages,  $22  (Paperback),  $66 
(Hardcover) 
University  of  Chicago  Press,  200" 


In  "Beyond  Ideolog 
Frances  E.  Lee  argues  t 
many  political  battles  c 
rooted  in  competition  f< 
power  rather  than  disa<^ 
ment  over  the  rightful  role 
of  government. 

"Beyond  Ideology"  is 
the  first  book  that  tries  to 
distinguish  U.S.  Senate 
ideological  disputes  from  p«. 


struggles.  The  book  also  discusses  the 
role  of  power  in  partisan  conflict,  and 
presidential  leadership's  influence  on 
legislators.  Lee  contends  the  congres- 
sional agenda  itself  amplifies  conflict 
by  increasingly  focusing  on  issues  that 
reliably  differentiate  political  parties. 

Lee  is  an  associate  professor  of 
political  science  at  the  University  of 
Maryland.  She  has  also  taught  at 
Case  Western  Reserve  University,  the 
University  of  Minnesota  and  Vanderbilt 
University.  Lee  is  the  author  three  other 
books  and  more  than  24  articles,  book 
reviews  and  chapters.  She  also  serves 
on  the  editorial  for  several  journals 
including  Legislative  Studies  Quarterly, 
Congress  &  the  Presidency,  American 
Politics  Research  and  the  Journal  of 
Politics.  Lee  earned  her  bachelor's 
degree  in  English  from  Southern  Miss 
and  her  doctorate  in  political  science 
from  Vanderbilt  University. 

"An  Eternal  Love" 
Dr.  Morris  Maniscalco  '59 
404  pages,  $27.99 
Tate  Publishing,  2010 

"An  Eternal  Love,"  a 
novel  that  began  as  a 
short  story  for  Morris 
Maniscalco's  English 
class,  is  a  religious 
romance  story  of  a 
young  man  named 
E.  Manual  whose  amv 
in  a  small  Mississippi  town  sparks  m< 
wonderful  and  miraculous  occurrences. 
Shortly  after  his  arrival,  Paul  decides 
to  help  the  Pines  Baptist  Church  increase 
its  membership  and  deal  with  the  after- 
math of  a  horrendous  crime  committed 
some  40  years  earlier.  The  novel  follows 
Paul's  journey  through  a  series  of 
£*1        life-altering  situations  including  a 
life-threatening  accident,  suicide 
j:-.  and  rape.  While  dealing  with 

|::  |       these  issues,  Paul  manages  find 
A       love  with  the  very  stunning  south- 
\      ern  beauty,  Kimber  Leigh  Cook. 
lUe  end,  he  pays  the  supreme 
fice  in  his  dedication  of  bring- 
ing Christian  love  and  appreciation 
nto  the  lives  of  many. 


*"^ks? 


The  author  is  a  Biloxi  native  who 
earned  his  master's  degree  from  The 
University  of  Southern  Mississippi. 
Morris  and  his  wife,  Wilena,  are  retired 
and  live  in  Weatherford,  Texas. 

"Adminstracion  De  Salarios  E  Incentives 
(Salary  Administration  and  Incentives)" 
Miguel  Amaya  Galeano  '72 
556  pages,  $39.14 
Editorial  Escuela  Columbiana  De 
Ingenieria  (Colombian  School  ~l 
Engineering),  2nd  Ed., ! 

The  second  edition 
"Administracion  De  Salai  ■< 
E  Incentivos"  continues 
Miguel  Amaya  Galeano's 
analysis  of  the  four  factors 
that  affect  efficiency  within 
organizations.  Galeano's 
new  design  incorporates      ^__ 
new  mathematical  devel- 
opments that  will  help  readers  calculate 
a  worker's  recommended  yearly  salary 
based  on  efficiency,  productivity  and 
other  factors.  The  mathematical  devel- 
opments are  designed  to  help  students, 
and  practitioners,  correct  distortions 
and  deformations  that  are  found  in 
organizational  pay  structures. 

The  factors  analyzed  in  the  book 
'     include  the  functional  design  of 
workstations,  processes  and  activities 
implied  to  them,  and  the  performanc- 
that  the  organizations  expect  from 
'orkers  in  order  to  have  optimal 
ssults  within  them.  In  addition  to 
examining  efficiency  and  pay  structure, 
"Administracion  De  Salarios  E  Incentivos" 
also  provides  organizations  with  the 
necessary  tools  to  design  a  benefit  or 
incentive  salary  program  in  order  to 
attract,  hire  and  maintain  personnel. 

The  author,  Miguel  Amaya  Galeano, 
is  an  industrial  engineer  with  a  master's 
degree  in  business  administration  from 
The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi. 
After  working  for  Ralaston  Purina  in 
Colombia  and  Central  America  for  20 
years,  Galeano  retired  to  become  an 
associate  professor  at  the  Colombian 
School  of  Engineering,  where  he  has 
been  teaching  in  the  industrial  engineer- 
ing program  for  the  past  15  years. 
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Share  the  milestones  in  your  life  with  other 

Southern  Miss  alumni.  To  be  a  part  of  the 

classnotes  section  of  The  Talon,  please  fill  out 

this  form  and  mail  to: 

Southern  Miss  Alumni  Association 

118  College  Drive  #501 3 

Hattiesburg,  MS  39406 

or  e-mail  us  at  alumni@usm.edu. 
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Include  maiden  name  or  nickname  if  applicable. 

CLASS  YEAR 

DEGREE 


ADDRESS 


PHONE 


-MAIL  ADDRESS 


FAMILY  INFORMATION 

If  applicable 

SPOUSE 

Include  maiden  name  or  nickname,  if  applicable. 

CLASS  YEAR 

DEGREE 


CHILDREN 


Names  and  ages 


YOUR  NEWS 


Attach  additional  pages  and  photos  if  you'd  like. 

Please  enclose  a  self-addressed,  stamped  envelope  to  return  any 

materials  you  send.  Please  mark  photos  clearly. 
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ROBERT  BOLTZ  '69 

of  Atlanta,  Ga.,  died  Feb.  19,  2010. 

JOHN  WILLIAM  HEARTY  '69 

of  Lucedale  died  Feb.  15,  2010. 

ROSEMARY  C.  BLAKESLEE  '71 

of  Gulfport  died  Jan.  4,  2010. 

SHIRLEY  R.  GAUTIER  '71 

of  Pascagoula  died  Feb.  18,  2010. 

ALICE  MCCARDLE  '71 

of  Brooklyn  died  March  25,  2010. 

JOHN  S.  BOYD  '72 

of  Burke,  Va.,  died  April  17,  2010. 

BYRON  M.  CAIN  '72 

of  New  Orleans,  La.,  died  Jan.  19,  2010. 

LOUISE  C.  REEL  '72 

of  Alpharetta,  Ga.,  died  Nov.  29,  2009. 

LYNNE  M.  HINKLE  '73 

of  Liberty  Park,  Ala.,  died  Nov.  30,  2009. 

DICKIE  HARRISON  WALTERS  '73 

of  Madison  died  March  22,  2010. 

DAVID  RITCHIE  GURLEY  '74 

of  Metaine,  La.,  died  Feb.  19,  2010. 

JENNIFER  L.  STOKES  '74 

of  Jackson  died  Dec.  11,  2009. 

ROBERT  F.  FABIANO  '75 

of  Gulfport  died  Dec.  12,  2009. 

JOSEPH  L.  KLESEN  '76 

of  Weatherford,  Texas,  died  Sept.  20, 
2009. 

BETTY  SMITH  '76 

of  Ruston,  La.,  died  March  29,  2010. 

GERARD  O.  JOACHIM  '77 

of  Corpus  Christi,  Texas,  died  Dec.  31, 
2009. 

DAVID  P.  SIDDENS  '77 

ofOlney,  111.,  died  Jan.  11,2010. 

CARL  S.  RAY  '78 

of  Jackson  died  Jan  1,  2010. 

WILLIAM  E.  FLOWERS  '79 

of  Kilgore,  Texas,  died  Nov.  30,  2009. 


VICKI  A.  MITCHELL  '79 

of  Pace,  Fla.,  died  Dec.  29,  2009. 

MARJORIE  H.  WHITE  '79 

of  Vicksburg  died  Dec.  22,  2009. 

MARSHA  L.  WINBORN  '79 

of  Schuylkill,  Penn.,  died  Jan.  8,  2010. 

SARAH  ANN  CHATMAN  '81 

of  Natchez  died  March  22,  2010. 

STEVEN  R.  UNDER  '81 

of  Roswell,  Ga.,  died  Jan.  21,  2010. 

MARIE  MCCLENDON  '82 

ofGillsburgdiedJan.  12,2010. 

DOROTHY  G.  HANNA  '83 

of  Gulfport  died  Feb.  10,  2010. 

TERI  M.  WILSON  '87,  '97 

of  Biloxi  died  Dec.  7,  2009. 

ROBERTA  B.  WILLIAMS  '88 

of  Belden  died  Feb.  14,  2010. 

MERRITT  SYLVAIR  "PIC"  FIRMIN  '94 

of  Gulfport  died  March  27,  2010. 

PATRICIA  JARVIS  COOPER  GREEN  '00 

of  Moss  Point  died  Feb.  27,  2010. 

MARK  G.  RICHMOND  '03 

of  Hattiesburg  died  Dec.  20,  2009. 

ADAM  C.  O'KEEFE  '05 

of  Biloxi  died  Jan.  11,  2010. 

REGINA  S.  CAVENY 

of  Hattiesburg  died  Feb.  20,  2010. 

ALISON  J.  FREE 

of  Pascagoula  died  Feb.  14,  2010. 

CLYDE  LOTT 

of  Sumrall  died  Jan.  25,  2010. 

JOHN  PERKINS  SR. 

of  Milledgeville,  Ga.,  died  Dec.  4,  2009. 

LLOYD  RHIAN  JR. 

of  Hattiesburg  died  Dec.  16,  2009. 

ELIZABETH  W.  WILLIAMS 

of  Jackson  died  Jan.  7,  2010. 


Mississippi's  Supplying  Mississippi's  -organic 

choke     pou|try  industry  for  Over  1 0  Years     choice 

With  the  cost  of  eggs  today 
Coastal  Brand  Shell  has  never  been  more  important! 


Our  business  is  increasing  your  profits. 

You  cannot  afford        breakage 

100  Sawmill  Road,  Mobile,  AL  36571 

Call  for  all  your  calcium  requirements. 
Ronnie  McDonough  •  877.679.1399  •  rdmcoreshell@aol.com 


CAM 


This  listing  contains  current  participants  in  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi  Alumni 
Association's  C.A.R.D.  Program.  By  presenting  either  your  Southern  Miss  Alumni  Association 
annual  dues  membership  card  or  your  Life  Membership  card,  you  will  receive  the  discount 
noted  by  each  participant  The  program  is  designed  to  bring  added  value  to  your  membership 
in  the  Alumni  Association  and  to  thank  you  for  your  support  of  Southern  Miss. 


Aaron's  Sales  &  Lease 

Anderson's  Rug  Market 

Ashley's  Sporting  Goods 

Bourne  Brothers  Printing 

Brownstone's  LLC 

Caliente  Grille 

Chesterfield's 

Classic  Concepts/ACE  Home  Center 

Comfort  Inn-The  Lodge 

Comfort  Suites  * 

Command  Spanish,  Inc 


Doherty's  Furniture 

Domino's  Pizza  * 

Expectations 

Firehouse  Subs 

The  First,  A  Natl.  Banking  Assoc. 

Garfield's  Restaurant  * 

Grand  Bank 

Hattiesburg  Inn  * 

Heritage  Vision  Center 

Hodges  Dental  Clinics 
Holiday  Inn  * 

Holiday  Inn  Express,  Lucedale 
Hopson  Law  Firm,  PLLC 


50%  discount  on  first  month's  payment 

on  any  new  lease  agieement 

10%  discount  on  any  rug  purchase 

10%  discount  on  total  purchases 

10%  discount  on  any  service 

10%  discount  on  entrees 

10%  off  of total  purchase 

10%  discount  on  food  purchases 

10%  discount  on  purchases  or  rentals 

10%  off  rack  rate 

10%  off  rack  rote 

20%  discount  on  oline  language  courses  at 

www.commandspanishonline.com  when  upplying 

USMM20  promotional  code 

10%  discount  on  purchases 

20%  discount  on  any  delivery  order 

15%  discount  on  total  purchase  (does  not  apply  to  furniture) 

Free  drink  with  purchase  of  sandwich 

$200  discount  on  closing  costs  on  mortgage  loans 

20%  discount  on  all  food  &  drink  purchases 

$100  discount  on  mortgage  loon  closing  costs 

15%  discount  on  nightly  room  rote 

10%  discount  on  oil  eyeglasses  and  sunglasses  for 

regular  members  and  20%  discount  for  Life  Members 

10%  discount  on  dental  services 

10%  off  rack  rate 

15%  off  standard  room  rote 

Free  initial  consultation  on  any  contingency  fee  case, 

10%  discount  on  consultation  fee  on  non-contingency  cases 


J&L  Sales 

10%  discount  on  any  purchase 

Kesslers  Team  Sports 

10%  discount  on  total  purchases 

King  Photography 

10%  discount  on  photography,  excluding  senior  portraits 

Kitchen  Table 

10%  discount  on  total  purchases 

Lance  Computer  Systems 

20%  discount  on  normal  labor  charges 

Leatha's  Bar-B-Oue  Inn 

10%  discount  on  all  purchases 

Mike's  Tire  and  Wheel 

10%  discount  on  all  sales 

Neblett's  Frame  Outlet 

10%  discount  on  purchases 

Oak  Grove  Plaza  Package  Store 

10%  discount  on  purchases 

Oak  Grove  Rental 

10%  discount  on  rental  items /not  valid  with  other  offer 

O'Charley's 

10%  discount  on  oil  purchases,  excluding  alcohol 

Outback  Storage  Co. 

5%  discount  on  rental 

Owen's  Business  Machines 

10%  discount  on  selected  items 

Parris  Jewelers 

10%  discount  on  all  items 

Pine  Burr  Country  Club 

$5.00  off  one  18-hole  round  of  golf 

Prime  Mortgage,  Inc. 

$250  closing  cost  discount 

Shadow  Ridge  Golf  Club 

15%  discount  on  a  round  of  golf /not  valid  with  other  offers 

Signs  First  * 

15%  discount  on  Southern  Miss-related  signs 

Simmons  Furniture 

10%  discount  on  oil  items 

The  Sleep  Number  Store  by  Select  Comfort  Free  pillow  when  you  find  your  Sleep  Number  setting 

Sonic  Drive  Inn  on  Hwy  11 

Free  20  oz.  Drink  or  Slush  with  purchase  ofil  or  #2  Burger 

Southern  Interiors 

5%  discount  on  flooring, 

10%  discount  on  furniture  and  accessories 

Southland  Florists 

10%  discount  on  purchases  (cash-and-carry  excluded) 

The  Spicy  Pickle 

10%  discount  with  alumni  card 

Tall  Pines  Farm 

10%  discount  on  gift  baskets  and  catering 

Tranquility  Day  Spo 

10%  member  discount,  15%  discount  for  Life  Members 

on  all  services,  not  valid  with  other  discounts 

University  Florist 

10%  discount  on  all  purchases  (cash  and  carry  only) 

Villie's  Subs 

$1.00  off  order  of  six-inch  sandwich,  side  order  and  large  drink 

$1.00  off  gome  day  party  subs 

Wintzell's  Oyster  House 

10%  off  total  bill 

A  All  discounts  subject  to  change 

or  termination  without  prior  notice.  Please  verify 

discount  with  provider  before 

making  purchase.  "Hattiesburg  locations  only. 

SOUTHERN  MISS  ALUMNI 
MARKETING  PARTNERS 


Continue  your  support  of  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi  Alumni  Assc 
ciation  by  doing  business  with  the  Association's  Marketing  Panners.  By  utilizing 
the  goods  and  services  of  these  marketing  partners,  you  will  be  generating  ad- 
ditional revenue  to  support  the  programming  and  operations  of  the  Associatic 


Bankof  America 


Bank  Of  America " 

Special  offer  for  Southern  Miss  alumni  and 
friends!  Announcing  a  special  No-Annual-Fee 
MasterCard5'  credit  card  now  conveniently 
available  to  Southern  Miss  alumni.  Simply  call 
I  .800.932.2775  for  details  about  the  costs  and 
terms  of  this  offer  or  to  apply  for  the  credit  card. 


42X       Shack 

OFFICIAL  COLLEGIATE  MERCHANDISE 

Sports  Shack 

Sports  Shack  is  an  official  collegiate  store 
that  sells  Southern  Miss  and  NCAA  sports 
apparel  and  gifts.  For  more  information, 
call  228.3927007  or  visit  sportsshack.com. 


Campus  Bobk<Mart 

Campus  Book  Mart 

Southeni  Miss  Apparel  and  Gifts. 

For  more  information,  call  1.888.712.5083. 


(■Jiimm// & ruitut/i  aiic/ -/m. 
Printing  and  Framing.  For  more 
information,  call  1.866.418.0320. 


MARSH 


Marsh  Alumni  Services 
Whether  it  is  life,  health,  or  long-term  care 
insurance,  you  can  obtain  important  financial 
protection  for  your  famih  at  an  affordable  rate 
through  Marsh  Alumni  Services.  For  more 
information,  call  1.888.560.ALUM  (2586). 


Balfour 


Balfour 

Official  Southern  Miss  Ring.  For  more 
information  or  to  order,  call  1 .866.B  ALFOUR 
and  ask  for  reference  code  23 1 5. 


Liberty 
Mutual 

Liberty  Mutual 

Liberty  Mutual  is  the  official  home  and  auto  in- 
surer of  the  Southern  Miss  Alumni  Association. 
For  more  information,  call  1.800.981.2372. 


DiplomaDisplay"1 


On  Campus  Marketing 

Specially  Designed  Southern  Miss  Degree 
Frames.  For  more  information,  go  to  www. 
diplomadisplay.com  or  call  1.800.422.4100. 


CENTENNIAL 

TRiViA 


Answers  below  are  to  questions  asked  on  Page  15. 

1 .  Alpha  Tau  Omega  was  the  first  to  have  a  house  on 
campus,  opening  its  doors  in  1949.  The  house  was 
the  old  college  barn  that  was  renovated  to  house 
fraternity  men. 

2.  Clarence  Weatherspoon  and  Janice  Felder. 

3.  At  the  time  of  the  school's  opening  in  1912,  the 
campus  library  was  located  on  the  second  floor  of 
College  Hall.  The  building  also  housed  classrooms, 
administration  offices  and  the  school's  first  auditorium. 


4.     Elaine  Armstrong  and  Raylawni  Branch  enrolled  in  1965 
How  did  you  score? 
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Winter    Weather 


South  Mississippi  residents  saw  snow  on  more  than  one  occasion 
during  the  winter  of  2009-10,  and  in  mid-February,  snowfall  amounts 
reached  several  inches  in  some  parts  of  the  Pine  Belt.  This  photo  shows 
accumulation  in  one  of  the  most  historic  areas  of  the  Hattiesburg 
Campus,  featuring  the  bridge  at  Lake  Byron,  The  District  and  the 
Ogletree  House. 

The  creation  of  Lake  Byron  dates  back  almost  eight  decades.  In 
1933,  members  of  the  senior  class  voted  to  construct  an  artificial  lake 
in  a  low,  swampy  plot  of  ground  at  the  front  of  campus  as  their  gift 
to  the  school.  Plans  were  for  the  lake  to  take  the  shape  of  a  T-bone 
steak  with  an  island  constructed  in  the  middle.  Costs,  though,  rose 
well  beyond  original  estimates  of  $200-300,  and  Dr.  Byron  Green, 
president  of  the  Forrest  County  Board  of  Supervisors,  assisted  the  class 
by  securing  laborers  from  government  relief  agencies  to  dig  the  lake. 
In  appreciation  for  his  assistance  on  the  project,  the  senior  class  voted 
to  name  the  lake  in  honor  of  Dr.  Green's  contribution;  it  was  officially 
dedicated  on  May  28,  1934. 

Over  the  years,  the  lake  has  become  a  campus  icon,  and  on  Oct.  15. 
1999,  Southern  Miss  alumni  Noris  Thompson  and  Natalie  Cole  chose 
the  lake  as  the  site  for  their  wedding. 

To  the  northeast  of  Lake  Byron,  just  south  of  Hardy  Street  and  west 
of  Highway  49,  are  The  District  and  the  Ogletree  House.  Each  fall.  The 
District  becomes  a  hotbed  of  activity  as  students,  alumni  and  friends  of 
Southern  Miss  gather  to  tailgate  prior  to  each  home  football  game.  The 
Ogletree  House,  which  houses  the  offices  of  the  Alumni  Association, 
served  as  the  home  to  the  institutions  president  for  more  than  60 
years.  In  2009,  a  restoration  and  expansion  project  that  nearly  doubled 
the  size  of  the  original  structure  was  completed. 


Photo  by  David  Byrd 
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Donate  to  your  favorite  green  charity,  splurge  on  a  gourmet  meal,  or  buy 
your  monthly  commuting  pass... whatever  moves  you  most. 

As  Southern  Miss  alum,  you  could  save  up  to  $327.96*  on  your  auto  insurance  with  Liberty 
Mutual.  You  could  save  even  more  by  insuring  your  home  as  well.  Liberty  Mutual  -  helping  people 
live  safer,  more  secure  lives  for  more  than  95  years. 

Responsibility.  What's  your  policy? 


SOUTHERN  MIS', 


ALUMNI 

W<|  ASSOCIATION 


CONTACT  I 

TART  SAVIN 

[c^H 

CALL 

888-751-5644     Client  #11 3257 

CLICK 

www.libertymutual.com/southernmissalumni 

COME  IN 

V 

to  your  local  office 

Liberty 
Mutual. 


AUTO 


HOME 


This  organization  receives  financial  support  for  allowing  Liberty  Mutual  to  offer  this  auto  and  home  insurance  program. 

*  Discounts  are  available  where  state  laws  and  regulations  allow,  and  may  vary  by  state.  To  the  extent  permitted  by  law,  applicants  are  individually  underwritten;  not  all  applicants  may  qualify.  Savings  fi  gure  based  on 
a  February  2010  sample  of  auto  policyholder  savings  when  comparing  their  former  premium  with  those  of  Liberty  Mutual's  group  auto  and  home  program.  Individual  premiums  and  savings  will  vary.  Coverage  provided 
and  underwritten  by  Liberty  Mutual  Insurance  Company  and  its  affi  liates,  175  Berkeley  Street,  Boston,  MA.  ©  2010  Liberty  Mutual  Insurance  Company.  All  rights  reserved. 
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Discover 

what^s  new 

@  the  HattiesDU rg  Zoo 

hey're  cute.  They're  colorful.  They  can  leap  10  feet  straight  up.  And 
dw  they're  welcoming  visitors.  They're  the  Hattiesburg  Zoo's  three 
sw  African  servals:  Alexander,  Cleopatra  and  Caesar.  These 
-year-old  brothers  and  sisters  are  a  joy  to  watch,  but  just  try  to  tell 
lese  triplets  apart.  The  servals  are  only  one  of  many  new  animals 
Dring  will  bring  to  the  Zoo,  so  visit  often  to  see  the  new  arrivals. 


HATTIESBURCZOO 

A  New  Adventure.  Everyday. 


107  South  17th  Avenue  ::  601.545.4576  ::  zoohattiesburg.com 


ALUMNI 


The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi 
Alumni  Association 

118  College  Drive,  #5013 


r^SSir    Hattiesburg,  MS  39406-5013 
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Special  Thanks  to  our 
Centennial  Sponsors. 

As  valued  friends  and  supporters  of  Southern  Miss,  your  sponsorship  is 
making  the  Centennial  Celebration  of  2010  truly  special.  Thank  you  for 
helping  us  to  commemorate  our  treasured  past  and  celebrate  our  golden  future. 


Ill  BancorpSouth 


Member  FDIC 


Right  Where  You  Are 


MISSISSIPPI^. 
POWER 

A  SOUTHERN  COMPANY 
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Please  visit  www.usm.edu/centennial  for  information  on  the  Centennial  Celebration  and  future  events. 


